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Japan 


Official Negates U.S. Base Funding in Philippines 
OW071251 Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI in English 
5 Mar 88 p I—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[By YOMIURI SHIMBUN correspondent Akira Saito] 


[Text] Washington, March 3—U.S. Defense Secretary 
Frank C. Carlucci told the Senate Budget Committee 
Thursday that the U.S. Government is contemplating a 
request to the Japanese Government to bear wholly or 
partly the rental fees for Subic Naval Base and Clark Air 
Base in the Philippines which the U.S. Government has 
paid to the Philippine government. 


In answer to a question from Jim Sasser, D-Tenn., 
Carlucci said the U.S. Government now pays about $120 
million a year to rent the two bases and that some 
members of the Philippine parliament are demanding 
the fees be raised to about $1,200 million. 


It is possible for Japan to pay this huge expense in lieu of 
the United States, Carluci said. 


Japan pays $2.5 billion a year to maintain U.S. military 
bases in Japan. In addition to this, Japan will take on the 
cost of labor expenses at U.S. military bases in Japan, he 
said. 


In addition to paying these costs, Japan has provided 
economic assistance io Africa and South America. The 
United States is seeking to expand Japanese interests to 
include the Philippines, Carlucci told the committee. 


Carlucci said he has already consulted with Secretary of 
State George P. Shultz on the matter. 


Carlucci told the committee that he had recommended 
establishing a multilateral financial agreement on the 
rental fees for the two Philippine bases and said such an 
agreement would be similar to NATO accord on sharing 
financial costs by member nations. 


A Defence agency official in Tokyo said Friday that it 
would be impossible for Japan to shoulder the rental 
costs for the two Philippine bases because that would 
amount to Japan’s entering into a collective defense 
agreement, which is forbidden by Japan’s Constitution. 


The official said Carlucci’s remarks reflect the U.S. 
demand that Japan boost its defense-sharing costs by 
utilizing part of its official development assistance bud- 
get. He indicated that he expects such demands to 
become stronger. 


With a cut in U.S. defence spending, the Defense Agency 
expects Washington to step up its demands for Japan 
and other U.S. allies to boost their defense-sharing costs. 
Based on this analysis, many agency officials say it might 
be more acceptable to the public to comply with the 


ANNEX 1 


request for indirect financial assistance to the Philip- 
pines and South Korea because they are Asian countries 
rather than try to fulfill requests for assistance in Central 
and South America or the Middle East. 


Philippine Loan Request Linked to Bases 
OW080915 Tokyo THE DAILY YOMIURI in English 
7 Mar 88 p I—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[Text] The Philippine Government is asking Japan for 
$3.5 billion over five-year period from 1988, a govern- 
ment source has revealed. 


The source said Friday the Philippines did not say what 
the loan was for but i may be linked to U.S. Govern- 
ment demands that Japan help pay for U.S. military 
facilities in that country. On Thursday, U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Frank C. Carlucci told the Senate Budget Com- 
mittee that Washington wanted Japan to bear wholly or 
partly the rental fees for Subic Naval Base and Clark Air 
Base. 


According to the source, the Aquino government 
recently asked Japan for annual loans of $500 million for 
five years starting this year, even though Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita promised the Philippines a yen loan 
totaling more than Y80 billion when he visited Manila 
last year. 


Unlike yen ioans, which have a predetermined purpose, 
the latest loan has no stated purpose. 


One possibility is thai it may be used to pay back 
Manila’s accumulated debt to Japan, which amounted to 
$27 billion as of the end of last year. 


The loan request has placed the Japanese Government in 
a quandary and a highly political judgment will be 
necessary to approve the requesi, a Foreign Ministry 
source said. 


Since the inauguration of the Aquino government in 
February 1986, Washington has been demanding that 
Japan increase its financial assistance to the Philippines 
to support President Corazon Aquino. 


When the Diet discusses this loan, the opposition parties 
are almost certain to charge that the money will be used 
to lessen the U.S. military burden in the Philippines. 


First USSR-Japan Fisheries Agreement Reached 
OW050735 Tokyo YOMIURI SHIMBUN in Japanese 
3 Mar 88 Evening Edition p 1—FOR OFFICIAL USE 
ONLY 


[Excerpt] According to a disclosure made by a source 
concerned with Japan-Soviet affairs on 3 March, Japan 
and the Soviet Union have agreed to establish a mam- 
moth artificial salmon hatchery on Sakhalin in a joint 
venture in October at the earliest. The agreement was 
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Japan 
Zambian Foreign Minister Pays 5-Day Visit 


Requests Apartheid Opposition 
OW071411 Tokyo KYODO in English 1305 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—Zambia’s Foreign 
Minister Luke Mwananshiku asked his Japanese ccun- 
terpart Sosuke Uno on Monday to pressure South Africa 
to end apartheid policy and armed attacks against its 
neighbors, a Foreign Ministry official said. 


He also called for Japan’s help in resolving the swollen 
debt problems of African countries, the official said. 


Uno told Mwananshiku that Japan is opposed to Preto- 
ria’s raciai segregation policy, which he termed “unfor- 
givable.” 


Mwananshiku, meeting Uno at a ministry guesthouse for 
45 minutes, was quoted as saying that South Africa’s 
armed attacks have seriously damaged neighbouring 
Mozambique and Angola. 


The Zambian foreign minister, currently on a five-day 
visit to Japan through Thursday, accused South Africa of 
ignoring Zambia’s all-out efforts to bring a cease-fire to 
the region, the official said in a briefing to reporters. 


The Zambian minister also called on Japan to take part 
in an iniernational conference to discuss the African 
debt issue, which has plagued many African countries. 


The 50-nation Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
decided last December to hold such a meeting between 
African debtors and credit nations, including Japan, at 
the end of this year. 


Masamichi Hanabusa, director of the ministry’s Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Bureau, who accompanied Uno in 
the session, told Mwananshiku that the Japanese Gov- 
ernment has fully recognized the problem and is ready to 
attend the meeting. 


Reports on Pyongyang Talks 
OW080427 Tokyo KYODO in English 0327 GMT 


8 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 KYODO — Zambia's Foreign 
Minister Luke Mwananshiku has told his Japanese coun- 
terpart Sosuke Uno that North Korea is considering 
improving ties with Japan when the proper occasion 
comes, a senior Foreign Ministry official said Tuesday. 


Japan, which recognizes South Korea as the sole legiti- 
mate government of the divided Korea, has no diplo- 
matic ties with the North. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


Mwananshiku mei Uno at the ministry’s guest house in 
Tokyo for 45 minutes Monday evening. 


During Mwananshiku’s visit to Pyongyang, North 
Korean officials mainly discussed with him the Novem- 
ber 29 loss of a Korean Air (KAL) jetliner with 115 
people on board, said the Japanese official who declined 
to be identified. 


South Korea blames Pyongyang for the air disaster, a 
claim categorically denied by the North. 


Mwananshiku was quoted as telling Uno that he suspects 
North Korea is feeling more and more isolated interna- 
tionally. 


On January 26, Japan, denouncing North Korea for its 
involvement in the destruction of the KAL Boeing 707, 
imposed a sanction against the North to strictly limit 
official contacts between the two countries. 


North Korea, in retaliation, on February 2 severed talks 
in a third country over the release of two Japanese 
seamen held in captivity for more than four years on an 


espionage charge. 


Mwananshiku is currently on a five-day unofficial visit 
to Japan through Thursday on his way home from a tour 
to China and North Korea. 


Accepts 3.5 Billion Yen in Aid 
0W070905' Tokyo KYODO in English 0900 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—Japan and Zambia 
exchanged diplomatic documents Monday ihat will give 
the African country 3.5 billion yen in economic aid, the 
Foreign Ministry said Monday. 


The monetary assistance will be given as part of Japan's 
international promise to extend about 500 million dol- 
lars (65 billion yen) to African nations within the coming 
three years. 


Japan made the pledge at the Venice summit of seven 
major industrial democracies last June. 


The documents were exchanged between Japan’s For- 
eign Minister Sosuke Uno and his Zambian counterpart 
Luke Mwananshiku, who is currently on a five-day visit 
to Japan until Thursday. 


ROK Trawler Rams Maritime Agency Patrol Ship 
OW080953 Tokyo KYODO in English 0934 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


{Text} Kitakyushu, Fukuoka Pref., March 8 KYODO— 
South Korean authorities seized a South Korean fishing 
boat at the southern Korean port of Pusan on Tuesday 
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for allegedly ramming a Japanese fishing-patrol ship and 

fled in waters off Yamaguchi Prefecture Monday night, 

as to Japanese Maritime Safety Agency officials 
ere. 


The 498.35-ton Japanese patrol ship “Fukusei Maru” 
was struck by the South Korean boat while monitoring 
three South Korean fishing boats in international waters 
about 30 kilometers west-northwest of Tsunoshima Islet, 
Yamaguchi Prefecture. 


The South Korean boat was identified as the 1|13-ton 
trawler “52-Dokseng,” the Japanese officials said. 


The Japanese patrol boat, chartered by the Fisheries 
Agency, was slightly damaged but all the 15 crew mem- 
bers were safe, the officials said. 


South Korean authorities said the trawler was under 
charges for violating a Japan-South Korea fishing agree- 
ment. 


Farmers Protest U.S. ‘Pressure’ on Imports 
py oy Tokyo KYODO in English 0940 GMT 
ar 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 KYODO—An estimated 1,600 
Japanese farmers assembled here Tuesday to denounce 
the United States for exerting what they called “unrca- 
sonable” pressure on Japan to liberalize its imporis of 
beef and oranges. 


Among guests at the rally were 210 members of the Diet 
(parliament) from the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
and four opposition parties, or about one-third of all 757 
Diet members. A further 180 Diet members sent their 
proxies. 


The demonstrators, wearing headbands, vowed to resist 
pressure from Washington and urged the government 
and Diet to protect Japan’s domestic producers. 


Mitsugu Horiuchi, head of the powerful Zenchu farmers’ 
group, the rally organizer, accused the United States of 
taking an unreasonable stand. 


The United States, while restriciing beef imports itself, 
unfairly pressures Japan to remove trade barriers, said 
Horiuchi, chairman of the Central Union of Agricultural 
Cooperatives (Zenchu). 


Horiuchi accused Washington of failing to respond sin- 
cerely for refusing a Japanese request to open beef and 
Orange trade talks. 


The United States has refused to begin talks on a new 
agreement to replace the curre..t four-year accord which 
expires March 31, ualess Japan sets a clear timetable for 
lifting import controls. 
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Representing the guests, Fukujiro Kikuchi, an LDP 
member and chairman of the House of Representatives 
farm panel, appealed to the United States to come to the 
negotiating table. 


The United States has warned that it may file a suit in 
early April with the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), a multilateral global regulatory body, 
unless Japan removes its import quotas on the two items. 


Under the current farm accord between the two coun- 
tries, Japan has set import quotas on high-quality U.S. 
beef at 58,400 metric tons, fresh oranges at | 26,000 tons, 
and orange juice at 8,500 tons for fiscal 1987, ending 
March 31. 


Before closing the meeting, the demonstrators adopted a 
resolution calling for the Japanese Government to never 
give in to the U.S. demand for liberalization of imports 
of cranges and beef. 


Minister Plans Visit To Disputed Islands 
OW080439 Tokyo KYODO in English 0332 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 KYODO — Management and 
Coordination Agency Director General Osamu Takatori 
said Tuesday he will visit Hokkaido later this month to 
see the four Soviet-held northern islands just east of the 
main northernmost island. 


Takatori, a state minister, told reporters that he is 
planning to visit Hokkaido during the weekend of March 
26-27 when Diet business is in a recess. 


The Management and Coordination Agency is responsi- 
ble for government campaigning for the return of the 
four islands — Kunashiri, Shikotan, Etorufu Islands and 
the Habomai group, which the Soviet Union has occu- 
pied since the closing days of World War II. 


Takatori’s immediate predecessors Tokuo Yamashita 
and Masaharu Gotoda visited Hokkaido in July 1985 
and April 1987, respectively, to see the islands from 
aboard a Maritime Safety Agency patrol boat. 


MITI Regrets EC Penalty on Typewriter Makers 
OW080549 Tokyo KYODO in English 0524 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 KYODO—International Trade 
and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura expressed regret 
Tuesday at a decision by the European Community (EC) 
Commission to penalize five Japanese makers of elec- 
tronic typewriters for alleged violation of EC antidump- 
ing laws. 
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Tamura said the Japanese Government has consistently 
opposed the injustice of imposing antidumping duties on 
Japanese industrial products assembled in EC nations. 
The EC, which took the decision Monday, requires such 
items to contain at least 40 percent of locally made parts. 


At a press conference following a cabinet meeting, 
Tamura said the ministry is examining the latest EC rule 
to work out countermeasures, implying Japan may seek 
bilateral talks on the matter or set up a dispute-solving 
panel based on Article 22 of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


The EC antidumping laws, which were revised last June, 
aint to stop foreign companies from avoiding antidump- 
ing levies on imports by establishing basic assembly or 
“screwdriver” plants using a high proportion of 
imported components, ministry officials said. 


The Japanese Government has argued that it is unrea- 
sonable that concerns investing directly in the EC coun- 
tries are obliged to procure a high proportion of local 
contents from an early stage, whi \ leads smaller direct 
investment. 


A spokesman for Canon, one of the Japanese firms to be 
penalized, said it will reexamine its local procurement 
rate because the latest EC rule is based on a survey 
covering operations between January and July last year. 


He added that Canon believes its local precurement is 
above the 40 percent mark. 


Stance on GATT Chip Ruling Considered 
OW071043 Tokyo KYODC in English 1018 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—The Ministry of Inter- 
national Trade and Industry (MITI) has begun to study 
possible countermeasures following a General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) panel ruling that the 
Japanese Government's practice of monitoring the 
export prices of computer chips is illegal. 


Senior MITI officials said that the ministry will try to 
narrow its differences with the 12-nation European 
Community (EC), which lodged an initial complaint 
with the GATT over Japan's agreement with the U.S. on 
microchip trade. 


MITI will also discuss the issue with the U.S., with which 
it signed an agreement in September 1986 requiring the 
ministry to prepare a chip supply-demand forecast and 
——— to report export prices in third-country 
markets. 


But the officials painted a very gloomy picture of the 
possibility of the ruling being retracted, in view of the 
EC’s firm stance on the issue. 
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If Japan accepts a recommendation to be adopted by 
GATT’s council session on May 4 in Geneva, the gov- 
ernment will be required to reassess the chip accord, 
which forms the basis of MITI’s practice of so-called 
administrative guidance. 


It is this practice which the EC claims has lead to higher 
chip prices in the EC. 


Officials said, however, that the GATT ruling does not 
concern administrative guidance as a whole and so will 
not effect MITI’s overall policy. 


The GATT charges that the mandatory export price and 
production cost reports, called for under the chip accord, 
are “tantamount to legally binding force.” 


But the officials refused to give details of the panel’s 
report. 


The panel ruled that Japan violated GATT Article 11 
banning quantitative export curbs by controlling chip 
production and the prices of chips sold in overseas 
markets other than the U.S. 


LDP, Opposition Agree To Resume Diet Session 
OW080815 Tokyo KYODO in English 0707 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party and the three main opposition parties agreed 
on Tuesday to resume business in the Diet following an 
LDP promise not to discuss imposition of a new indirect 
tax, parliamentaiy sources said. 


The ruling and opposition parties have also agreed to 
pass the 59.7 trillion yen budget for fiscal 1988 through 
the House of Representatives on Thursday, the sources 
said. 


Kozo Watanabe, chairman of the LDP Diet Affairs 
Coinmittee, in a meeting with his counterparts from the 
three opposition parties, promised to accept an opposi- 
tion den.and for a 2.94 trillion yen tax cut plan. 


Representatives from the Japan Socialist Party, Komeito 
and the Democratic Socialist Party accepted Watanabe’s 
proposal to open interparty talks on how to correct the 
tax inequalities aimed at financisg the tax reduction 
plan, the sources said. 


Watanabe also pledged that the governing party will not 
bring up the indirect tax issue at the interparty talks 
about tax reduction, they said. 


Business in the Diet has been stalled since last Wednes- 
day, when the LDP rejected the opposition-sponsored 
tax cut plan. 
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Navy Plans Record Participation in Exercise 
OW070501 Tokyo KYODO in English 0145 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


{Text} Tokyo, March 7 KYODO—Japan will send 10 
warships and nine antisubmarine planes with .dout 
2,300 personnel to war games called the Rim of the 
Pacific exercise to be conducted around Hawaii in June 
and July, Defense Agency officials said Monday. 


It is the largest ever participation by Japan’s Maritime 
Self-Defense Force, which has joined in the exercise four 
times since 1980. The United States conduct: ..¢ drill 
every two years. 


The official said abou: 40 Navy ships and more than 200 
warplanes from the U.S., Japan, Australia, and Canada 
will take part in the drill. 


Sources said the U.S. ships will include two aircraft 
carriers and an lowa-class battleship. 


Mongolia 


Batmonh Chairs Presidium on Ethiopian Accord 
OW080523 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0910 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The Mongolian Great People’s Hural Presidium 
gathered on March 5 under the chairmanship of General 
Secretary of the MPRP Central Committee and Presi- 
dent Batmonh. It discussed the question of ratifying the 
friendship and cooperation treaty signed by Mongolia 
and Ethiopia last November 16. 


Three moments wre remarked on at the meeting con- 
cerning the significance of the Mongolian-Ethiopian 
treaty. Firstly, it is the first ever treaty concluded by 
Mongolia with an African nation. Secondly it is a graphic 
display of the foreign policy of Mongolia, directed at 
developing solidarity, friendship and cooperation with 
the developing countries, including those which have 
embarked on the socialist path. Thirdly, it is the first 
time that a treaty ever concluded by Mongolia with 
another country reflects the new, urgent tasks and prin- 
ciples of present day relations, such as the building of a 
peaceful and prosperous wor.d without violence, and the 
creation of an all-embracing security system. 


President Batmonh signed the relevant documents rati- 
fying the Mongolian-Ethiopian treaty. 


North Kuvea 


Ho Tam North-South Joint Conference 
SK080506 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 8 Mar 88 


{Lester from Ho Tam, chairman of the North Korean 
preparatory committee for a North-South joint confer- 
ence, to the South Korean authorities, political parties, 
public organizations, and individual personages given to 
the South Korean side on 8 March-—place not specified] 


[Text] The letter reads as follows: 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


To the South Korean authorities, political parties, public 
Organizations, and individual personages: 


Authorized by a joint meeting of the DPF Central 
People’s Committee, the State Administration Council, 
political parties, and public organizations, I sent to you a 
letter dated 13 January that contained a detailed pro- 
posal for convening a North-South joint conference. 


In the letter we cordially proposed a preliminary meeting 
on 19 February in Panmunjom for convocation of a 
North-South joint conference attended by representa- 
tives of political parties and public organizations, includ- 
ing the persons in authority of the two sides, and 
indivic..al personages. 


While actively pushing ahead with preparations for the 
meeting, including the composition of a delegation to be 
sent to the preliminary meeting and even taking the 
measure of confirming the delivery of the letter, we have 
patiently waited for 29 affirmative reply from the South 
Korean authorities, political parties, public organiza- 
tions, and individual personages. 


However, we have not received a reply of any kind from 
the South Korean authorities, political parties, public 
organizations, and individual personages even today, 
approximately 50 days after sending the letter. 


Failing to send an official reply through normal channels 
to our letter that contained our unselfish proposal for 
convocation of the North-South joint conference, the 
South Korean authorities are now laying artific'a: obsta- 
cles to convocation of the North-South joint conference. 


4s is known, no sooner had they received our letter than 
the South Korean authorities began to aggravate the 
confrontation between the North and South by announc- 
ing the so-called resu!ts of an investigation into a pas- 
senger plane incident that had nothing to do with us, 
while rendering tension on the Korean peninsula more 
acute by conducting, with the United States, the “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise just as we had proposed 
discussion on halti..g large-scale military exercises. 


Such a stance on the part of the South Korean authorities 
canno’, but be called a far cry from our stand to promote 
national reconciliation and unity and an act that totally 
runs counter to the desire of the people for convocation 
of a North-South joint conference. 


We find it very regretable that a preliminary meeting for 
a North-South joint conference was not held on the 
scheduled date as a result of the South Korean authori- 
ties’ wrongful attitude of negating dialogue and peace 
and that it has brought great disappointment to the 
entire population that aspires for reconciliation and 
unity. 
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In view of the demands of the prevailing situation and in 
view of the national desire to open a phase for national 
peace and peaceful reunification, we consider that the 
North-South joint conference should be held without 
delay. 


Today, misunderstanding, distrust, confrontation, and 
the danger 0. war are growing day by dav between the 
North and South. The state of confrontation between the 
North and the South, «which intensifies proportionally as 
the time of the national division passes, makes all the 
Korean people concerned about the fate of the nation. 


Our nation should above all seek ways to achieve recon- 
ciliation and unity as the same compatriots, even if it is 
unable to achieve reunification of the country at once. It 
should, first of all, seek ways to live in peace, even if it is 
unable to enjoy wealth and prosperity in a unified 
fatherland. 


From this point of view, we stress that now, as antago- 
nism and confrontation have reached the worst stage 
between the North and South, is indeed the time for 
responsible personages of the political and social! circles 
of the two sides to provide a stage for negotiation where 
a consensus of opinion of the entire nation can be 
reached. 


The North-South joint conference will become precisely 
the most adequate w:z’y of negotiation through which the 
general opinion of the people of all strata, all parties, and 
all factions in the North and South can be synthesized. 


Our proposal for a North-South joint conference is also 
reflective of the opinion of the South Korean political 
parties, organizations, and individual personages who 
have called for their direct participation in North-South 
dialogue. 


Some time ago, in South Korea, word was echoed that 
the door to dialogue is always open everywhere, and that 
the spring of reconciliation should be ushered in also 
along the Military Demarcation Line. If this is true, we 
consider that there should be no reason whatsoever for 
the proposal for a North-South joint conference, which is 
for national reconciliation and unity, not to be accepted. 


If the persons in authority in the North and South, 
representatives of political parties and public organiza- 
tions, and individual personages get together and nego- 
tiate open-mindedly, the pending difficulties that face 
the nation can be overcome, and a new opportunity of 
national reconciliation and unity can be provided. 


We believe that no one should turn away from ovr 
proposal for a North-South joint conference or hesitate 
to turn out in the plaza of pan-national dialogue, if he is 
truly concerned about the destiny of the country and 
nation. 
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Seeking no reconciliation and unity among the same 
compatriots, but moving along the road of antagonism 
and confrontation, will become an anti-national act of 
victimizing the nition and making foreign forces fish in 
troubled waters. 


We contend that the South Korean authorities and 
political and social personages should correctly distin- 
guish between the road of national reconciliation and 
unity and the way of national confrontation and war and 
should resolutely decide to turn out on the stage of a 
North-South joint conference, the road of true patrio- 
tism. 


Proceeding from this stand, we once again cordially 
propose a preliminary meeting for a North-South joint 
conference on 28 March in Panmunjom. 


Our proposal is an expression of our firm wi!l and 
earnesi stand to overcome the pending difficulties and to 
open a new phase for peace and peaceful reunification by 
pooling strength with personages of political and social 
circles in South Korea by all means. 


I express my hope that you will deeply ponder our 
proposal, make due effort to convene the historic North- 
South joint conference at an early date, and send an 
affirmative reply. 


[Signed] Ho Tam, chairman of the Preparatory Commit- 
tee of the North Side for North-South Joint Conference, 
8 March 1988, Pyongyang. 


Pyongyang Meeting Welcomes Soviet Group 
SK050447 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0435 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA)}—A meeting of 
Pyongyang working people welcoming the Soviet trade 
union delegation took place at the Central Workers’ 
House on March 4. 


Speeches were made there by Kim Pyong-chu, chairman 
of the Central Committee of the General Federation of 
Trade Unions, and head of the delegation Stepan Shaia- 
yev, chairman of the Central Council of the Soviet Trade 
Unions. 


Kim Pong-chu said: 


The entire Korean working people are following with 
keen interest socialist construction in the Soviet Union 
and are sincerely rejoiced over the success registered by 
the fraternal Soviet working people as their own. 


Proceeding from the noble sense of responsibility for the 
cause of world peace, the Communist Party and the 
Government of the Soviet Union made various peace 
initiatives including the proposal to prohibit the nuclear 
test, to realize nuclear disarmament, to prevent the 
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militarization of the space and to completely eliininate 
nuclear and chemical weapons till the end of the present 
century and are making sincere efforts for their realiza- 
tion. 


We fully support the Soviet peace proposals and initia- 
tives. 


Stepan Shalayev said: 


T1.e Soviet-Korean relations are making a new develop- 
ment on the basis of the meeting and talks between 
Comrade Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev, gereral sec- 
retary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, and Comrade Kim Il-song, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and president of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is making a 
great contribution to defending peace in Asia. 


We fully support and approve of the initiatives made by 
your country — the proposal for converting the Korean 
peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone, the proposal 
for holding a broad conference embracing representa- 
tives of political parties and social organizations in the 
North and the South and the proposal for North-South 
dialogues. 


The solidarity of the working people and trade unions of 
the Soviet Union with the Korean people’s just struggle 
for making the U.S. forces withdraw from South Korea 
and reunifying the country will be consistent and invari- 
able in the future, too. 


Silk banners were exchanged at the meet:.ng. 


Trade Official Interviewed 
SK050450 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0441 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA)—The Soviet trade 
union delegation headed by Stepan Shalayev, chairman 
of the Central Council of the Soviet Trade Unions, was 
in.erviewed by reporters in Pyongyang on March 4. 


Stepan Shalayev said that it was of greatest significance 
in his delegation s visit to Korea that Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, received the delega- 
tion on March 4. 


Referring to his impressions of the Korean visit, he said: 
today the DPRK has turned into a developed industrial 
state and the living standards of the Korean people have 
been improved as never before. 


Pointing to question of Korea’s reunification, he said: 
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Our Soviet party and working people firmly support all 
the proposals advanced by your party and government to 
reunify the < -untry peacefully on a democratic principle 
and demand the U.S. forces to withdraw from South 
Korea. 


We resolutely denounce the U.S. imperialsts’ 
manoeuvres in the Far East and South Korea and fully 
support your people’s struggle for the conversion of the 
Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone. 


We reaffirm our invariable support to the Korean peo- 
ple’s just struggle for the reunification of the country. 


USSR Academician Mikhail Kapitsa Interviewed 
SK081019 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1010 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)}—Candidate Acade- 
mician Mikhail Kapitsa, director of the Institute of 
Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR, expressed support to the DPRK's proposal for 
national reunification in an interview with a KCNA 
correspondent in Moscow. 


He said: 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has put 
forward many constructive proposals for the reunifica- 
tion of the country and continued to take steps tor 
realising contact, dialogue, correspondence, culturai and 
economic relations between North and South. 


The proposal to found the Democratic Corfederal 
Republic of Koryo [DCRK] advanced by Comrade Kim 
Il-song is very reasonable. No one must oppose the 
estzblishment of the DCRK and a confederal republic 
should be established to reunify Korea. 


Comrade Kim Il-song, the great leader of the Korean 
people, advanced a proposal for a confederation and has 
made all along strenuous efforts to carry it into effect. 


The Korean people are strongly insisting on the tripartite 
talks involving the DPRK, the United States and South 
Korea and striving to replace the armistice agreement 
with a peace agreement. In his new year address for this 
year comrade kim il-song, a close friend of the Soviet 
people, propounded a new proposal to convene a North- 
South joint conference to be participated in by persons 
in authority of both sides and the representatives of all 
the political parties, social organisations and people of 
all social standings. There is no ground to refuse to 
convene this joint conference. 


Appreciating his proposal to reduce armed forces as very 
justifiable, sacred and bold one, the director supported 


ths proposal. 
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The struggle of our Korean friends to establish a nuclear- 
free zone is one of important elements in ensuring 
security in Asian 2nd Pacific region, the director 
stressed, and stated: in order to convert the Korean 
peninsula into a nuclear-free zone a confederal republic 
should be established and, at the same time, armament 
be reduced. 


Birthday Anniversary of Zhou Enlai Marked 
SK03 1059 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1051 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (k.CNA)}—South Hamgyong 
provincial party, power, administration and economic 
organs on March 5 laid baskets of flowers at the bust of 
Comrade Zhou Eniai standing at the Hungnam fertilizer 
complex in Hamhung city on his 90th birth anniversary. 


Attending there were An Sung-hak, chairman of the 
South Hamgyong Provincial Adiainistration and Eco- 
nomic Guidance Committee, and other personages con- 
cerned and employees of the Hungnam fertilizer com- 
plex and Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China 
to Korea Wen Yezhan and his embassy officials. 


The attendants laid at the bust of Comrade Zhou Enlai a 
basket of flowers in the joint name of the South Hamg- 
yong Provincial Committee of the WPK, the South 
Hamgyong Provincial People’s Committee, the South 
Hamgyong Provincial Administration and Economic 
Guidance Committee, a baski.t of flowers in the joint 
name of the Hamhung city. South Hamgyong Province, 
party committee, the Hamhuag City People’s Commit- 
tee, the Hamhung City Administration and Economic 
Guidance Committee and a basket of flowers in the 
name of the Hungnam fertilizer complex. 


They went round the bust and monument. 


A basket of flowers was presented there by the Chinese 
Embassy in Pyongyang on the same day. 


Observe Birthday 
SKOS0501 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0445 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today dedicate articles to 
the 90th birth anniversary of Comrade Zhou Enlai. 


In a signed article NODONG SINMUN says: 


Comrade Zhou Enlai was a tested leader of the Chinese 
party and state. an outstanding proletarian revolution- 
ary, a prominent activist of the international communist 
movement and the working class movement and a close 
friend of the Korean people. 


He performed immortal feats in the glorious struggle for 
the victory of the Chinese people's cause of liveration 
and the cause of socialism and communism. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


“The immortal contribution made by Comrade Zhou 
Enlai to the Korea-China friendship as a close comrade- 
in-arms of the Korean people will remain long in their 
hearts.” 


Comrade Zhou Enlai forged long close intimacy with the 
great lieader of our people Comrade Kim Il-sore and 
made a particular contribution to strengi- 
developing the Korea-China friendship. 


He worked heart and soul to adhere to the k. . ina 
friendship in any arduous trial and storms and to 
strengthen the fraternal friendship and unity between 
our two parties, two countrics and two peoples. 


He firmly supported our people’s cause of national 
reunification and made great efforts for the correct 
solution of the question of Korea’s reunification in the 
international arena. 


Such activities of Comrade Zhou Enlai and the Ch'nese 
people’s precious support and encouragement became a 
great encouragement to the struggle of our people for 
socialist construction and the reunification of the coun- 


try. 


The Korea-China friendship provided and cultivated by 
the great leader of our people Comrade Kim \' song and 
the great leader of the Chinese people Comrade Mao 
Zedong and respected Comrade Zhou Enlai is consoli- 
dating and developing as days go by. 


The Korean people set store by the traditional Korea- 
China friendship and will make, in the future, too, all 
efforts possible to strengthen and develop it forever 


through generations. 


Our people sincerely wish the fraternal Chinese people 
greater success in their endeavours to turn China into a 
highly civilized and highly democratic socialist power, 
closely rallied around the Communist Party of China. 


The author of a MINJU CHOSON article says that the 
Korean people wil! remember forever the undying con- 
tributions made by Comrade Zhou Enlai to the develop- 
ment and strengthening of the Korea-China friendship. 


Daily Supports CSSR Leader’s Proposal 
SK050512 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0504 GMT 5 Mar 8& 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA)—The Korean peo- 
ple welcome and actively support the new proposal 
advanced by Czechoslovakia recently. 
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MINJU CHOSON today says this in a signed commen- 
tary on the proposal recently made by general secretary 
of the Central Commiittee of the Czechoslovak Commu- 
nist Party Comrade Milos Jakes to set up a zone of 
confidence, cooperation and good-neighborliness in 
areas dividing the Warsaw Pact and “NATO.” 


The commentary says: 


This proposal fully reflects the sincere desire and peace- 
loving position of the Czechoslovak people to reduce the 
risk of armed conflicts and promote confidence and 
security in Europe. It will make a positive contribution 
to the process of the unanimous peace policies of social- 
ist countries. 


It also fuliy meets the desire and requirement of the 
world people to avert a war and live in peace. 


Comrade Milos Jakes’s proposal involves the very prob- 
lem that should be settled for peace and security in 
Europe. It is in common with our position to convert the 
Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone and 
remove the hotbed of war. 


The Korean people will do all they can for universal 
peace and security together with other socialist coun- 
tries. 


WPK Delegation Attends Conference in Cuba 


Delegation Arrives 28 February 
SK060955 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT I Mar 88 


[Text] A WPK delegation led by Hwang Chang-yop, 
secretary of the WPK Central Committee, on 28 Febru- 
ary arrived in Havana to attend the conference of party 
secretaries from socialist countries to be held in Cuba. 


At the airport, the delegation was greeted by Jose Ramon 
Balaguer, secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, director of the Asian and 
Oceanic Research Institute, and member of the party 
Central Committee as well, and other personages con- 
cerned. 


The ambassador of our country to Cuba and members of 
the Embassy also greeted the delegation at the airport. 


Meeting Supports Peace Proposals 
SK060828 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
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[Text] Pyongyang March 6 (KCNA)—A meeting of the 
secretaries of foreign affairs departments of parties of 
socialist countries was held in Havana from February 29 
to March 3. 
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The participants in the meeting supported initiatives for 
easing the tension caused by acts of imperialism and, in 
particular, the DPRK proposals for drastically reducing 
armed forces in the North and the South and converting 
the Korean peninsula into a nuclear free, peace zone, 
according to an announcement adopted at the meeting. 


Hwang Chang-yop Meets Castro 
SK061000 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
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[Text] Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and 
President of the Council of State and of the Council of 
Ministers of the Republic of Cuba, on 28 February met 
with Hwang Chang-yop, head of the WPK delegation 
and secretary of the WPK Central Committee who is 
Staying in Havana to attend the conference of interna- 
tional secretaries of parties in socialist countries. 


At the meeting, the head of the delegation conveyed 
warm greetings from the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il to Comrade 
Fidel Castro Ruz. 


Expressing profound gratitude for this, Comrade Fidel 
Castro Ruz asked the head of the delegation to convey 
his warm regards to the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Recalling the deep impression he received during his 
visit to Korea, he expressed support for the Korean 
people’s struggle for the independent and peaceful reu- 
nification of the nation. 


The talks proceeded in an amicable atmosphere. 


Pakistani President Supports Reunification 
SK070533 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0503 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)}—Mohammad Ziaul 
Haq, president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, told 
Korean Ambassador Pak Myong-ku to Pakistan on 
March 2 that the proposal for the convocation of a 
North-South joint conference put forward by his excel- 
lency President Kim Il-song, the great leader, in his new 
year address, is an excellent one and expressed full 
support to it. 


He stressed that there is no change in Pakistan’s stand of 
supporting the independent and peaceful reunification 
of Korea. 


Pointing out that the Korean people are bringing about a 
great upsurge in all fields of socialist construction in 
hearty response to the letter of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, he wished new great success 
in the socialist economic construction to the Korean 
people who will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
founding of the DPRK. 
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Daily Urges Early End to Afghan Disputes 
SK080459 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0439 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)—The internal affair 
of Afghanistan should be settled by the Afghan people 
themselves, independently and in a peaceful way accord- 
ing to their will and interests, declares NODONG SIN- 
MUN today. 


The author of the commentary says: 


The government of the Republic of Afghanistan put 
forward a national rapprochement policy to put an end 
to the military disputes at an early date and settle it 
politically and peacefully and has taken a series of 
measures for carrying it into practice. 


On February 8, in particular, Comrade Najibullah, 
Afghan president, and Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev, 
general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, made 
public respective statements declaring that the govern- 
ments of the Republic of Afghanistan and the Soviet 
Union had agreed upon realising the withdrawal of the 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan within 10 months from 
May 15, 1988, in order to successfully conclude the 
Geneva talks as soon as possible. 


This is a just measure and important step for fair 
solution of the Afghan issue. 


Public opinion at home and abroad is now hailing the 
statements of the Afghan and Soviet leaders indicating 
the timetable of the Soviet troop pullout as a positive 
contribution to this peaceful settlement. 


The Afghan affair must be solved at an early date. This is 
not only the ardent national desire of her people who 
have suffered from the disputes for a long time but also 
the common aspiration of the people in this region and 
peaceloving people of the world. 


If this question finds a satisfactory political solution, it 
will contribute to realising her people’s desire for build- 
ing Afghanistan, neutral, independent and non-aligned, 
stabilizing the situation in the region and promoting 
friendship and cooperation among countries. 


Kim [l-song Greets Syrian President 
SK071046 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1036 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on 
March 7 sent a message of greetings to Hafiz al-Asad, 
president of the Syrian Arab Republic, on the occasion of 
the 25th anniversary of the March 8 revolution, the 
auspicious holiday of the Syrian people. 
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The message says that the victory of the March 8 
revolution in Syria was an event which marked a histor- 
ical change in the life of the Syrian Arab people, and goes 
on: 


Today the Syrian Arab people are vigorously struggling 
to firmly defend the sovereignty of the country and 
rapidly develop industry and agriculture and build a 
prosperous new Syria, shattering the ceaseless aggres- 
sions and provocations of the imperialists and Zionists 
under the correct leadership of the Arab Socialist Ba‘ath 
party headed by your excellency. 


Our people are sincerely rejoiced over the success of the 
Syrian people and express firm solidarity with your just 
struggle for national dignity and territorial integrity. 


The message expresses the belief that good friendly and 
cooperative relations existing between the two countries 
will further expand and develop. 


Kim Il-song Sends Thanks to Burkina Leader 
SK070549 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0511 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on 
March 5 sent a message to Captain Blaise Compaore, 
chairman of the People’s Front and head of state and 
government of Burkina Faso, in reply to his solidarity 
message expressing support to the DPRK proposals to 
convene a North-South joint conference and to found 
the Democratic Confederal Republic of Koryo. 


Expressing thanks to Comrade Blaise Compaore for 
extending firm solidarity with our initiative to convene a 
North-South joint conference, the message says: 


The kind solidarity message sent by you Comrade Chair- 
man greatly inspires our people. Believing that the 
excellent friendly and cooperative relations between our 
two countries will grow stronger and develop in the 
common struggle against imperialism and for indepen- 
dence, I take this opportunity to sincerely wish you 
greater success in your work for the stability and pros- 
perity of the country. 


Kim I]-song Greets Ghanaian Leader 
SK050515 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0507 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 5 (KCNA)—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
sent a message of greetings to Jerry John Rawlings, 
chairman of the Provisional National Defence Council 
of the Republic of Ghana, on March 4 on the occasion of 
the 31st anniversary of the independence of Ghana. 


The message says: 
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The Ghanaian people under your leadership are now 
scoring many successes in the efforts to achieve the 
national unity and build a new prosperous society. 


The Korean people heartily rejoice over the achieve- 
ments gained by the Ghanaian people and sincerely wish 
you and your people greater success in the work for the 
country’s independent development and the total liber- 
ation of Africa. 


I am convinced that the friendly and cooperative rela- 
tions between Korea and Ghana will in the future further 
expand and strengthen in various spheres in conformity 
with the principle of non-alignment and the demands of 
times for developing the South-South cooperation. 


Independence Anniversary Marked 
SK080477 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0430 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)—A meeting mark- 
ing the 31st anniversary of the independence of Ghana 
was held in Pyongyang on March 7. 


Present at the meeting were Kim Tok-chun, vice-chair- 
man of the Korean Physical Culture and Sports Guid- 
ance Committee and chairman of the Korea-Ghana 
Friendship Association, and working people in the city. 


A speech was made at the meeting. 


The meeting adopted a message of greetings to the 
chairman of the Provisional National Defence Council 
of the Republic of Ghana. 


Dailies Mark Independence Day 
SK060829 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0823 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 6 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today observe the 31st 
anniversary of independence of Ghana. 


A signed article ofp NODONG SINMUN says that since 
independence the Ghanaian people have achieved great 
success in the struggle to maintain the political stability 
of the country and build a society of justice. 


It goes on: 


The present government is augmenting its central and 
local power organs and strengthening its defence power 
so as to shatter the imperialists’ intervention and con- 
solidate the national independence. 


Ghana enforces a non-aligned policy in foreign affairs 
and struggles for the complete liberation of Africa 
against imperialism, colonialism and racism. The 
Korean people who treasure the friendship with the 
Ghanaian people wish them greater success in their 
future struggle. Meanwhile, a signed article of MINJU 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


CHOSON notes that the Korean people believe that the 
friendly and cooperative relations between the two coun- 
tries will further strengthen and develop in the future, 
too. 


Daily on Arrest of ‘Patriotic Students’ 
SK071039 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1030 GMT 7 Mar 88 


(“Reactionary Offensive Against Patriotic Forces”’— 
KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 7 (KCNA)—The South Korean 
fascist clique arrested and is harshly torturing and per- 
secuting patriotic students who occupied the “U.S. 
Information Service” building in Seoul and staged a 
sit-in. On March 5 it arrested three more patriotic 
students charging them with being “forces behind” it. 


Meanwhile, the puppets are stretching tentacles of sup- 
pression to students, crying that they would arrest the 
socalled “prime movers” and “backstage forces’ who 
pasted up large wall papers disclosing the seamy side of 
the KAL incident at universities in Seoul and Taegu. 


NODONG SINMUN today in a signed commentary 
says that this clearly shows how wild the South Korean 
military gangsters are running to block the just struggle 
of students. 


The commentary notes: 


The students struggled, taking the accursed aggressive 
organ of the U.S. imperialists as a target. It is a proud 
and patriotic action worthy of praise. The slogans 
shouted by students at the sit-in place are not only 
demands of theirs but also the unanimous will of the 
entire South Korean people. 


They disclosed the truth of the fake-up of the KAL 
incident because it was as clear as noonday that the 
incident was a drama directed and staged by the U.S. 
imperialists, the Japanese reactionaries and the South 
Korean puppets for an ulterior political purpose. 


This notwithstanding, the puppets regard the patriotic 
students who rose in the righteous struggle as criminals, 
and are getting frantic in the crackdown upon them. This 
can be done only by such traitors and fascist maniacs as 
the No Tae-u group. 


The No Tae-u military gangsters clique’s intensified 
suppression of students as never before is aimed at 
preventing the mass movement for independence, 
democracy and reunification led by students who have 
always taken the lead in the struggle in South Korea from 
expanding extensively once again. But no suppression by 
bayonet or smear campaign will bring “relief” to the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets. 
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CPRF Denounces Suppression in South 
SK080443 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0426 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)—The secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland made public its Information No. 442 on 
March 7, denouncing the No Tae-u group for its more 
frantic fascist suppression of people. 


The information said: 


On March | the puppet Seoul City Police Bureau issued 
a fascist repressive order to the first-line police stations 
to make a “wholesale clean-up” of the South Korean 
students and people who are against the military govern- 
ment, on the pretext of “infringement on citizen’s liv- 
ing” and the like. 


This is a vicious reactionary offensive against the people 
Opposing the extension of the military government and 
demanding the establishment of a civil government and 
a fascist outrage which discloses the true color of the 
military gangsters. 


The traitor No Tae-u discarded his ““commitments”’ to 
“*politics” for “democratic development” and “‘concord” 
like an old hat and has intensified fascist offensive 
against people. This fully shows once again that his 
“commitments” were a false propaganda to camouflage 
his robbery of power. 


The more recklessly the traitor No Tae-u wields a sword 
of suppression, the fiercer the flame of people’s r.sis- 
tance will grow. The fascist rule is bound to meet an end 
in the flame of struggle. 


The traitor No Tae-u must stop fascist suppression and 
step down without delay. 


‘Scheme’ for Chon Tu-hwan Nobel Prize Viewed 
SK081038 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1023 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)}—The “South 
Korean National Democratic Front’”’ (Hanminjon) vehe- 
mently denounces the scheme to give a Nobel Peace 
Prize to the traitor Chon Tu-hwan as an intolerable 
challenge to and unpardonable criminal act against our 
people and other peoples of the world who love justice 
and peace and want the peaceful reunification of Korea. 


A spokesman of the Central Committee of Hanminjon 
said this in his press statement issued on March 5 in 
connection with the fact that some parliamentarians of 
Britain and West Germany recently recommended the 
traitor Chon Tu-hwan as “candidate” for 1988 Nobel 
Peace Prize. 


He remarked: 
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As for “KAL incident” 5 years ago which they said Chon 
Tu-hwan “solvec peacefully,” it was a criminal incident: 
He illegally infilhrated a passenger plane into the sky 
above the Soviet cerritory for espionage at the bidding of 
his U.S. master. The “Rangoon incident” and the ““No- 
vember 29 KAL incident” were also the mean self-made 
dramas which were aimed at the maintenance and exten- 
sion of the colonial military dictatorial system. 


As for Chon Tu-hwan, a human butcher, violent peace 
disturber and war maniac, he is a criminal who is 
disqualified for existing on the globe. 


Chon Tu-hwan violated elementary democracy and civil 
rights by harshest fascist suppression and arrested and 
tortured to death numerous patriots and guiltless people 
who demanded independence, democracy and unifica- 
tion from the first days after he took the “presidential” 
chair by brandishing bayonets till he was expelled from 
“Chongwadae”’. 


In particular, the Kwangju bloodbath in which thou- 
sands of fellow countrymen were massacred remains a 
grudge for ever in the hearts of our people and left a 
sanguinary tragedy in the mind of progressive mankind. 


Instigated by the United States, the traitor Chon Tu- 
hwan participated in the Vietnam war, killing numerous 
peaceable people. After he took the presidential chair, he 
was frantic in preparations for a war against the North, 
persistently opposing peace in this land and its peaceful 
reunification. 


Chon Tu-hwan who had mobilized all the human and 
material resources in the South in carrying out the US. 
war policy has converted the land into the most danger- 
ous nuclear forward base covered with more than 1,000 
pieces of nuclear weapons and aggravated tensions 
through reckless military rehearsals and provocations, 
gravely menacing peace in this land as well as in Asia and 
the rest of the world. 


We can not but say that it is an entirely illegal act 
inviting world’s surprise and indignation to try to give a 
Nobel Peace Prize to such an arch criminal. 


The spokesman went on: 


To present a Nobel Peace Prize to the traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan who violated peace and committed a lot of 
treacheries, going against the will of the people and the 
trend of the times, is a perfidy little different from 
awarding a prize to Hitler or Tojo who brought tremen- 
dous calamities to mankind. 


We of Hanminjon, along with the entire people, cannot 
help deploring and expressing surprise at the fact that the 
Nobel Peace Prize which was instituted for world peace 
is being abused by peace violators and fascist hangmen. 
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A base attempt to give a Nobel Peace Prize to Chon 
Tu-hwan must be checked immediately and recommen- 
dation of him as a candidate for “Nobel Peace Prize” 
cancelled unconditionally. 


Kim Chong-il Replies to Birthday Greetings 
SK080439 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0421 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 8 (KCNA)}—Dear Comrade 
Kim Chong-il sent messages to Lansana Conte, president 
of the Military Committee of National Redressment of 
Guinea, president and head of state of the Republic of 
Guinea; Didier Ratsiraka, general secretary of the Mal- 
‘yasy Vanguard of Revolution and president of the 
Democratic Republic of Madagascar; Mathieu Kcrekou, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Party of the 
People’s Revolution of Benin, president and head of 
state of the People’s Republic of Benin and chairman of 
the National Executive Council; Mohamed ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz, president of the Saharan Arab Democratic Repub- 
lic and secretary general of the Polisario Front; France 
Albert Rene, secretary general of the Seychelles People’s 
Progressive Front and president of the Republic of 
Seychelles; Mohammad Hosni Mubarak, president of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt; Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
general secretary of the Central Committee of the Work- 
ers’ Party of Ethiopia and president of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; His Highness Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk, president of Democratic 
Kampuchea; and Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the execu- 
tive committee of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
and commander-in-chief of the Palestine Revolutionary 
Armed Forces; in reply to their messages of greetings on 
his birthday. 


In the messages Comrade Kim Chong-il expressed deep 
thanks to the foreign party and state leaders for their 
warm and friendly greetings on his birthday. 


Believing that the fraternal relations of friendship and 
cooperation established between the Korean party and 
people and the parties and peoples of those countries 
would grow stronger and develop in the future, too, he 
sincerely wished them greater successes in their noble 
work to build new societies. 


Hong Kong Paper Views ‘Power Struggle’ 
HK070109 Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 5 Mar 88 p 11 


[By David Chen: “Kim Dynasty Feels a Tremor’’} 


[Text] Distant rumblings of discontent can be heard 
from within the normally soundproof corridors of power 
in North Korea, so often the land of deafening silence. 


Ailing President Kim Il-song and his problem-child son 
and heir, Kim Chong-il, appear to be letting their vice- 
like grip on the reins of power in Pyongyang slip an 
millimetre or so. 
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Diplomats believe the military are starting to baulk at 
the prospect of the country being handed over to a man, 
who at best, could not be accused of being entirely sane. 


Their concern is shared by their capitalist neighbours in 
the South who are becoming increasingly worried about 
North Korean hanky-panky at the Olympic Games, 
which start in Seoul in September. The point is not lost 
on the world’s major powers, including the Soviet 
Union, the United States, China, Japan and the Euro- 
pean countries. 


The subject is believed to have been brought up by the 
American Secretary of State, Mr George Shultz, during a 
visit to Moscow early last month in his discussions with 
his Russian counterpart, Mr Eduard Shevarnadze. 


The South Koreans want huge quantities of diplomatic 
pressure put on Pyongyang not to disrupt the Olympics. 
The United States is thought to be helping by asking the 
Chinese and the Russians, North Korea’s two biggest 
allies, to make this clear to Pyongyang’s erratic leaders. 


The North is furious. The South will become the centre 
of world attention when it hosts the Games this summer 
and has only offered the North a few minor events. The 
North wants to co-host the whole event and will stage a 
boycott unless its demands are met. To make matters 
worse China and the Soviet Union have said they are 
going to compete in Seoul. 


Pyongyang’s normal reaction in circumstances such as 
these is to lash out like a spoiled child who can’t get its 
own way. This normally means things start exploding. 


The first warning came in November when a bomb 
exploded on board a South Korean airline over the 
Burmese coast, killing all 115 passengers. Pyongyang is 
widely thought to be responsible and a 26-year-old 
woman, a self-confessed North Korean agent, has admit- 
ted planting the bomb under orders from Kim Chong-il. 


It was the latest in a long line of terrorist attacks that has 
destroyed any chance of cordial relations between the 
two countries since it was divided at the end of the 
bloody Korean War. 


Kim Chong-i! has also been linked to the hacking to 


death of nerican officials by North Korean officers 
at Panm 1 1976, only months after he began to be 
lauded e star in the hierarchy. It was almost as 
if he ha: | to show that he had “arrived”. 


In 1983 Western intelligence services saw his hand in the 
bombing of the South Korean cabinet in Rangoon. 


By then he had been nominated as his father’s successor 
and wielded enormous power. Perhaps now he has 
overstepped the mark. 
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The North Koreans were roundly condemned for the 
bombing, giving another propaganda victory, albeit an 
expensive one, to the South. 


Then something really odd happened. Reports came in 
that a Chinese munitions train had exploded in North 
Korea. Pyongyang and Beijing denied the reports but 
some observers atiributed the blast to a group opposed to 
Kim Chong-il. 


Hot on the heels of these rumours, came the news that 
General O Guk-ryol [name as published] had been 
sacked as army chief of staff and replaced by a much 
older Korean War veteran, General Choe Gwang [name 
as published]. 


A hard-line idealogue, General O is believed to have 
been a classmate of Kim Il-song and was seen as his 
right-hand man. 


The dismissal was linked to the bombing and the train 
blast by observers in Japan. Was Kim Il-song angry with 
his favourite son or was he under pressure to curb his 
excesses? Nothing new has leaked out since and specu- 
lation has been mounting ever since. 


This is not to imply that the Kims are about to be taken 
out and shot. They run one of the most hard-line regimes 
in the world and their control is just about as total as one 
can get. 


It must be remembered Kim Senior is the man behind 

one of the most successful brainwashing exercises in 

recent history. Most of the population believes the South 

: a land of grinding poverty governed by the United 
tates. 


President Kim is revered by the nation, going under the 
less than modest title of ““Great and Beloved Leader”. 
Kim Junior has to make do with a humble “Dear 
Leader”’. 


However, observers believe that when the faintest rum- 
blings of discontent comes out of a nation like North 
Korea it must mean something is afoot. 


It is no secret that Kim Il-song has long cherished the 
idea of passing his “‘throne”’ to his eldest son. However, 
Kim Junior is an unpopular playboy and there is wide- 
spread opposition in both the party and the military to 
his succession. 


To complicate matters further, the old wily Kim also has 
three other children by his second wife, the eldest of 
whom is now 30 years of age—about the age Kim 
Chong-il was when he was trying to consolidate his 
power in the mid-1970s. 


Kim Senior also has a brother-in-law (his second wife’s 
younger brother), who is said still to wield some influ- 
ence in the hierarchy. 
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Throw in the fact that the military may have their own 
candidates for a possible successor and the whole picture 
becomes very cloudy. 


Which brings us back to the Olympics. 


Kim Il-song realises that the Seoul Olympiad will be a 
propaganda disaster for the North. At the same time, 
Moscow and Washington realise that in the current spirit 
of detente, a trouble-free Olympic games is the best way 
to show that world tension has now eased considerably. 
It will also be the first time in 12 years that the super- 
powers will be gathered under one “roof” in the true 
spirit of the games. 


But the threat of sabotage remains very real and while 
the United Nations Command in South Korea is thought 
to be quite capable of dealing with any North Korean 
adventure, it may not be able to stop a few stray shells 
from landing near enough to the South Korean capital to 
cause chaos. 


It is very much up to China and the Soviet Union to 
make it clear that such an incident v ould be completely 
unacceptable. 


However, relations between Pyongyang and Beijing have 
cooled in recent years as the vacillating Kim Il-song has 
tried to play China off against the Soviet Union. 


The North Koreans have allowed Russian reconnais- 
sance planes access over their air space to conduct 
surveillance work on the Chinese military in the sensi- 
tive Yellow Sea and Bohai F «y areas. 


Until a few years ago, China viewed North Korea as a 
fairly good friend, although the activities of Pyongyang 
leaders were somewhat irritating. China also needs 
North Korea for the less savoury business of a conduit 
for the sale of its arms abroad—something the Chinese 
have done repeatedly. 


But North Korea’s own erratic behaviour and the palace 
intrigues now being played out in Pyongyang have 
caused serious concern among top Chinese leaders, who 
have started to expand contacts with the South in recent 
years. 


This puts considerable pressure on the Soviet Union, 
now North Korea’s leading ally. The Russians prop up 
Pyongyang financially, pumping tens of millions of dol- 
lars into the creaky economy every year. 


However, Moscow will be only too well aware that the 
North Koreans will be fuming about the decision to 
attend the Olympic games. Stern words may not be 
enough to stop the unpredictable north causing trouble. 
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Much depends on the state of the power struggle inside 
Pyongyang. If Kim Chong-il rides the storm it spells 
trouble for everyone. If he is not, there is no guarantee 
another member of the family or a military strongman 
will be any better. 


Information about North Korea, as many specialists 
readily admit, is scanty but Pyongyang-watching is fast 
becoming a full-time occupation. 


Accurate intelligence could make the difference between 
the success and failure of the coming Olympics and the 
future of the two Koreas. 


Editorial Marks 1 March Anniversary 
SK051130 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2121 GMT 29 Feb 88 


[{NODONG SINMUN |! March editorial: “Let Us Defeat 
the Aggression and Interference of the U.S. Imperialists 
and Expedite the Independent and Peaceful Reunifica- 
tion of the Fatherland”’} 


[Text] Today marks the 69th anniversary of the historic 
| March popular uprising that added a shining chapter to 
the history of our country’s anti-Japanese movement for 
national liberation. 


The | March popular uprising was ignited by the mass 
anti-Japanese demonstration of 100,000 Pyongyang cit- 
izens with the patriotic youths and students, who Mr 
Kim Hyong-chik, an indomitable revolutionary fighter 
and outstanding leader of our country’s anti-Japanese 
movement for national liberation, had personally nur- 
tured, in the vanguard. It spread all over the country. 


The uprising was an eruption of the Korean people’s 
pent-up rancor and indignation against the Japanese 
imperialists’ bestial rule and was a nationwide anti- 
Japanese nation-saving resistance to restore national 
dignity and sovereignty. 


Through the | March popular uprising, our people 
demonstrated their patriotic mettle and invincible will 
not to tolerate the aggression of foreign forces but to 
achieve independence through a nationwide struggle, 
dealt a heavy blow to the Japanese imperialists’ colonial 
rule, and greatly encouraged the movement of the colo- 
nial oppressed for national liberation. 


The | March popular uprising taught our people the 
precious lesson that to win victory in a revolutionary 
Struggle, there must be the leadership of an outstanding 
leader, the main force of the revolution must be strength- 
ened, and a struggle must be waged on the basis of 
correct strategy and tactics. 


The century-long aspirations of our people for the emer- 
gence of an outstanding leader who would lead the 
anti-imperialist cause of national liberation to victory 
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were brilliantly realized because the great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song, the sun of the nation and legendary 
hero, embarked upon the road of the revolution, shoui- 
dering the fate of the fatherland and the nation on 
himself. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song created the 
immortal chuche idea, illuminated the advancing path of 
the Korean revolution with its resplendent rays, firmly 
built up the chuche-oriented forces of the revolution, and 
organized and led the arduous anti-Japanese revolution 
to a shining victory, thus accomplishing the historic 
cause of national liberation which the entire nation had 
eagerly longed for. 


After the liberation, our people, under the wise leader- 
ship of the respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, successfully carried out the task of the anti- 
imperialist and antifeudalistic democratic revolution, 
achieved a great victory in the fatherland liberation war, 
and powerfully accelerated the socialist revolution and 
construction, thereby turning the northern half of the 
Republic into an independent, self-reliant, and self- 
defending socialist power. 


However, our nation’s aspirations for national indepen- 
dence and sovereignty have not yet been realized nation- 
wide, and the South Korean people are still forced to 
suffer the life of colonial slaves. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: By 
perpetuating the division of our country and concoct‘ng 
two Koreas, the U.S. imperialists are trying to continue 
their occupation and domination of South Korea. And 
the Japanese reactionaries are attempting to restore their 
past status of colonial rulers in South Korea. The South 
Korean puppet clique is striving to realize its wild 
ambition for personal welfare and long-term power by 
maintaining the present state of North-South division. 


The U.S. imperialists, who occupied South Korea in 
place of the ruined Japanese imperialists, have indis- 
criminately trampled underfoot the people’s national 
dignity and sovereignty through a vicious neocolonial 
rule, behaving as masters in South Korea for nearly half 
a century. 


Trying to gain supremacy over all of Korea, Asia, and the 
world with South Korea as a military beachhead is the 
invariable wild ambition of the U.S. imperialists. Pro- 
ceeding from this aggressive wild desire, the U.S. impe- 
rialists have tried not to give South Korea up and have 
turned it into the largest forward nuclear '\23" «* ‘ve Far 
East where approximately 1,000 nuclear weapons of 
many types are deployed. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise, which the 
U.S. imperialists and their lackeys are waging by mobi- 
lizing some 200,000 U.S. troops and puppet armed 
forces, is a preliminary nuclear war to start an aggressive 
war against Korea and Asia. 
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The Japanese militarists, who have been revived under 
the support of the U.S. imperialists, have actively joined 
the maneuvers for aggression and war of the U.S. impe- 
rialists, strengthening political and military collusion 
witi: the South Korean puppets. 


With a criminal view to permanently seizing South 


Korea as a colonial military base, the U.S. imperialists. 


have established a military dictatorial regime in South 
Korea and have hampered the road of democratic devel- 
opment. 


Recently, the U.S. imperialists have staged the drama of 
changing lackeys and have placed traitor No Tae-u, their 
tamed lackey, in power, thus prolonging the pro-U.S. 
military, fascist regime. As long as South Korea remains 
a colony of the United States, democratic development 
cannot be expected. 


Traitor No Tae-u is a lackey of the United States and a 
military hooligan. Though the wretch is clamoring about 
the fulfillment of commitments to democratization, this 
is a far-fetched remark and a smoke screen to veil his 
scheme for military rule. With traitor No Tae-u taking 
power, the U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule over South 
Korea has become more brutal and the people cannot 
but continue to shed blood under the tyrannical rule of 
the colonial, fascist forces. In addition, a new obstacle 
has come to be laid on our people’s cause of national 
reunification and the danger of war has increased on the 
Korean peninsula. 


The U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u ring are more 
fanatically running wild in criminal maneuvers to make 
the division of the country a fait accompli with the 
Olympics as an occasion and to bring the fiery storms of 
war into the country by aggravating distrust and confron- 
tation within the nationland by straining the situation. 


The wretches have indiscriminately made such powder- 
reeking absurd remarks as punishment or retaliation, 
groundlessly abusing us by coming out with the passen- 
ger airliner incident, their self-produced and self-staged 
drama. 


Because of the indiscreet maneuvers of the U.S. imperi- 
alists and the No Tae-u ring, the situation of the country 
has been extremely strained, and a dangerous situation 
in which war may break out at any moment is being 
created. 


From the first day of national division up to today our 
party and the government of the Republic have put 
forward countless reasonable policies and proposals for 
peace and peaceful reunification and have consistently 
made efforts to realize them. 


Proceeding from single-hearted aspirations to turn the 
situation of the country in favor of peace and peaceful 
reunification, this year we have also proposed that a 
North-South joint conference be held to discuss the 
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problem of discontinuing large-scale military exercises, 
the problem of arranging multinational arms reduction 
talks, and other problems pending between the North 
and the South, and have made all sincere efforts to 
realize the proposal. 


This withstanding, the U.S. imperialists and the No 
Tae-u ring have answered our peace-loving efforts by 
daring to wage the “Team Spirit-88” joint military 
exercise, a test nuclear war to attack our Republic. This 
is nothing but a grave challenge to the nation’s aspira- 
tions for peaceful reunification and a declaration of total 
confrontation with us. 


The prevailing situation demands that all Korean com- 
patriots who love the country and the nation unani- 
mously turn out for a nationwide struggle to check and 
frustrate the policy of aggression and war of the U.S. 
imperialists and their lackeys and the scheme to concoct 
two Koreas. 


To restore the lost national dignity and sovereignty and 
achieve genuine freedom and liberation, the South 
Korean people must, above all, eradicate the colonial 
rule of the U.S. imperialists. The South Korean people 
should hold higher the anti-U.S. banner of independence 
and valiantly wage the sacred anti-U.S. struggle of 
national salvation to make the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sors and nuclear weapons withdraw from South Korea 
and to put an end to the U.S. imperialists’ interference in 
the internal affairs of South Korea. 


With the military dictatorial regime of the No Tae-u 
ring, a group of executors of the imperialists’ aggression, 
left intact, the aspirations of the South Korean people for 
independence, democracy, and reunification cannot be 
realized. 


The South Korean people should more fiercely fan the 
flames of the antifascist struggle for democratization to 
oppose military hooligan and traitor No Tae-u’s assump- 
tion of power and to establish civilian rule. 


The prevailing situation demands that our party mem- 
bers and workers watch with alertness every move of the 
U.S. imperialists and their lackeys and work with a 
strained and mobilized posture. 


All party members and workers should powerfully accel- 
erate the march of grand socialist construction, smashing 
every step of the new war provocation maneuvers of the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets while 
heartily upholding the New Year address of the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song and the .etter and slogans of 
the party Central Committee on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the Republic. 


The will of our party and people to prevent war, defend 
peace, and achieve independent and peaceful national 
reunification by promoting national reconciliation and 
unity is firm. No force in the world can break it. 
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The U.S. imperialists must look directly at the situation; 
give up the anachronistic policy of occupying South 
Korea, the policy of two Koreas, and the maneuvers to 
provoke a new war; and immediately withdraw from 
South Korea, taking along with them the forces of 
aggression and the nuclear weapons. 


The No Tae-u ring must discard the foolish idea of 
maintaining its poor life with the support of the U.S. and 
Japanese masters, step down from power without delay 
as demanded by the people, and come out to the site for 
the judgment of history. 


Only victory and glory are always promised to our people 
who struggle for the complete victory of socialism and 
national reunification, upholding the great leader Com- 
rade Kim II-song and following the tested leadership of 
the dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Current Situation in South Examined 
SK080935 (Clandestine) Voice of National 
Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 
22 Feb 88 


[From feature program “Our Assertions,” Voice of 
National Salvation Editorial Department special article: 
“The Present Situation and the Path Ahead for the 
People’ 


[Text] Today, there is acute confrontation between the 
aggressive forces—the fascist group of traitors—and the 
patriotic and democratic forces in South Korea. The 
present pro-U.S. military group that engineered No 
Tae-u’s win in the 16 December election through the 
worst ever vote fraud, embodying the crafty trick of 
deceiving and pacifying our masses, has now embarked 
upon a vicious fascist offensive against them on a scale 
as yet unknown to prolong and maintain dictatorial 
power without incident. 


Under the pretext of the so-called peaceful change of 
government and the successful hosting of the 1988 
Olympics, they are now seducing, dividing, and alienat- 
ing the masses of all walks of life who have declared the 
presidential election null and void and who call for an 
end to the military rule by hiding behind flowery words 
of democracy and reconciliation while harshly oppress- 
ing the patriotic masses who long for democratic and 
independent politics and by issuing violent orders of 
various types in rapid succession. 


Because of this, the unity that binds the democratic and 
patriotic forces and opposition forces continues to suffer 
grave ordeals and a large number of youths, students, 
and figures of all social standings who are against pro- 
longing the military rule are each day being put into 
custody or punished after being branded as an insidious 
force that destabilizes society and as left-leaning pro- 
communist forces. 
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The subjugation of South Korea by the United States, 
the work of the pro-U.S. military dictators, has now 
reached an even graver stage. The Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u ring, which has sold out the national sovereignty 
and dignity to the American aggressors, without leaving 
so much as a trace, has now thrust deeper into the hands 
of the U.S. monopoly conglomerates South Korea’s 
deformed colonial economy. It has buckled under to the 
brigandish U.S. pressure on South Korea to open its 
markets to U.S. goods, despite the strong opposition of 


the people. 


The anticommunist confrontational maneuvers designed 
to perpetuate national division have now reached the 
worst stage ever. While viciously kicking up a smear 
campaign against the North through the fabrication of a 
sordid anticommunist slanderous farce, the Chon Tu- 
hwan-No Tae-u ring is now frantically carrying out a 
military buildup and conducting the adventurous war 
exercise of northward invasion under the fictitious pre- 
text of a “hreat of southward invasion, thereby pushing 
the tension between the North and the South toward a 
state of war and attempting to perpetuate the division of 
the country’s territory at any cost by unilaterally hosting 
the 1988 Olympics. 


The United States, which has controlled the dictators 
from behind the scenes while they undertake all these 
traitorous and unpatriotic acts, now rejoice that the 
situation in South Korea is moving in the direction they 
want. 


With a view toward realizing stability in the colonial 
domination system by prolonging the military dictator- 
ship, the United States, while touting as if a new era of 
democratization had arrived in South Korea, now 
actively aids and abets the pro-U.S. group of military 
dictators both materially and spiritually. 


The facts confirm that South Korea is now being reduced 
to the stage where subjugation of South Korea to the 
United States and fascist suppression are more formida- 
bly carried out and is now being pushed deeper toward 
perpetual division and a war of invasion. 


This has aroused the deep concern and indignation of 
our masses who treasure the destiny of the country and 
the nation and who want independence, democracy, and 
reunification. If our people continue to look on today’s 
political situation with arms folded, yielding to the 
military dictators’ appeasement and their repression, a 
second Kwangju misery will come to this land, South 
Korea will be turned into a permanent subject land of the 
United States, and, thus, the tragedy of national division 
will be further deepened. In such a case, our masses will 
undergo all manner of suffering under the yoke of foreign 
forces and fascism in a land barren of independence and 
democracy where national sovereignty is completely 
trampled underfoot. 
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This is the sort of thing that the mere thought of makes 
us shudder. How can our masses, who have struggled for 
independence, democracy, and reunification for more 
than 40 years, shedding blood and devoting their youth 
and lives, look upon this gloomy situation with arms 
folded? 


Today’s situation, in which we stand at the crossroads of 
selecting whether we should live as slaves of the yankees 
or become an independent people, whether we should 
brook the extension of the pro-U.S. military dictatorship 
or achieve democratic politics, and whether we should 
allow perpetuation of national division or put an end to 
the history of national division, urgently demands that 
Our masses bring a storm of struggle, a storm of the 
second June popular resistance, to this land. 


Today our masses are faced with the heavy task of 
concentrating all possible efforts on the struggle to expel 
the aggressive U.S. forces under the anti-U.S. banner for 
independence. This is a most urgent requirement that 
has proceeded from the lesson our masses confirmed 
again in blood last year. 


Last year, our masses made remarkable progress in the 
struggle for independence, democracy, and reunifica- 
tion. In particular, the June mass resistance and the 
subsequent struggle from July to September drove the 
pro-US. military dictatorship to the brink of doom and, 
consequently, bored a hole of ruin in the colonial fascist 
system. 


In the gruesome mass movement last year, unprece- 
dented in the history of the mass movement in South 
Korea, the hot-blooded youths and students and ihe 
masses of all walks of life failed to achieve the goal of 
their struggle despite numerous victims. The task for 
democratization to liquidate the military dictatorship 
has returned to the starting point, and thicker clouds 
have hung over the road of independence and reunifica- 
tion, the long-cherished desire of our masses. 


Despite their bloody struggle, our people failed to 
achieve even their primary demand for establishing a 
civilian government and the fruition of their nation- 
saving movement was usurped by the pro-U.S. fascisi 
forces. This was by no means due to low heat in their 
enthusiasm for their struggle and the lack of energetic 
efforts. It was due to the U.S. policy of dominating South 
Korea and the active support of the United States for the 
South Korean military dictatorial forces. 


The lesson in blood taught by the mass movement last 
year was that unless our people liquidate U.S. domina- 
tion over and meddling with South Korea, our desire for 
national liberation and sovereignty and for democracy, 
civil rights, and national reunification cannot be 
achieved. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The conclusion our people have reached through the 
mass movement for the past 40 years, including the past 
year, is that the way to democracy, civil rights, and 
independent reunification lies precisely in the anti-U.S. 
struggle for independence. Therefore, our masses should 
more fervently wage anti-U.S. resistance to end the U.S. 
domination over and meddling with South Korea by 
holding aloft the anti-U.S. slogans for independence. 


Along with this, at present, our masses should not only 
condemn the United States, the midwife that has revived 
the pro-U.S. military dictatorship by manipulating the 
16 December illegal and fraudulent election, but should 
also wage the struggle to smash U.S. support for military 
dictators and U.S. pressure on South Korea to open 
markets for U.S. goods. Our masses should wage not only 
the struggle to boycott and reject imported U.S. goods 
and U.S. capital, but also the struggle against the “Team 
Spirit” military exercise. Our masses should also struggle 
to abolish all unfair and unequal treaties and agreen:ents 
concluded with the United States, to have nuclear weap- 
ons anJ U.S. forces withdrawn from this land, to regain 
the prerogative of supreme command over the South 
Korean Army, to achieve national sovereignty, and to 
completely eliminate U.S. domination over and med- 
dling with South Korea. 


Through these struggles, our people should make the 
year 1988 a year of great upsurge in one anti-U.S. 
movement for national liberation. Overthrowing the 
pro-U.S. military dictatorship is a vital task that should 
not be delayed even for a moment. The struggle for 
democratization accelerates the struggle for indepen- 
dence and the movement for reunification. 


Even though the regime has shifted to No Tae-u, there 
will be nothing for our masses to expect. The change 
from the Chon Tu-hwan regime to that of No Tae-u does 
not mean any change in the military dictatorship. The 
so-called peaceful change of government of the fascist 
group is nothing but a reorganization of the pro-U:S. 
military dictatorship. 


Therefore, if and when the assumption of the reins of 
power by traitor No Tae-u, a Kwangju murderer and a 
ringleader in the 12 December military coup d’etat, is 
allowed, more brutal fascist tyranny will be perpetrated 
in this land and unprecedented misery will be imposed 


upon the people. 


By ending the military rule of the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u ring through a more vigorous struggle against the 
dictatorship, our masses should lead the historic great 
march for democratization to victory. Along with this, 
our masses should more vigorously wage the struggle to 
overthrow traitor No Tae-u who fabricated his election 
through illegal and fraudulent methods in a bid to enter 
Chongwadae and, thus, to extend the military dictator- 
ship; the struggle to lay bare to the world the truth of the 
Kwangju incident and to bring the No Tae-u military 
dictatorial ring to trial by the people; and the struggle to 
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smash the deceptive trick of so-called national harmony 
and establish a democratic regime through great unity 
among the masses of all walks of life. 


At the same time, our masses should vigorously wage the 
struggle for the unconditional release of all political 
prisoners and other related detainees and for their 
amnesty and reinstatement; the struggle against all evil 
fascist laws and repressive organs; the struggle for the 
freedom of political activities by progressive political 
parties, public organizations, and personages; the strug- 
gle for the freedom to study advanced and progressive 
ideologies and the freedom of the press; and the struggle 
to make the murderous military dictatorial regime step 
down from power and establish a democratic regime. 
Thus, our masses should make this year a year for 
overthrowing the military dictatorship and a year for 
winning democracy. 


To bring an end to the history of the national territory's 
tragic division is an unchanging desire and supreme 
order of the entire population. Running counter to the 
aspirations of our patriotic masses for reunification 
based on collaboration with communism, the United 
States and military dictators are even today darting 
toward the perpetuation of national division. 


Before the end of this year our masses should shed a ray 
of new hope on the path toward national reunification, 
which has remained our dream for the past more than 40 
years, by resolutely frustrating and checking the maneu- 
vers of the splittist forces within and without to perpet- 
uate national division. 


At he same time, our masses should cause the hot wind 
of the reunification movement to blow vigorously by 
promoting such goals as the realization of reunification 
based on collaboration with communism, after crushing 
the national policy of anticommunism and the anti- 
Republic campaign, the realization of such (?talks for 
reunification) as a North-South joint conference 
attended by the representatives of the masses, the frus- 
trating of maneuvers for cross-recognition and for the 
North’s and South’s simultaneous admission into the 
United Nations, which are pursued by the splittists 
within and without to fabricate two Koreas, and, going 
one step further, with the founding of the Democratic 
Confederal Republic of Koryo. 


They should also reject the unilateral hosting of the 1988 
Olympics, which paves the way for the perpetuation of 
national division and crowns the military dictators with 
the laurel of victory, and should stage a strong struggle to 
achieve great national reconciliation through the cohost- 
ing of the Olympics by the North and South. 


In this way, our masses should make this a historic year 
in which they arrange a turning point for reunification of 
the divided national territory. 
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In fact, the breakthrough for a (?democratic) reunifica- 
tion lies in the unified struggle sf the masses of all walks 
of life. 


Uniting with aggression—fascism—leads to self-destruc- 
tion. The most important prescription to reinvigorate 
and render the mass movement more active 1s to raise 
the masses consciousness. Practice has proven the truth 
that victory lies in the movement of raising the masses 
consciousness. 


Forerunners and leaders of the mass movement should 
render more substantial the work of raising the masses 
consciousness. They should drastically expand the ranks 
of the anti-U.S. cause for national salvation into a rank 
of tens of millions of people with their eyes open to the 
consciousness of independence by rendering more active 
such things as ideological circles, workers’ night school, 
activities in the rural and industrial community, and 
letter-writing operations while staying in the midst of the 
masses, the exact site of consciousness-raising. 


Putting spurs to the work of organizing the masses is a 
pressing demand for the cause of independence, democ- 
racy, and reunification. The cause of organizing the 
masses is the driving force behind the anti-U.S. and 
antifascist cause of national reunification. 


All types of leaders of the mass movement should make 
substantial efforts to come up with a solid organization 
which has a firm base among the masses, not an organi- 
zation wrapped in an eye-dazzling cover with no sub- 
stance at all. In this way, they should cause the solid 
struggle organizations to proliferate wherever the masses 
are. At the same time, they should see to it that the 
movement organizations retain their purity while 
remaining intensely vigilant against their reform and 
transformation into pro-government organizations. 


Also, they should defend the movement organizations 
against the suppression of the fascist dictators and 
actively protect the backbone of the movement. 


The masses’ joining the movement is one of the crucial 
conditions for the implementation of the cause of inde- 
pendence, democracy, and reunification. The saying: 
“United we stand, divided we fall” is a bitter lesson that 
our masses confirmed last year. 


The patriotic masses of all walks of life can never afford 
to repeat the lasting regret of having failed last year, due 
to a lack of unity, to translate into democratic politics 
the fruit called the direct presidential election system, 
which has been attained by bloodshed. 


The accord and unity among the patriotic masses of all 
walks of life are to be achieved through a positive joint 
harmonious struggle. All manner of anti-U.S. and anti- 
dictatorial national salvation forces should form a pan- 
national united front out of a single-minded patriotism, 
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transcending ideology, political views, party factions, 
and affiliation, and then stage a strong unified joint 
struggle for independence, democracy, and reunifica- 
tion. 


Today’s great march is not propitious at all. Neverthe- 
less, our masses’ just cause of independence, democracy, 
and reunification is certain to be victorious. 


Our masses are no longer the ones who have suffered the 
wielding of bayonets and oppression by the Yankee 
aggressors and military dictators in the land that lacked 
an anti-U.S. wind. 


In the course of a protracted bloody struggle, our masses 
have not only awakened politically and been tested, but 
they have also acquired rich experience. With the great 
growth of core members of the movement and the 
extraordinary promotion cause of raising consciousness 
and organizing the masses of all walks of life, our 
patriotic and democratic forces have grown to be a 
mighty force with which to be reckored. 


No violent bayonet-wielding oppression nor cunning 
deceptive trick can stop the solemn historic stream of 
our masses who are moving toward national liberation, 
democratic politics, and independent reunification. 


The glory of chuche shines in the blue sky, and the 
horizon of victory is just around the corner. 


By opening their eyes, all the masses who love justice and 
truth should rouse themselves to action to lead to victory 
the resistance struggle for national salvation which has 
continued for nearly half a century, thereby marking this 
as a meaningful year of creating a great turning point for 
achieving the national aspiration of independent and 
peacef . reunification, after liquidating the fascist colo- 
nial rule. 


South Korea 


Letters for North-South Talks Received 
SK080930 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0900 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The Korean Red Cross Society has announced 
that it received letters addressed to 48 persons, including 
Prime Minister Yi Hyon-chae and representatives of 
political parties and public organizations, from the 
North Korean side today through Panmunjom. The 
letters called again for the holding of a so-called North- 
South joint conference. 
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JSP Official Favors New Policy Toward ROK 
SK080247 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0229 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 8 (YONHAP)}—A top Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP) official said he has no doubt that 
the bombing of a South Korean airliner last November 
was a terrorist act by specially trained North Korean 


agents. 


In an interview Monday with the Yonhap News Agency, 
Issei Inoue, the JSP’s director of international affairs, 
said various intelligence reports and circumstantial evi- 
dence led him to conclude that the bombing was a 
criminal act committed by North Korea. 


Inoue was the first senior member of the Japanese 
Opposition party, which maintains close relations with 
communist North Korea’s Workers Party, to hold 
Pyongyang responsible for the bombing on Nov. 29 last 
year that killed all 115 people aboard Korean Air flight 
858. 


On the basis of a confession by a woman suspect extra- 
dited from Bahrain where she was apprehended by 
authorities, South Korea has blamed North Korea for 
bombing the civilian airliner saying that North Korea’s 
purpose was to frighten countries from participating in 
the Seoul Olympics which it has sought to co-host. 


Kim Hyon-hui, a 26-year-old daughter of a former North 
Korean diplomat, confessed in January that she and a 
male companion, traveling as father and daughter on 
forged Japanese passports, placed a bomb aboard the 
KAL jet acting on orders from the highest authorities of 
North Korea to obstruct the Seoul Olympic games. 


Flight 858, which originated in Baghdad, Iraq, made one 
stop in Abu Dhabi but later vanished over the Andaman 
Sea near Burma before a scheduled refueling stop in 
Bangkok en route to Seoul. 


North Korea, however, has denied that it was involved 
in the bombing and has insisted that the South Korean 
Government manipulated the whole story to gain an 
advantage in domestic politics. 


Inoue, who also serves as a member of the JSP’s central 
executive committee, called on his party to join the 
(South) Korea-Japan Parliamentarians Union to build 
friendly relations with the South Korean Government. 


He labeled his party’s Korea policy of not recognizing 
South Korea as anachronistic, saying that he expects the 
JSP will change its policy toward the Korean peninsula 
and that he is determined to seek such a change in policy. 


South Korea, staunchly anti-communist, has refused to 
issue an entry visa to a JSP lawmaker and demanded a 
fundamental change in the socialist party’s policy toward 
Korea. 
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Inoue said he will also try to obtain the approval of the 
South Korean Government for the entry of Kenjiro 
Kawamata. 


He denounced JSP General-Secretary Tsuruo Yamagu- 
chi for having requested the Japanese Government and 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Par.y to use their influ- 
ence on the South Korean Government to gain Kawa- 
mata’s entry, saying that the matter pertains to the 
sovereignty of the Seoul government. 


Inoue said the JSP and the South Korean Government 
should take the initiative in resolving the matter. 


JSP General-Secretary Yamaguchi, however, immedi- 
ately countered Inoue’s remarks saying that they consti- 
tuted Inoue’s private opinion but not the official posi- 
tion of his party. 


Yamaguchi said on Tuesday there have been no changes 
in the party’s official position that it has not yet reached 
the right juncture to make a conclusion on the KAL 
bombing and that the party’s participation in the Korea- 
Japan Parliamentarians Union is subject to careful con- 
sideration. 


Takako Doi, chairwoman of the JSP, also rejected 
Inoue’s remarks describing them as his private opinion. 


Inoue’s remarks drew mixed responses from inside the 
JSP as leftist groups denounced them as a violation of 
the party’s official position while the rightist groups 
welcomed them as a courageous act. 


Meanwhile, Japanese news media reported on Tuesday 
that the (South) Korean Embassy here has formally 
notified the JSP that it cannot approve the entry of 
Kawamata or Doi because the JSP has made no changes 
in its hostile policy toward South Korea. 


U.S. Impatience on Trade Matters Viewed 
SK080004 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
6 Mar 88 p 3 


[From the “*Reporter’s Memobook” column by Washing- 
ton Correspondent Pyon Yong-sik: “The United States 
Has Become Impatient’) 


[Text] Everything is smoothly dealt with in the United 
States these days when one cites the pretext of “improv- 
ing competitiveness.” The U.S. Congress passed a bill on 
increasing the highway speed limit under the pretext of 
“improving competitiveness.” Public opinion prevailed 
that if the speed limit was increased from 55 miles per 
hour to 65 miles per hour, traffic accidents would only 
increase. However, when the authors of the bill and 
lawmakers who support it cited the pretext of improving 
competitiveness, the speed limit bill passed immediate- 
ly. There is no evidence that since the speed limit on the 
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expressways was increased, competitiveness in the U.S. 
industries and individual lives has improved. Instead, 
more people have been killed in traffic accidents. 


When Americans dea! with anything, they cite the pre- 
text of “improving competitiveness.” This is evidence 
that they have become impatient. Like an unhealthy 
person extraordinarily stressing “health,” some people 
cry for “competitiveness.”” Other people also desperately 
worry about “America in decline.” Any book, magazine, 
or thesis, :f it is entitled “America in Decline” or the like, 
sells like hot cakes. This has become the most popular 
book title for authors. 


Such an atmosphere prevails in the C-agress and in 
industrial, academic, and press circles. However, only 
the U.S. Administration appears to have assumed a calm 
attitude. The U.S. Administration, which was influenced 
by this atmosphere, now feels more pressed and is 
becoming aggressive in dealing with foreign trade dis- 
putes. 


U.S. Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter delivered a 
speech on the new Korean-U.S. economic relations at the 
Korean-U.S. Society in New York on 2 March. His 
speech was a milestone, disclosing a completely changed 
face for the U.S. Administration as far as its foreign 
trade policies are concerned. He used many threatening 
expressions that may have been used in dealing with 
hostile countries. Some people term his speech “a decla- 
ration of economic war against the No Tae-u regime.” 
However, a more important meaning of his speech seems 
to be that the U.S. Administration, openly recognizing 
that the U.S. economy has been weakened, has given up 
its sense of dignity or tolerance, which it had when it was 
a first-class country. 


Representative Yeutter called on Korea not to kill the 
“goose that lays the golden eggs” (referring to the United 
States) by building trade barriers. This statement over- 
whelmed me with pity. However, the main point of his 
speech is that because the growth of the Korean economy 
has benefited from open U.S. markets, Korea must pay 
for the benefits it has received from the United States by 
opening its markets. His speech is tantamount to threat- 
ening that the United States will no longer tolerate the 
immature talk of Korea. The expressions that he used 
were so straightforward that I was frightened by them. I 
want to ask Representative Yeutter one thing: Why have 
you not taken retaliatory trade measures against Brazil, 
which the United States began to investigate in 1985, 
based on Article 301? At the same time, the United 
States began to investigate Korean insurance markets. As 
soon as the United States began to investigate into Brazil 
concerning its unfair practices in the information and 
scientific industries in alleged violation of Article 301, 
Brazil braved it out, as if to say, “Do whatever you 
want.” Then, why are you so generous to Brazil, which 
has built a high barrier, after passing the deadline of | 
1/2 years? 
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Representative Yeutter threatened that “imbalance in 
world trade gives no time to anyone,” did he not? 


Grain To Be Bought From U.S. 
SK080125 Seoul THE KOREx« TIMES in English 
8 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Korean feed-making industrialists have decided 
to purchase feed grains directly from the United to States 
help correct the trade imbalance between two countries. 


A 10-member purchasing mission, led by Pak Chan- 
kong, president of the Korea Feed Association, will leave 
for the United States on March 20 to purchase corns and 
soybeans for feed and industrial use, the Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Ministry announced. 


The buying mission will visit major corn-and soybean- 
producing areas for spot purchasing and meet American 
officials and farmers to explain the current situation of 
Korea’s agricultural and livestock industry, and difficul- 
ties for the complete import liberalization in the field, 
according to ministry officials. 


The officials said they expect that the mission’s activities 
will contribute to easing trade frictions between two 
nations. 


Korea imported $640 million worth of corns, soybeans 
or 61.5 percent of the total feed imports in 1986 and 
$848 million or 76.6 percent in 1987. This year, about 
100 million worth of corns and soybeans are expected to 
be imported from the country through the spot purchas- 
ing there. 


The buying mission included Sin Myong-su, president of 
the Dong Bang Corp.; Kim Chong-pae, vice president of 
the Korea Livestock Cooperatives Federation; Cha Tu- 
oh, chairman of the Hanil Feed Co,; and Kim chong-su; 
vice-president of the Cheil Sugar Co. 


The United States, threatening to invoke Section 301 of 
the trade act, has demanded that Korea further open 
such markets as insurance, services, cigarettes, agricul- 
ture and beef. 


‘Anti-U.S. Association’ Members Arrested 
SK080623 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
8 Mar 88 p 11 


[Text] On 7 March, the Agency for National Security 
Planning [NSP] announced that it had uncovered a 
so-called “Anti-U.S. Youth Association” which was a 
behind-the-scenes organization of the “Youth Student 
Commandos for National Salvation’’ which occupied 
and staged a sit-in at the American Cultural Center in 
Seoul on 24 February. The NSP arrested Chang Won- 
sop, former Korea University student who is a guidance 
member for the Seoul district; Yi Chol-u, student of 
Seoul City College who is a guidance member for the 


— — —_ —_ 
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metropolitan area; Yi Pyong-kwang, Yonsei University 
student; and An Hui-chong, former Korea University 
student, on the charge of violating the National Security 
Law. 


In addition, the NSP is looking for some other people 
involved in this case including Cho Hyok, Korea Uni- 
versity student who is chairman of the Anti-U.S. Youth 
Association, and Kim Kil-sang, Yonsei University stu- 
dent and guidance member for the Kyongsang provinces. 
Assuming that the Anti-U.S. Youth Association made 
the wall papers which carried North Korea’s assertions 
on the KAL incident, the NSP is continuing the investi- 
gation. 


So far, 11 people have been arrested in connection with 
this organization. 


According to their arrest warrant, those who have been 
under arrest including Chang and those on the wanted 
list including Cho reorganized in November last year 
into the so-called ‘National Committee of Students and 
Youths for Ideological Movement”, which was orga- 
nized mainly by Korea University students, and decided 
to form the “Anti-U.S. Youth Association.” From 20 to 
29 January, they held gatherings at Sogang University, 
Kugmin University, and an unidentified cathedral in 
Fifth Chongno Stree’, and enacted programs and rules of 
life. They formulated the structure by separately orga- 
nizing the congress and guidance committee and com- 
pleted the election of key members. 


Of its members, the five including Yonsei student Han 
Ki-won were arrested while staging a sit-in in the Amer- 
ican Cultural Center in Seoul on 24 February. Tongguk 
University student Yang Hong-kwan was arrested for 
making the summary of Kim Il-song’s New Year message 
carried by the Voice of National Salvation of the North 
Korean puppets and for printing it for the education of 
its members. 


National Assembly Passes New Election Law 
SK080521 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0456 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 8 (YONHAP)—The National 
Assembly passed the government party’s amendment bill 
to the legislative election law solely with the unilateral 
suppor of ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP) law- 
makers in a swift session early Tuesday morning. 


The bill's passage, declared by the vice speaker, came 
amid violent clashes between the ruling and opposition 
lawmakers. The bill restores the single-member constit- 
uency or the so-called small constituency system for the 
first time in 17 years and also boosts the number of seats 
in the legislative body from the current 276 to 299. 


The unilateral passage of the bill by the DJP lawmakers 
immediately provoked a strong protest from the three 
opposition parties—the Reunification Democratic Party 
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(RDP), the Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) and 
the New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP)}—which 
labeled the DJP’s surprise move an act of seizure. 


Even though the action will certainly aggravate the 
tension between the ruling and opposition camps for the 
time being, the bill’s passage will inevitably require each 
of the parties to speed up their preparations for the 
general elections, which under the constitution, must be 
held no later than April 28. 


The early morning session lasted only one minute. Vice 
Speaker Chang Song-man entered the assembly’s main 
conterence hall at about 2:10 a.m. (local time) closely 
escorted by a group of 20 National Assembly building 
guards and declared the bill’s passage by striking the 
gavel soon after he stepped onto the podium. 


Rep. Chang, using an emergency door to sneak into the 
hall, acted so quickly that the opposition lawmakers who 
were then occupying the speaker’s table failed to block 
his action. The opposition lawmakers had earlier man- 
aged to block the government party’s attempt to pass the 
bill since the plenary session was first convened at 10 
p.m. the previous night. 


While the opposition parties have agreed to the single- 
member constituency system, they claimed that the 
opposition and ruling camps should iron out differences 
over some detailed provisions. They contended that 
some provisions included in the government party’s bill 
could be utilized by the incumbent government in its 
attempt to influence the elections. 


The DJP spokesman, in a statement issued hours after 
the bill’s passage at the National Assembly, said his 
party’s unilateral move was inevitable due to the oppo- 
sition parties’ whimsical attitudes toward the single- 
member constituency system and the lack of time since 
the National Assembly’s current plenary session ends 
Tuesday. 


The ruling party’s unilateral passage of the bill came 
after two months of tedious negotiations between the 
two rival camps which failed to reach any compromise 
up to the last minute. The ruling party originally hoped 
that the general elections would be held in February, 
prior to President No Tae-u’s inauguration on Feb. 25. 


The government party’s original plan had to be post- 
poned, however, due to requests by the opposition 
parties which sought more time to reorganize after their 
defeat in the presidential election held on Dec. 16 last 
year. The opposition parties, especially the RDP and the 
PPD, have waged a series of unsuccessful party-to-party 
talks over the past few months in an effort to bring about 
a unified opposition. The failure of the two main oppo- 
sition parties to unite has also undermined their mutual 
efforts to unify their positions on the election law 
amendment. 
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DJP Justifies Passage 
SK080429 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
8 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Soon after the parliamentary election law bill was 
unilaterally passed in the National Assembly on the early 
morning of 8 March, DJP spokesman Yu Kyong-hyon 
issued a statement. In the statement, he said: We have 
waited until the last moment and made concessions for 
the sake of having an important conclusion of the 
12th-term National Assembly based on the spirit of 
harmonious politics and the revision of the Constitution 
through agreement. However, the handling of the bill by 
the National Assembly was not properly carried out. We 
express regret for this. 


He then added that “however, the passage of the election 
law bill in such a way was inevitable under the situation 
in which there was no other method in view of the time 
limit of the parliamentary elections in April as stipulated 
in the Constitution.” 


Opposition Denounces Passage 
SK080419 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
8 Mar 88 p I 


[Text] RDP spokesman Kim Tae-yong issued a state- 
ment in connection with the DJP’s unilateral passage of 
the election law. 


His denunciation noted: The passage of the new election 
law in an anomalous and blitzkrieg manner by the DJP 
side which stipulated various poisonous provisions 
designed for the No Tae-u regime, which took office by 
advocating democratization and harmonious politics, to 
steal votes proved that the No Tae-u regime is merely 
giving lip-service to harmonious politics and that it has 
no will to carry out democratic and harmonious politics. 
This cannot avoid fierce denunciation. 


An Tong-son, spokesman of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy, also issued a statement and denounced that 
“the DJP’s passage by means of force, while refusing 
negotiations, of the parliamentary election bill which 
may allow one to carry out an unjust election is an act 
designed to assume the reins of the Assembly through a 
rigged election. 


This cannot avoid the people’s denunciation. 


RDP Submits Single-Member Format 
SK080303 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
8 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Lawmakers of the opposition Reunification Dem- 
ocratic Party yesterday introduced a revision bill to the 
parliamentary election law adopting a single-member 
election format to the national Assembly. 
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The bill, endorsed after a heated debate, is the same as 
the one presented by another opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD] Saturday. It was jointly drafted 
by negotiators of the two parties. 


The RDP lawmakers’ action came following the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party’s unilateral passage of its own 
revision bill at the Home Affairs Committee of the 
Assembly. 


Although the RDP’s choice of a single-member format 
meets a precondition set by the PPD for a merger 
between the two, it is still unlikely that the PPD would 
push for the proposed merger. 


While presenting the joint revision bill, the RDP law- 
makers made it clear that the merger is out of the 
question unless PPD president Kim Tae-chung vows his 
retirement to a political second line. 


Kim is scheduled to have press conference tomorrow to 
clarify his position but from all indications, he is not 
expected to announce his retirement. 


A party source said Kim’s unconditional retirement is 
unthinkable at this moment because the prospects for an 
Opposition integration are dim. 


Kim said earlier in the day that he would closely watch 
whether the RDP finally chooses a single-member for- 
mat and decide his course of action. 


Now that the RDP has taken up the same revision bill as 
the PPDs, Kim appears to have no more room to avoid 
the proposed merger with the RDP. 


But at the same time, he also seems to have no desire to 
withdraw to a second line, despite his repeated promise 
that he would do so once the opposition is integrated. 


The attraction of a merger with the RDP has almost 
vanished now that Kim has achieved the single-member 
formao which he considers to be a tool for his party to 
gain superiority over the RDP. 


Well aware the PPD is dragging its feet on the merger, 
some RDP lawmakers argued that it was absurd for the 
RDP to adopt an election format which two thirds of its 
Assembly members actually oppose. 


But at yesterday’s full congress, the prevailing view was 
that the RDP should go for the one-lawmaker-per- 
district system separately from the issue of merging with 
the PPD. 


Even those opposed to the single-member format said 
the opposition should be reunified and that for this, Kim 
Tae-chung should retire to a back seat. 
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In response to such RDP pressure, PPD spokesman An 
Tong-son hinted in a statement that his party and party 
president Kim would not yield to it. 


An said Kim Tae-chung has no plan to meet Kim 
Yong-sam, the resigned RDP president, to discuss the 
merger because he lost control of the RDP with his 
resignation. 


RDP Faces Bad Crisis 
SK080217 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
8 Mar 88 p 2 


[By staff reporters Sin Hak-nim] 


[Text] The major opposition Reunification Democratic 
Party is caught in the most serious internal trouble since 
its birth in May last year in the face of parliamentary 
elections. 


A sense of crisis prevails among a number of its incum- 
bent lawmakers, particularly those from rural districts, 
who are looking at an assured defeat under the single- 
member small constituency system in the forthcoming 
elections. 


They are also negative on the prospect for eventual 
merger between the RDP and its rival Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD] unless PPD president, Kim Tae- 
chung quits from the opposition leadership. 


They warn that the status of the RDP as the major 
Opposition party would be endangered because of the 
small constituency system if an opposition integration 1s 
not realized. 


They opine that the PPD which has an invincible power 
base in tht Cholla Provinces, is likely to emerge as the 
major opposition party whereas the RDP and its former 
president Kim Yong-sam are losing ground in their 
stronghold of Pusan and Kyongsang provinces. 


They doubt that Kim Tae-chung will keep his promise to 
step down from the forefront opposition leadership after 
the opposition integration, which appears unlikely as yet. 


The resignation of Kim Yong-sam from the RDP presi- 
dency was apparently premature and resulted in a “‘lead- 
ership vacuum” as his protege Kim Myong-yun failed to 
grip full control of the party management. 


Internal discontent began to emerge over the party 
position on the parliamentary district formula and the 
management of the party after an extra national conven- 
tion of the RDP on Jan. 6. 


Kim Yong-sam was unanimously renamed as the RDP 
leader in a vote of confidence but the installation of new 
faces to top party offices invited complaints from hard- 
core members. 
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Senior RDP members’ dissatisfaction grew when Hwang ‘Easy’ Reelections Over 
Pyong-tae, former dean of a Seoul university, was | SK080233 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
appointed as a vice president by Kim Yong-sam without 8 Mar 88 pp 2, 7 

prior consultation with other key post-holders. 


ni ; [News analysis” column by staff reporter Choe Nam- 
In addition, the RDP president showed his determina- _hyon: “Days of ‘Easy’ Reelection Over for Parliamentar- 
tion to seek the smali constituency system, asserting that —_ians”) 
it was the official party line. 


Many RDP lawmakers showed a collective sigh of pro- [Text] With the adoption of an electoral system permit- 

test against the party leadership, launching a signatory _ ting one lawmaker to represent each district, the halcyon 

campaign under the initiative of floor leader Kim Hyon- _— days are over for parliamentarians seeking reelection. 

kyu, to mount pressure on the party leader to change the 

party line to adopt the medium-sized districts. In the past, a politician was virtually assured of a 
parliamentary seat as soon as he was nominated as a 

They threatened to leave the RDP to form a new Candidate by the ruling party or the main opposition 

Opposition party in an alliance with several maverick _ party. 

lawmakers unless the RDP president accepts their 

demand. A two-party system was fostered by the election of two 
lawmakers in each electoral district, making it almost 

Kim Yong-sam gave in to their demands in order to _ impossible for an independent or third party candidate 

maintain his party leadership. to be elected. 


Then the RDP president made a dramatic political But now candidates have to fight it out to win a plurality 
gambit by resigning from party presidency “to pave the | Vote and become a parliamentarian. 
way for an opposition integration.” 


When the general elections are held next month, compe- 


Internal bickering among the RDP lawmakers resumed __ tition will be fiercer by far in most districts. 

when Kim Yong-sam attempted to regain the leadership — 

after two weeks of political seclusion to facilitate a § In some areas, however, voting is deemed meaningless 
merger with the PPD, agreeing to the PPD demand for _ because one party is far more favored than other parties. 
the adoption of the small constituency system. 


Kwangwon-do is a province where those running on the 


Kim’s followers and lawmakers from urban districts ticket of the ruling Democratic Justice Party wiil cer- 

favored the unconditional merger of the two rival parties _‘ tainly win the elections. 

and those from rural districts opposed it for their per- 

sonal interests. But DJP candidates running in Seoul, Pusan and other 
large cities face an uphill battle. 


Now, with the adoption of the small constituency system 
for the April general elections and the unclear prospect _In general, opposition candidates stand a better chance 
for Opposition integration, several RDP lawmakers are _ of being elected in large cities than in rural areas. 
expected to threaten to leave the party. 
But one exception is Cholla provinces where Kim Tae- 
RDP floor leader Kim Hyon-kyu made it clear in a _ chung, president of the opposition Party for Peace and 
meeting with reporters and his colleagues that he would Democracy [PPD], is still popular after his defeat in the 
run for the National Assembly as an independent. He _ presidential election in December last year. 
told his aide not to attach the name of RDP to election 
pamphlets. Those running there need Kim’s blessing to be elected. It 
is the same with Kwangju, a large city in Chollanam-do. 
Whether Kim Yong-sam, a politician who began his 
career as a National Assemblyman at the age of 26, will | Because of regional characteristics, competition for 
find a clue to getting his party out of the crisis remains to nomination will be fiercer in some districts than compe- 
be seen. However, he appears to have a few alternatives. _ tition for election. 


Kim will have to keep his hands off the party manage- The DJP, which railroaded the small-constituency sys- 
ment completely or seek a meeting with his archrival tem of one lawmaker per district through the National 
Kim Tae-chung to revive efforts for the opposition | Assembly Home Affairs Committee yesterday, faces a 
integration at the risk of losing his face in defiance of deep internal division between those who are likely to be 
strong objections from hardliners in the party. reelected and those who are not. 
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DJP lawmakers from Seoul, Pusan, other large cities and 
Cholla provinces are dispirited while those who have 
supported the small-constituency system look relaxed. 


Happy are those lawmakers, elected by proportional 
representation, who are not promised a chance to run in 
district elections. 


Some lawmakers from Seoul say that they would like to 
leave the political arena before elections are held instead 
of losing them. 


Others find it difficult to criticize the party leadership 
for adopting the small-constituency system publicly, as 
they would make themselves look very weak to voters. 


The depressing mood is shared by DJP lawmakers from 
Kwangju and Chollanam-do, who say there is almost no 
chance of being reelected so long as Kim Tae-chung 
campaigns for PPD candidates. 


An optimistic estimate projects the reelection of five 
DJP lawmakers, including floor leader Yi Tae-sun, in the 
23 districts in Kwangju and Chollanam-do. 


One tactic used by DJP lawmakers from large cities to 
avoid a defeat is to move into rural districts. Former 
Seoul Mayor Yom Po-hyon wishes to run in his home- 
town in Kangwon-do instead of Seoul. 


Another is for powerful DJP lawmakers to enter into a 
secret agreement with influential opposition candidates, 
who may not want to fight against them, to avoid 
running in the same districts. 


One who refuses to compromise is Rep. Yi Chong-chan, 
who says he will run in Chongno, one of the most fiercely 
contested districts, regardless of the election outcome. 


The DJP finds too many people seeking nomination in 
districts where the challenge looks minimal, and too few 
people in large cities, where it plans to provide maxi- 
mum support to its candidates. 


Competition for nomination by the Reunification Dem- 
ocratic Party is particularly fierce in Pusan, which is one 
of the party’s strongholds. 


Former RDP president Kim Yong-sam was asked by the 
party leadership to run in the national constituency 
election. 


But Kim’s aides say he will not run regardless of whether 
it 1s a district election or national constituency election 
by proportional representation. 


Some retired military officers, who supported Kim in the 
presidential election, will run in the national constitu- 
ency election. 
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The RDP and the PPD, whose merger talks do not seem 
to be leading anywhere, find it difficult to field candi- 
dates in each other’s strongholds. 


It is also difficult for them to find viable candidates for 
districts in Kangwon-do. 


There are not so many candidates from the New Dem- 
ocratic Republican Party [NDRP] who are believed 
capable of winning the elections. 


NDRP president Kim Chong-pil and a few NDRP 
members stand a chance of being elected. 


DJP May Delay Election Until 20 April 
SK080133 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
8 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] A parliamentary election is likely to be held 
around April 20, about one weex later than the tentative 
schedule, as the ruling Democratic Justice Party thinks it 
needs more time to prepare for the more demanding 
small constituency system. 


A senior DJP source said yesterday that at least 40 days 
are necessary before the election, on the basis of the 
“further risky” electoral formula. 


He estimated that it would take 20 days or more to form 
a total of 224 local chapters across the country, as many 
as 133 more than at present. 


All of them are to be inaugurated because their heads will 
be newly named following the change of the constituency 
system. 


After the launching of the local networks, campaigns will 
last for 18 days, as agreed on by rival members of the 
National Assembly Home Affairs Committee's subpanel. 


The ruling camp had earlier tentatively set the election 
date for April 12 or 14, before it publicly delayed the 
introduction of local autonomy, originally vowed to 
come into partial effect by May. 


Its commitment to autonomous local administration by 
May, made during No Tae-u’s presidential election cam- 
paigns, was one main reason for which it has harped on 
the early election. 


The DJP virtually put off the revival of the long- 
cherished local councils at least until after this year’s 
Summer Olympics by unilaterally passing bills at the 
Home Affairs Committee Saturday that stipulate that it 
be organized before June 1989. 


It will reveal a list of some parliamentary candidates late 
this week, intending to finish nominations by next week. 
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Party officials disclosed that all of the 1,400 applicants 
for the DJP tickets have been completely scrutinized 
with the focus on their political capability, reputation 
and even personal lifestyle. 


A screening committee will shortly be composed of 
about eight senior members, to be headed by secretary 
general Sim Myong-po. 


The choice of candidates for some provinces have been 
actually completed, only subject to approval by No, 
president of the Party, after formal screening by the 
committee, the officials said. 


The provinces include Kangwon-do, Chungchongpuk- 
do, Cheju-do and partly Kyonggi-do, where the govern- 
ment party enjoys the upper hands over the opposition 
forces as a whole. 


Opposition Merger Plans Said ‘Futile’ 
SK060118 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


[Article by political editor Kim Myong-sik: “Opposition 
Parties in 30-Year War; Merger Plan Exposes Big Gulf”’} 


[Text] Many newspaper readers have long stopped fol- 
lowing articles on the progress of inter-party negotiations 
on the parliamentary election system, intertwined with 
the bargains for an opposition merger. 


Those few who still read the extremely complicated 
political stories confess that they do so to test their 
patience. 


After nearly three months of turns and twists which more 
than sufficiently exposed partisan and individual greed 
in the nation’s political arena, any amount of patience is 
reaching its limit. 


Legally, an end has to come any way. To hold the 
National Assembly within the legal deadline of April 28, 
or on April 15 as the ruling party has scheduled, the 
amendment to the Parliamentary Election Law has to be 
passed during the current extra Hmuse session ending 
Tuesday. 


In his first display of leadership since his inauguration 
on Feb. 25, President No Tae-u quietly damped objec- 
tions to the small constituency system from members 
who felt it too risky. 


But in the course of finalizing the “party line” on the 
electoral system, the ruling Democratic Justice Party has 
shown too much flexibility that rather reflects the 
absence of a political principle. 


First, the brains of the ruling party, buoyant after a 
presidential election victory, adamantly presented a for- 
mula which assures it of sweeping victory in Assembly 
seats from both rural districts and large cities. 
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Then it began haggling with the major opposition Reu- 
nification Democratic Party over the number of small 
districts electing one lawmaker each, where the DJP is 
generally considered to have more advantage. 


The number kept falling from the original 161 of the 
total 211 to 89 and again to 30 as the DJP repeatedly 
made concessions in attempts to win the cosponsorship 
of the opposition party for the bill. 


A memorandum of agreement was signed between the 
top negotiators of the two parties but the RDP suddenly 
scrapped it in favor of the small constituency system 
after Kim Yong-sam met Kim Tae-chung for an opposi- 
tion integration. 


The bewildered ruling party made a turnaronud of its 
Own returning to its original dictum that it would accept 
whatever formula the opposition parties might agree to 
whether it be the small district system or a medium-sized 
one. 


This seemingly magnanimous attitude, however, did not 
help settle the situation as the two opposition parties 
were engaged in an endless argument over the electoral 
system and the role of Kim Tae-chung in the projected 
unified party. 


Kim Tae-chung insisted that he would retreat from the 
forefront of the opposition leadership after the two 
parties are unified while Kim Yong-sam’s colleagues 
offered that they would agree to the small constituencies 
when Kim Tae-chung makes an exit. 


The DJP maintained a neutral stand but it was waiting 
for the certain rupture of the RDP-PPD [Party for Peace 
and Democracy] negotiation which would give it an 
excuse to railroad its own amendment bill. 


On the other hand, few of the RDP were in favor of the 
small constituency system and its negotiators, while 
continuing the tug-of-war with the PPD, were in fact 
eager to have the DJP pass its original bill featuring 
mixed constituencies unilaterally. 


In the Dec. 16 presidential election, RDP’s Kim Yong- 
sam was runner-up in almost all districts and if the trend 
is repeated in the parliamentary election, RDP candi- 
dates are all assured of defeat in case the small district 
system is adopted. 


By the weekend, Kim Tae-chung failed to get the RDP 
agreeing to the joint submission of an amendment bill 
containing the one-lawmaker-per-district system or con- 
vince the rival oppositionists of his eventual departure. 


Kim could still feel content at having eventually realized 
the adoption of the small constituencies, which he 
believes to be most democratic along with the direct 
presidential election system. 
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Yet, the third ranker in the presidential poll saw for 
himself the decline of his popularity among the political 
public as revealed in the repercussions to his supposed 
moves to stay on in the opposition leadership. 


Meanwhile, Kim Yong-sam, who took the “initiative” in 
his contest with the other Kim by declaring his resigna- 
tion from the RDP presidency a month ago, let political 
observers detect that he was pursuing a long-term strat- 
egy aiming at 1993. 


Informed sources said his aides were even in contact 
with an American university for Kim’s study tour on a 
fellowship program. 


In contrast, Kim Tae-chung is believed to have more 
immediate plans, hence his reluctance to follow suit after 
Kim Yong-sam. There are the approaching local assem- 
bly elections and a national vote of confidence on 
President No after the Olympics, which are precious 
chances for him to prove his political resilience. 


Whatever the plans of the two opposition leaders, those 
watching their interplay and the general political scenes 
over the past few months have been sufficiently con- 
vinced of the futility of any expectations for their unity. 


Some likened the opposition merger effort to mixing oil 
and water and others compared it to “welding wood to 
iron.”” New Democratic Republican Party president Kim 
Chong-pil termed it a “30-year war’ dating back to the 
split of new and old factions of the Democratic Party late 
in the 1950s. 


The ruling camp ahs not been able to get a reflective 
benefit from the opposition inflight this time as it failed 
to lead the political scenes adhering to principles but just 
exhibited an opportunistic behavior. 


The small constituency system, being reintroduced after 
16 years, may offer fresh chances for internal renova- 
tiops for both ruling and opposition camps as many of 
political actors will make themselves directly account- 
able to the electorate in the April polls. 


Defense Ministry To Rewrite Secrets Law 
SK080121 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
8 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The Defense Ministry plans to rewrite regulations 
on news coverage of military affairs while pushing ahead 
with revision of the Military Secrets Protection Law, 
according to ministry sources. 


Rewriting the tough regulations, which deny journalists’ 
free access to the military, is designed to bring them in 
line with the ongoing democratization, said the sources 
yesterday. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Since the turn of the year, the Defense Ministry has been 
taking steps to have the Military Secrets Protection Law 
revised to give news media easier access of military 
affairs. 


Along with the law, regulations, created in 1984 by 
Instruction No. 328 of the ministry have been viewed as 
encroaching upon people’s right to know. 


Under the regulations, reporters covering the ministry, 
not to speak of other newsmen, are banned from con- 
ducting news gathering activity in the ministry unless 
they obtain prior permission. 


Article 28, Clause 3 of the regulations states that report- 
ers covering the Defense Ministry are not allowed to visit 
or conduct news gathering activities in ministry offices 
other than the public afpairs office and reporters’ room 
without approval or guidance by public relations offi- 
cials. 


Article 20 also bans accidents in the military from being 
reported. However, it states, the public relations officials 
may have an accident covered by news media through 
consultations with pertinent authorities if considered 
necessary. 


Military affairs that should not be reported are listed in 
Article 23. 


They included affairs that belong to military secrets; that 
will do good to the enemy; that will affect the military 
morale and people’s credibility on the military; that have 
been exaggerated or distorted; that concern exports and 
imports of military ordnance; and that violate the 
instructions issued by the superior authorities. 


Analysts say the list is so abstract and far-reaching that 
defense officials can control news media as far as mili- 
tary affairs are concerned. 


They say the regulations contain many elements that 
infringe on people’s basic rights and even violate the 
Constitution, observing that it is not clear which law the 
regulations are based on. 


They note that under the regulations the Defense Min- 
istry may deprive reporters of their positiop as ‘defense 
reporters“ if they cover military affairs banned from 
being reported. 


Article 30 states that the pass of a reporter issued by the 
ministry can be seized when he or she reports an article 
detrimental to national security, detects or leaks military 
secrets, or violates Article 23. 
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Advisory Council Functions Expanded 
SK080257 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
8 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The function of the Advisory Council of Elder 
Statesmen, the presidential advisory body on state 
affairs, is to be drastically strengthened, along with an 
expansion of its organization. 


According to the draft of an enforcement decree for the 
Advisory Council of Elder Statesmen Law, the council 
will have a secretariat which will be composed of 48 
standing members, including three officials at vice min- 
ister-level or higher. 


The draft has been worked out by the Government 
Administration Ministry and is now being deliberated by 
the Office of Legislation. 


It said that the council will be headed by a Cabinet 
minister-level official with the title of secretary general. 


The deputy secretary general will have vice ministerial 
rank and the chief secretary to council chairman should 
also be a vice minister-level officials. 


In accordance with Article 90 of the Constitution, chair- 
manship of the council will be assumed by former 
President Chon Tu-hwan. 


The council is a constitutional body whose predecessor 
was the Advisory Council on State Affairs of former 
President Chon’s government. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The draft also makes it mandatory for the administra- 
tion to study the opinions and recommendations pre- 
sented by the council and give answers as to the result of 
their review to the council. 


It stipulates that government officials concerned shall 
take part in a meeting of the advisory council, if neces- 


sary. 


According to the Advisory Council of Elder Statemen 
Law, which was promulgated on Feb. 24, the adminis- 
tration and the President should make efforts to reflect 
the recommendations and opinions of the council in 
state policies. 


The draft of the enforcement decree said that if the 
chairman makes a business trip, he will be treated as the 
National Assembly speaker in the payment of travel 
expenses. 


The ordinary members of the council will be treated as 
Cabinet ministers in such case. 


Moreover, the chairman and members of the council will 
receive medical treatment free of charge at the govern- 
ment-run hospitals. 


According to the old laws and enforcement decree of the 
Advisory Council on State Affairs, the council chairman 
and members will be given their business travel expen- 
diture but the standard was not specified. 


The formation of the council draws particular public 
criticism in that the council is empowered to receive civil 
petitions and that the secretary general handles the 
petitions. 
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Bomb Blast in Rangoon 7 March Reported 
BK081040 Hong Kong AFP in English 1019 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Rangoon, March 8 (AFP)}—An explosion, 
believed to be a bomb blast, rocked Rangoon late Mon- 
day, causing minimal damage and no casualties, resi- 
dents of the Burmese capital said Tuesday. 


The explosion, heard within a radius of eight kilometers 
(five miles), occurred at the compound of a private 
residence near the Czechoslovakian Embassy, on the 
road to the airport in a northwestern district of Rangoon. 


People living near the scene of the blast said damage was 
minimal with the house suffering a slightly breached wall 
and broken windows. 


It was the second explosion of such intensity to rock the 
Capital since a bomb attack, attributed to Karen insur- 
gents, killed 11 people on a passenger train January 10. 


The state news broadcast made no mention of the blast 
Tuesday morning but informed sources said that author- 
ities had visited the scene of the explosion to try to 
determine the cause. 


Although bomb attacks by ethnic insurgents have been 
frequently reported in outlying towns, Rangoon, with its 
usually tight security, has rarely been a target, observers 
here said. 


In January, the state-owned media reported the capture 
of Saw Maung Goon, who said he was a member of the 
Karen National Union and had undergone sabotage 
training together with 17 other people to carry out 
terrorist attacks until the end of April. 


More Insurgents Surrender During February 
BK080718 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0430 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Members of various insurgent organizations who 
have come to realize their wrongdoing have been surren- 
dering with assorted weapons and ammunition at vari- 
ous military camps. Following surrenders took place 
between | and 15 February 1988: 


Southeast Military Command: Private Set Naing alias 
Naing Naing from the KNU [Karen National Union] 
insurgent organization’s Central Security Unit surren- 
dered at Kamamaung Garrison while Pvts Shwe Hti and 
Kyi Win from the 6th company of the 10th Battalion 
surrendered with an M-16 automatic rifle and one BA-53 
automatic rifle at Tavoy Garrison. Pvt Maung Kho from 
the 2d Defense Battalion surrendered at Duyinzeik Gar- 
rison. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 29 


Eastern Military Command: Company Commander Ba 
Tun, company commander of the BCP [Burma Commu- 
nist Party] Northern Command, surrendered at Kyu- 
hkok while Pvts Saing Pan and Saing Tun from the 
Central Headquarters surrendered with a carbine and 
one B-72 automatic rifle at Tangyan Garrison. 


Pvt Lauk Lu from the KIA [Kachin Independence Army] 
8th Battalion surrendered at Namhkam Garrison. Kyak 
Haw and Kyak Hei, members of village defense units of 
the BCP in Bankhun village surrendered with two M-21 
automatic rifles at Hparlaing Garrison while Aik Kyaing 
of the village defense unit of Mong Pawk village surren- 
dered at Mong Hsat. Pvt Aik Kut from the 5th Company 
of the 4046th Battalion surrendered with an M-21 auto- 
matic rifle at Kaw Pon village while Pvt Kyak Hse from 
the 86th Battalion surrendered with an M-14 automatic 
rifle. 


Pvt Aik Chan from the SUA [Shan United Army] 772d 
Unit surrendered with an M-20 pistol at (Yankhak) 
village camp. Pvts Khe Shin and Zawtika surrendered 
with one BA-72 automatic rifle at Nawngyinton Garri- 
son. 


Northern Military Command: Pvt Haw Kyan from the 
KIA 253d Battalion surrendered at Myitkyina Garrison 
while Lance Corporal Thein Chit and Pvts Romnuk and 
Indraprasat from the 4th Company surrendered at (Ma- 
laingyin) camp. 


Lao Deputy Minister Meets Ye Gaung, Departs 
BK071414 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Mr Souban Salitthilat, the visiting deputy foreign 
minister of Laos, and his delegation called on U Ye 
Gaung, minister of foreign affairs, at the Foreign Minis- 
try Annex at 1000 today. 


Also present on the occasion were U Soe Hlaing, deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, and U Ohn Kyaw, director 
general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Later at 1030, the Lao deputy foreign minister had a 
meeting with U Saw Hlaing and discussed matters con- 
cerning bilateral relations. 


At 1200, U Saw Hlaing held a luncheon for the visiting 
Lao deputy minister and his delegation. 


The Lao deputy minister and his delegation arrived in 
Rangoon by air on the evening of 6 March and were 
welcomed at Rangoon Airport by U Saw Hlaing and 
responsible officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The Lao deputy foreign minister and his delegation left 
Rangoon by air this afternoon and were seen off at the 
airport by the responsible officials of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


King Addresses Parliament Opening Session 
BK080955 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 8 Mar 88 


(Text] His Majesty the King has declared that racial 
unity and political stability are two vital factors in 
maintaining peace, stability, and prosperity in the 
nation. As such, Malaysians should ensure no groups or 
individuals act in anyway that can threaten political 
stability. His Majesty stressed this point when opening 
the second session of Parliament in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday. 


The king went on to remind political parties and the 
media to be moderate and responsible in their actions 
and statements so as not to jeopardize national unity and 
stability. 


On Bahasa Malaysia [Malaysian language], the king said 
efforts must be made by everyone to master the language 
so that it will be a language of knowledge and commu- 
nications. 


On drugs, the monerch said the laws must be further 
tightened to check drug smuggling, drug trafficking, and 
addiction. 


On foreign policy, His Majesty said we should place 
emphasis on trade, tourism, and investment promotion. 
The government shall alsw give priority in its relations 
with ASEAN countries and to regional cooperation, 
especially in economic matt:rs. He also said that the 
country should continue to in volve itself in international 
Organizations, including the United Nations, the Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference, the Nonaligned Move- 
ment, and the Commonwealth in order to safeguard its 
interests. 


On the Kampuchean problem, the country will continue 
to cooperate with other ASEAN countries to seek a 
political solution. On the Palestine issue, His Majesty 
said Malaysia will fully support the rights of the Pales- 
tinians to determine their own future and will also 
support them in their struggle to restore their inalienable 
rights in their motherland. 


Homemade Time Bomb Explosion Injures Two 
BK080552 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0420 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 8 (OQANA-BERNAMA)— 
The homemade time bomb device which exploded out- 
side a travel agency injuring two people on Monday [7 
March] could be the work of some irresponsible people 
Out to scare away customers of the agency, an official of 
the agency said on Tuesday. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Haji Mat Shah Safuan, managing director of Safuan 
Holdings, said the device was meant to scare away staff 
and customers from patronising Safuan Holdings and 
Safuan Travel and Tour Agency—the sole agency in 
Malaysia for the Saudi Arabian airlines—Saudia. 


An unemployed, Mohamad Fauzi Baharuddin, 33, was 
seriously injured when he opened the package containing 
the bomb, left in a plastic bag in the five-foot way of the 
building at about 5:15 p.m. (0915 GMT). A security 
guard who was nearby was also hurt. 


Mohamad Fauzi is recovering and has been moved out 
of the emergency ward of the general hospital here. He is 
said to be hurt in the face, arms and chest. 


A five-member team from the police bomb disposal unit 
found two burnt-out large batteries and the remnants of 
what they believed was a homemade bomb, which was 
said to be not a powerful one. 


Briefs 


PRC Aircraft Service Accord 


Malaysia Airlines [MAS] has signed a 3-year agreement to 
overhaul and repair Boeing 737 aircraft of the Civil 
Aviation Administration of China [CAAC]. MAS Manag- 
ing Director Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman signec the agree- 
ment on behalf of the national carrier in Beijing on 7 
March. Abdul Aziz said the contract awarded to MAS was 
a significant step towards closer cooperation with the 
CAAC—MAS’ 17th customer for its engineering services. 
Abdul Aziz said chartered flights could be operated 
between Kuala Lumpur and Guangzhou and this could be 
achieved through cooperative efforts between MAS and 
the CAAC. [Summary] /Kuala Lumpur International Ser- 
vice in English 0600 GMT 8 Mar 88 BK] 


Cambodia 


CSSR Paper on Sihanouk Resuming CGDK Head 
BK080441 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1110 GMT 
7 Mar 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 7 Mar (SPK)—The Czechoslovak 
paper “RUDE PRAVO” in an article published on 
March 2 observed that “there may be pressure brought 
by several forces to bear upon Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk to compel him to resume the presidency of the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea”. 


The talks between the Kampuchean sides aimed at 
searching for a solution to the essential political and 
other problems are of decisive significance for the settle- 
ment of the Kampuchean issue, the paper noted. It 
further said: “The door for such a dialogue still leaves 
open. The first two meetings between Chairman Hun 
Sen and Prince Norodom Sihanouk in Paris have created 
favourable conditions for continued negotiations.” 
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Heng Samrin Message On International Women’s Day 
BK080754 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Message from Heng Samrin, general secretary of the 
KPRP Central Committee and chairman of the PRK 
Council of State, to female cadres, female combatants, 
and women throughout the country on the occasion of 
the 78th anniversary of International Women’s Day, 8 
March—read by announcer] 


[Text] Beloved female cadres, female combatants, and 
women throughout the country: 


This year, 1988, is the 78th anniversary of the Interna- 
tional Women’s Day of 8 March. This is the day to recall 
the worldwide women’s struggle to demand the rights to 
freedom and equality. 


To Cambodian women, this is an event of historic 
significance because, during the past 9 years and more, 
they have been reborn together with the entire nation 
under the new regime. 


The KPRP and the state of the PRK have always heeded 
the rights and freedoms of women in the new society and 
created conditions for women to contribute actively to 
the cause of building and defending the fatherland and to 
strive to overcome all obstacles and difficulties to defend 
the revolutionary gains and national independence. 
Many women have displayed their exemplary heroism 
and revolutionary resolve, daring to sacrifice their lives 
for the national cause and women’s liberation. 


On behalf of the party and state on this 78th anniversary 
of the 8 March International Women’s Day, I sincerely 
commend the outstanding, valiant feats made by our 
women, such as those female combatants in the Army 
and militia units defending villages and communes who, 
having broadened their revolutionai y will, have contrib- 
uted to providing security for the people. 


As a symbol of their splendid model of sacrifice, many 
mothers and wives have sent their children and hus- 
bands to fulfill national defense tasks. Many women 
have performed remarkable feats by volunteering to 
persuade their relatives and friends who were misled into 
following the enemy to return to their families and the 
revolution. Female workers in various factories and 
enterprises have displayed their working efforts and 
striven hard with great zeal and sense of creativity in 
production, thus helping to increasing the production of 
goods for serving the national society. 


Female peasants have actively taken part in the agricul- 
tural production in all seasons. They have sold and given 
rice as patriotic contributions to the state to help 
increase the national economy and improve the people’s 
well-being. Female teachers in various schools through- 
out the country have devoted themselves to teaching 
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students who are the offspring of society and the succes- 
sors of the Cambodian revolution. Female medics have 
participated in building health networks, providing 
health care, and giving medical treatment to the people. 
Female artists have striven tirelessly to display their 
talent to share in preserving national traditions and 
building the new regime’s system of revolutionary cul- 
ture. 


I would like to commend all women who are the state’s 
cadres, personnel, and workers who have made every 
effort to overcome all the complexities and difficulties in 
their daily lives and, with a sense of responsibility for the 
role of women in the new society, have fulfilled their 
tasks with satisfactory results, thus rendering themselves 
worthy of being the strength and trust of the Cambodian 
revolution. 


Once again, I would like extend best wishes to women of 
all strata throughout the country and all the international 
women who are carrying out missions in Cambodia. May 
all of you enjoy good health and greater victories in the 
cause of women’s liberation. 


SRV Helicopter Shot Down in Siem Reap 2 Feb 
BK080635 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[From “Report on Activities by Cambodian Resistance 
Forces Against Vietnamese Troops”’] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Another report from Siem 
Reap Province said a Vietnamese helicopter was shot 
down by Cambodian resistance forces only a few min- 
utes after it left Siem Reap airfield on its way to Phnom 
Penh. This report did not specify the type of weapon 
used by the resistance forces in attacking this aircraft. 
However, it said this Vietnamese heli was com- 
pletely destroyed. The report also said the attack took 
place on 2 February at 1510 (0810 GMT]. 


Son Sann Presents Peace Proposal to 
BK050933 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 4 Mar 88 


{Statement by CGDK Prime Minister and KPNLF Pres- 
ident Son Sann on 25 Febrvary at Bangkok meeting with 
foreign diplomats accredited to Thailand—recorded in 
English fading into Cambodian translation] 


[Text] Ladies and gentlemen: Vietnamese troops 
invaded Cambodia on 25 December, 1978. Since then, 
the Cambodian situation has remained deadlocked 
because the facts have not been viewed correctly. Each 
party concerned has interpreted the issue according to its 
interests and ideology, and this has led each to apply its 
own solution to settle the Cambodian issue. However, 
the search for a solution to the Cambodian problem 
cannot overlook the following three facts: 

1. The dispute between Democratic Kampuchea of the 
Khmer Rouge and the SRV as of 1977. 
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2. This conflict led to the invasion of Cambodia by the 
Vietnamese troops, an act of Vietnamese aggression 
against the Cambodian state. 


3. The invading Vietnamese troops in Cambodia 
installed the Heng Samrin regime, a regime that has no 
legal or legitimate quality and that does not enjoy 


popular support. 


If these three facts had been recognized by all parties, the 
present situation in Cambodia would have been settled 
without a problem. Unfortunately, these three points 
have not been recognized by Vietnam. 


The Vietnamese have claimed that they invaded Cam- 
bodia in response to the call of the Heng Samrin Front 
against the Pol Pot regime, just as the Soviet troops 
invaded Afghanistan in response to the call of the Kabul 
government. However, the Soviet Union and the Kabul 
government have appealed to the United Nations to be 
the mediator. Vietnam, however, has rejected the UN 
offer to bring about negotiations with its opponents. 
Vietnam regards the conflict in Cambodia as an internal 
affair, an internal conflict, a civil war between the Heng 
Samrin regime and the Cambodian coalition govern- 
ment. The presence of its troops is necessary to provide 
support for the Heng Samrin regime against the resis- 
tance forces of the Cambodian coalition government. 
Therefore, if the warring Khmer parties managed to 
settle their differences and request that the Vietnamese 
troops be withdrawn, Vietnam would comply with it. 


At the same time, Vietnam and its Indochinese allies 
wanted to discuss with ASEAN a solution to the question 
of peace and stability in the region, a question arising 
from the invasion of Cambodia by the Vietnamese 
troops. ASEAN has shunned any involvement in the 
Cambodian situation, and has refused to have any con- 
tact with Vietnam and its allies on this question. 


Since 1979, Vietnam has rejected the successive resolu- 
tions of the United Nations on the Cambodian question, 
the resolution of the UN-sponsored International Con- 
ference on Cambodia of 1981, the proximity talks pro- 
posed by Malaysia in 1985, the informal cocktail party 
proposed by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk and Indone- 
sia at the end of 1985, the 8-point peace proposal of the 
CGDK dated 17 March 1986, and lastly the revised 
Indonesia- Vietnam t made in Saigon at the end 
of August 1987. Finally, Vietnam announced that it 
would withdraw all of its troops in 1990 regardless of the 
outcome of the various activities conducted in the search 
for peace. Later, Vietnam and the Soviet Union sup- 
ported the private meeting between Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk and Hun Sen, prime minister of the Phnom 
Penh regime. However, as Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
has said, there were no new proposals at all. During the 
second meeting, Samdech Norodom Sihanouk demand- 
ed, first, a timetable for the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops and, second, the dissolution of the PRK along 
with the change of the name of Cambodia, the national 
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flag, and the national anthem. However, he received no 
answer. Twenty-four months of gradual withdrawal of 
the Vietnamese troops would be just enough to reach 
1990. 


With respect to the talks between Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk and Hun Sen, I personally informed the sam- 
dech that I supported him and would support any 
solution aimed at quickly ending the misery of the 
Cambodian people. To further support Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk’s iniatiative, | appealed to Vietnamese 
officials to participate in this discussion between Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk and Hun Sen so that my party 
and the Khmer Rouge party could join it, too. If Vietnam 
could not attend, it should at least send a written 
message to the UN secretary general and to the perma- 
nent members of the UN Security Council shortly before 
its second session in January 1988 promising to would 
withdraw its troops. Only after Vietnam did this would I 
join the meeting. However, my appeal was futile. There- 
fore, it was most obvious that Vietnam’s objective was to 
split the Cambodian coalition government and certainly 
not to withdraw from Cambodia. After that, Vietnam 
would ensure that the Khmer fight each other to legiti- 
mize the Vietnamese presence in Cambodia. 


I would like to stress here that the Cambodian coalition 
government continues to insist that the 8-point peace 
proposal it put forward on 17 March 1986 remains valid 
and can always be used as a basis for talks. We deeply 
regret that the Hanoi leaders have totally rejected this 
proposal without even discussing or studying it or, at 
least, making any counterproposal. For our part, we can 
understand why the Hanoi leaders reject all talks that 
would be held under the sponsorship of the United 
Nations. The Vietnamese leaders, however, must under- 
stand that we just cannot pretend to ignore the fact that 
117 UN-member countries wanted to see the Cambo- 
dian situation settled through the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Cambodia with free and fair elections. 


It is through the accumulation of all these points of views 
that the Cambodian coalition government began making 
the 8-point peace proposal—a broad-minded, flexible 
proposal acceptable to all parties—in the hope that it 
might provide a basis or an image for future negotia- 
tions. 


The Cambodian situation has two aspects: 


First, is the international aspect: It arises from the 
invasion and occupation of Cambodia by the Vietnam- 
ese troops. Therefore, the solution is the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops. 


Second, is the internal aspect: It is the national reconcil- 
iation that must be achieved through free and fair 
elections. 
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Regarding the international aspect of the Cambodian 
Situation, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops is an 
indispensable condition for all solutions on the Cambo- 
dian issue, but by which method? The Cambodian 
coalition government wants to see Vietnam withdraw 
some of its troops in the first phase to allow the forma- 
tion of a quadripartite coalition government which 
would discuss the second phase of the Vietnamese troop 
withdrawal prior to the preparations of a UN-supervised 
election and in the presence of an international peace- 
keeping force [IPKF]. Vietnam wants to see the Khmer 
parties meet before discussing the withdrawal of Viet- 
namese troops. We have learned that Hun Sen cannot 
make any decision for Vietnam. Therefore, Vietnam’s 
participation in a meeting with Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk or with all Khmer parties is a must for the 
success of any durable peace process. Vietnam wants to 
see the Cambodian coalition government recognize the 
Heng Samrin regime and the constitution formed under 
Vietnamese control. We cannot accept this, just as 
Vietnam cannot accept the formation of a quadripartite 
government within the framework of the tripartite Cam- 
bodian coalition government. One common point is that 
all Khmer parties have already agreed on the idea of 
creating a quadripartite coalition government, but under 
which specification? 


At his second meeting with Hun Sen in Paris on 20-21 
January 1988, Samdech Norodom Sihanouk requested 
the following: 


1. The PRK should be dissolved before forming an 
interim Cambodian government during the second 
phase of the total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops. The 
samdech also stressed that at the moment this interim 
Cambodian government is formed, the dissolution of the 
PRK and of Democratic Kampuchea should take place 
simultaneously. 


For this reason, since 1983 and with the consent of 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, I have asked the Khmer 
Rouge party to change the name of Democratic Kampu- 
chea, the national flag, and the national anthem, to call 
the Cambodian state Cambodia in English, Cambodge in 
French, and Kampuchea in Khmer, and to revert to the 
use of the pre-1970 national flag and national anthem 
with the first stanza of the national anthem deleted. To 
date my proposals have received no response. Samdech 
— Sihanouk also made a similar request to Hun 


2. The interim Cambodian government should be 
— for holding general elections for the sake of 
order. 


3. In response to the request of this interim Cambodian 
government, an IPKF for the military side and an 
International Control Commission [ICC] for the civilian 
side will operate in Cambodia and be supplied by 
countries participating in the operation. Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk said that these countries are not involved 
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in the current conflict in Cambodia. Defining the the 
role played by the IPKF and ICC, the samdech went on: 
The ICC will supervise the withdrawal of all Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia and later on ensure the correct- 
ness of the general elections. As for the IPKF, it will act 
fully in maintaining peace in Cambodia, particularly in 
preventing the forces of any one party from threatening 
the freedom of the population, or the security of the 
forces of other parties, or the safety of all political 
parties. Samdech Norodom Sihanouk called for the 
participation of troops from France, Morocco, Senegal, 
Sweden, etc. | myself would like to add Egypt if it agrees 
to help bring peace back to Cambodia and freedom 
within this peace back to the Cambodian people. 


4. Samdech Norodom Sihanouk made the following 
points on the general elections in Cambodia: General 
elections in Cambodia must be held under the supervi- 
sion of the ICC and in the presence of the IPKF; these 
elections must not be conducted within the framework of 
either the PRK or Democratic Kampuchea; and the 
Cambodian nation should be allowed to be clearly noti- 
fied of the character and name of this country. The 
objective of the general elections through universal, 
direct, and secret ballots in Cambodia is to establish in 
Phnom Penh a constituent assembly whose representa- 
tives are picked by the Cambodian people. As indicated 
by its name, this assembly has the duty to form the 
constitution of Cambodia. Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
said that he would never return to Phnom Penh if the 
PRK were not dissolved first. 


In my capacity as president of the KPNLF, | support 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s proposal without reser- 
vation. There is no other way to eliminate the deadlock. 


The question of conserving Angkor Wat is a test to see 
how sincere the Vietnamese leaders are. On 12 June 
1987, as prime minister of the UN-recognized Cambo- 
dian coalition government, I proposed the UNESCO 
declaration on cultural regions to turn the Angkor tem- 
ples into a peace zone, free from the presence of all 
armed elements from all parties. This was an attempt to 
{words indistinct] of Cambodia. Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk has agreed to this idea. Last year, accompanied 
by Khmer Rouge representatives to UNESCO, I handed 
this proposal to the UNESCO director general, His 
Excellency Amadou Mahtar M’bow, who welcomed it. 
So far the Khmer Rouge side has not expressed any 
specific objection to this proposal. The Heng Samrin 
party charged that this was a joint plot of China, the 
United States, and ASEAN; but it, too, has not rejected 
this proposal outright. 


Since Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s proposal on the 
formation of a quadripartite coalition government is 
considered a revised form of the 8-point peace proposal 
of the Cambodian coalition government regarding the 
formation of a quadripartite coalition government, the 
proposal to turn the Angkor Wat cultural region into a 
peace zone should be seen as a specific step toward 
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implementation of the above-mentioned 8-)oint peace 
proposal with, however, a cultural aspect as a basis. 
Foreign scholars, including Cambodian experts from all 
places, will be allowed to go to this Angkor Wat cultural 
peace zone to work with the group of Indians who are 
repairing and preserving the famous Angkor temples. 
While Samdech Norodom Sihanouk is seeking all means 
to bring a solution to the Cambodian situation as soon as 
possible before 1990, I myself have pioneered this idea 
that can be considered a firm step in the support for an 
early solution to the Cambodian situation, trying to 
prevent rifts among the Khmer perties with Angkor Wat 
as the symbol of unity of all Khmer regardless of their 
political belief. 


In conclusion, we hope that the Heng Samrin party, if 
they are patriots, will agree to the latest of 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, and the Kh Rouge 
will no longer delay in giving a positive answer to the 
vital question of the Cambodian nation. The Vietnamese 
should understand that this may be their last chance to 
show they are flexible and open to the new circumstanc- 
es, as exemplified by the Soviet Union under the leader- 
ship of His Excellency Mikhai! Gorbachev, in the inter- 
est of Vietnam’s economic development and for the 
well-being of the Vietnamese people who are taking high 
risks in fleeing from Vietnam every day because of the 
hardship in their fatherland. 


At the same time, Vietnam may also alleviate the misery 
of the Cambodian people, and this may be used as a basis 
for future national reconstruction and restoration of 
friendship between our two nutions and countries. To be 
more to the point, Vietnam should agree to negotiate at 
the end of this year in an international conference with 
all parties concerned, including the Cambodian coalition 
government party, the Heng Samrin party, ASEAN, the 
five powers .f the 1954 Geneva Conference—namely 
Great Britain ..»d the Soviet Union as co-chairmen, the 
United States, Fi2nce, and the PRC—and the govern- 
ments of other countries acceptable to both sides, such as 
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Yugoslavia, Romania, 
and so on, and also with the participation of a represen- 
tative of His Excellency the secretary general of the 
United Nations. 


Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you very much for your 
kind attention. 


Son Sann Message on KPNLA 
BK060658 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 5 Mar 88 


(“Message from His Excellency Son Sann, president of 
the KPNLF and prime minister of the CGDK, to the 
Cambodian compatriots on the occasion o.” the ninth 
anniversary of the founding of the Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Army”; dated 5 March 1988, read 
by Im Chhudet, minister of the CGDK Coordinating 
Committee for National Defense—recorded] 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


[Text] My respects to all venerable Buddhist monks, 
esteemed combatants and fighters for national libera- 
tion, beloved leaders of all institutions, and all affection- 
ate Cambodian compatriots both inside and outside the 
country: 


On 5 March ihis year, the Khmer People’s National 
Liberation Army [KPNLA] is 9 years old. 


As usual on such an occasion, I would like to fulfill my 
duty by addressing a message to recall and express 
appreciation for the good service of all of you, fighters 
for national liberation, and particularly the combatants 
in our KPNLA. 


I would like to invite all venerable Buddhist monks and 
all compatriots to observe a period of silence for a while 
at any time today to recall the good service of all the 
K?NLA combatants, primarily those who sacrificed 
their lives with great honor. We always respect and 
remember all your good services. It is because of your 
firm determination to save the Cambodian people— 
male and female, and Buddhist monks and 
alike—from the misery under the Vietnamese troop 
occupation and control over Cambodia that you strug- 
gled courageously without fear for lives. We pray that 
your souls rest in peace. 


In the name of ail Cambodian compatriots, we will 
forever remember, be grateful to, and pay homage to 
your souls. In addition to these fallen combatants, I 
would like to urge leaders of all KPNLF institutions and 
all Cambodian people to pay attention to another cate- 
gory of combatants who, | believe, have performed no 
less a good service for us than those fallen combatants. 
These combatants are still alive, but are aging and 
disabled. They can live on, but with a difficult life, if no 
one encourages them, praises their heroism, or willingly 
gives them more relief in all aspects. It would be quite 
strange if any of you still waiver and do not respect, pity, 
or love your own disabled combatants. In each combat 
mission, do these disabled combatants risk the loss of 
only one arm, only two legs, or only their two eyes? No, 
it is not true because the bullets, land mines, rockets, or 
artillery shells—all these war weapons—are merciless, 
lethal weapons. Despite becoming maimed, these dis- 
abled combatants also risk losing their lives. Therefore, 
it is clear that these disabled combatants have also 
performed good deeds for the national liberation strug- 
gle. Thus, it is improper for us to ignore them. Therefore, 
I solemnly and persistently appeal to all the people and 
personages in all institutions to reinvoke your sense of 
righteousness and turn to respect and help in giving relief 
and good care to our disabled combatants more sincerely 
and attentively. 


In the current mission for national liberation, the most 
significant part of the attention should be paid to the 
combatanos who are still strong and fighting on the 
battlefield. These active combatants are personally strug- 
gling to seize victories from the aggressors for our 
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Cambodian nation. It is true that these combatants dare 
to tolerate all difficulties. But some day, they might also 
die or become maimed as the others. Therefore, they also 
have performed good deeds for the Cambosian people of 
all strata. Briefly speaking, the combatants who are 
currently carrying out combat missions have performed 
good services for us in the same way as the disabled and 
fallen combatants. Naturally, it is imperative for us to 
always remember and strive to repay these noble servic- 
es. As grateful persons, we should take part in helping 
and caring for the families of these combatants. By so 
doing, all combatants would certainly be encouraged to a 
greater extent and be able to fight more vigorously for 
national liberation; that is, if all of us take part in giving 
more care, happiness, and relief to the families of these 
combatants, with sincere respect and real love for them. 
Such an attitude—being friendly to each other, under- 
standing each other, and respecting each other’s good 
service—is a way to rally national unity among the 
Cambmdian people throughout the country. 


Valiant combatants of the KPNLF, in the drive to 
liberate the nation from the grasp of the enemy aggres- 
sors who are experiencing great difficulties, the Cambo- 
dian people certainly piace all their hopes on your feats 
of arms. To make the people recognize your good deeds, 
respect you, and have esteem for your families, you must 
not fail to think carefully from today on. At this very 
moment, we must make a new resolution and pick up the 
good experiences of the past 9 years. Concerning the 
enemy, you must kpuw when to resort to brute strength 
and when to use intellect. As for the people, however, 
you must never forget to serve, help, and protect them at 
all costs, thoroughly and consistently implementing the 
motto of our KPNLF. 


We must not violate the human rights law that is strictly 
observed by the entire world. In dealing with the people, 
you must not hurt their feelings, you must not cause 
bodily harm to them, and above all you must not take 
their property by force. At the same time, it is absolutely 
forbidden by regulations to commit any offenses, be they 
big or small. 


Dear combatants, you certainly can analyze your own 
rights and wrongs with fairness. You more than anyone 
else know and can recognize whether you are right or 
wrong. If anyone of you wants to correct a mistake or 
offense committed by anyone of you, there certainly is 
no one better than the one who committed it to correct 
it. 


I wish all nationalist combatants the best of health and 
the strongest of mind. May all of you join hands, 
strengthen the bonds of militant solidarity, and patiently 
love each other in order to avoid being deceived by the 
enemy aggressors’ possible attempts to split our unity. 


May the KPNLA unceasingly enjoy more and greater 
wishes and successes. The Cambodian people as a whole 
always express sincere thanks to you until you achieve 
the desired goal. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Long live the courageous combatants of the KPNLA! 
Long live the KPNLF! 
Liberated zone, 5 March 1988 


Briefs 


Returnees in Kompong Thom 


In 1987, Stoung District in Kompong Thom Province 
received 228 misled persons who left the enemy ranks 
and reported to the local state authorities, bringing with 
them 8 weapons, a field radio, and some war materiel. 
{Excerpt] /Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 
1300 GMT 7 Mar 88 BK] 


Returnees in Siem Reap 


Phnom Penh, 8 Mar (SPK)—In the first 2 months of this 
year, 71 persons misled by enemy propaganda turned 
themselves in to revolutionary authorities in Puok Dis- 
trict in the northern border province of Siem Reap- 
Oddar Meanchey, 300 km from Phnom Penh. The 
returnees, including 26 Pol Pot followers, gave local 
authorities 38 assorted weapons and a quantity of other 
war materiel. In 1987, this district received a total of 312 
such persons, of whom 268 had weapons. [Text] /Phnom 
Penh SPK in French 0428 GMT 8 Mar 88 BK] 


Laos 


News Conference To Publicize Talks Result 
BK080704 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] This afternoon, a news conference was held at the 
meeting hall of iic State Committee for News Agency, 
News-034, xadio, and Television in Vientiane to publi- 
cize the results of the political talks to settle the dispute 
over the borderline in the area in Laos’ Boten District, 
Sayaboury Province, and Thailand's Chat Trakan Dis- 
trict, Phitsanulok Province. The talks were held in 
Bangkok last Thursday and Friday between the LPDR 
Government delegation led by Brigadier General Thon- 
glai Kommasit, deputy chief of the Army General Polit- 
ical Department, and the delegation of the Government 
of the Kingdom of Thailand led by M.R. Kasemsamoson 
Kasemsi, undersecretary of the Foreign Affairs Ministry. 


On this occasion, on behalf of the government delegation 
which has just returned from the ‘alks with the Thai side 
in Bangkok, Thongloun Sisoulit, deputy minister 
attached to the Office of the Council of Ministers and 
deputy head of the Lao side’s negotiating delegation, told 
the domestic and foreign correspondents that the pur- 
pose of the Lao Government delegation in the talks is to 
hold consultations in a straightforward manner and in a 
sincere spirit with a view to settle the dispute to create a 
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basis for friendly relations and lasting peace and frater- 
nal and good-neighborly friendship and to contribute to 
safeguarding peace and stability in this region and the 
world. Thongloun Sisoulit continued: 


{Begin Thongloun Sisoulit recording] In the talks, after 
reviewing the relations between the two countries in the 
recent past and noting the Lao side’s efforts to politically 
settle all remaining problems between the two countries 
through talks, the Lao side proposed that to achieve a 
concrete goal, it is necessary to hold consultations on the 
basis of (?the following) common principles: 


1. Both sides must respect the historical borderline as 
stipulated in the Franco-Siamese Treaty, protocol, and 
memorandum and various related legal documents as 
well as relevant maps agreed upon, which have been 
respected and implemented by the two sides in the past. 


2. The problem must be settled on the principles of 
equality and respect of each other’s independence, sov- 
ereignty, and territorial integrity. 


3. For the borderline in the disputed area in Boten 
District of Laos and Chat Trakan District of Thailand, it 
must be settled on the basis of the Franco-Siamese 
Treaty of 23 March 1907 and the memorandum attached 
to it and on ihe basis of other legal documents in the 
spirit of respecting the word (?in those documents). In 
addition, it must be on the basis of the past actual 
administration of each country. 


4. The problem must be correctly settled in accordance 
with international principles and traditions with a view 
to resolving various problems [words indistinct] to estab- 
lish peace and improve and strengthen the friendship 
between the two countries. 


In the talks, the Thai side also presented a map as 
evidence which it claimed to be the one relevant to the 
1907 treaty. For its part, the Lao side gave further 
explanation of the issue by raising legal evidence for 
joint consideration and consultations to determine if the 
map raised by the Thai side is not the map related to the 
1907 treaty. 


Following the two-day meetings and talks, the Thai side 
proposed the establishment of an ad hoc joint committee 
to survey and demarcate the Lao-Thai border, in accor- 
dance with the 1907 treaty, in this (?specific) area and in 
other areas which could become points of disputes in the 
future. The Lao side, made a counterproposal that this 
committee be authorized only to verify the borderline 
along the Nam Heuang River as stipulated in Article 
Two of the 1907 Protocol. However, the two sides 
unanimously agreed to use the 1907 treaty as the basis to 
prove the borderline in the said area. The remaining 
problem is the interpretation of Article Two of the 1907 
Protocol. 
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The two sides also exchanged views on the need to 
restore and improve the Joint Lao-Thai Liaison Border 
Committee at the national and local levels. The commit- 
tee has already been established in accordance with the 
joint Lao-Thai communiques of 1979. 


The two sides unanimously agreed that another progres- 
sive step had been achieved in the political talks on this 
occasion and agreed to have the cease-fire bilaterally 
agreed upon on 17 February 1988 remain in effect. 
Details about this are included in the joint press release 
of 4 March 1988 which has already been publicized by 
both sides. 


The talks proceeded in a good and straightforward 
atmosphere in which both sides kept in mind their 
time-honored neighborly friendship. Our celegation was 
accorded a warm welcome by the delegation of the 
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand. With that 
atmosphere, we are convinced that during the next 
round of talks we will achieve more progress, which will 
lead to the quick settlement of the problem in the 
disputed area. The next round will be held in Vientiane, 
and the delegation of the Government of the Kingdom of 
Thailand led by M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi has 
already been invited by Thonglai Kommasit, head of the 
Lao Government delegation. [end recording} 


Afterwards, Thongloun Sisoulit gave clear answers to all 
questions raised by the domestic and foreign correspon- 
dents. 


Philippines 


Government Rejects Debt-for-Bases Proposal 
HK081249 Hong Kong AFP in English 1236 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


{Text] Manila, March 8 (AFP)}—The Philippine Govern- 
ment Tuesday rejected proposals to allow U.S. military 
bases to stay in the country in return for Washington’s 
assumption of part of Manila’s 27.5 billion-dollar for- 
eign debt. 


Foreign Secretary Rau! Manglapus, head of a committee 
scheduled to meet soon with U.S. officials to start 
reviewing the bases agreement, said his panel was no 
longer exploring the proposal in considering the future of 
Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Base. 


He told reporters Central Bank Governor Jose Fernan- 
dez had just briefed the panel on the results of a Mexican 
deal—where Washington guarantees Mexican govern- 
ment securities to pay for the Mexican debt—and found 
that “the results were not all that spectacular and may 
not be useful.” 
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Some Filipino congressmen have urged the government 
to ask Washington for an agreement similar to the 
Mexican deal to lessen the burden of the foreign debt in 
return for allowing Clark and Subic to stay after their 
lease ends in 1991. 


Mr. Manglapus said the the debt-for-bases proposal had 
only been a “formula for determining what should be 
asked for in terms of an accompanying compensation 
package.” 


The Philippines receives about 180 million dollars in 
economic and military aid annually in return for hosting 
the two bases. 


While most observers believe Manila will ask for an 
increase in compensation in return for allowing them to 
stay after the agreement expires, leftist and nationalist 
groups are demanding their removal. 


Mr. Manglapus said there was a consensus in the panel to 
uphold President Corazon Aquino’s position to allow the 
bases to remain until the agreement expires in 1991 after 
which she wants to “keep our options open.” 


Meanwhile, military spokesmen said government troops 
arrested three suspected communist guerillas near the 
site of a road ambush that left six Philippine Navy men 
and three civilians dead off Subic Saturday. 


The Navy men were part of the contingent guarding 
Subic’s perimeters. 


The victims’ coffins were carried by hearses Tuesday 
through the streets of Olongapo City near Subic, accom- 
panied by some 5,000 people, including civilian resi- 
dents, base employees and uniformed Philippine Navy 
men, eyewitnesses said. 


The corpses were transferred from a mortuary to the 
chapel of the Philippine military unit guarding the 
perimeter of Subic Naval Base for a memorial mass 
attended by Philippine and U.S. military officials and 
the victims’ relatives. 


U.S. Bases Review To Begin 23 March 
HK080815 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S.mili- 
tary bases agreement review will start on 23 March. The 
date was agreed upon by Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus and U.S. Ambassador Nicholas Platt. Yesterday, 
several senators met with President Aquino and they 
discussed the role of the executive and legislative depart- 
ments in the bases review. They also clarified with the 
president three pending bills, all of which are against 
nuclear armaments in the country. According to reports, 
a majority of the top ranking officials are in favor of the 
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bases retention, as long as no nuclear arms are stored 
there. Secretary Manglapus, however, stressed that the 
president will respect the military bases agreement until 
it terminates in 1991. 


US. Said Trying To Influence Bases Talks 
HK071347 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 7 Mar 88 p 3 


[By staff writers Philip M. Lustre Jr and Julius Fortuna] 


{Text} At least four members of a study group commis- 
sioned by the Senate committee on foreign relations to 
review the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Mili- 
tary Bases Agreement [MBA] had joined a conference 
this month in the U.S. on the two American bases here. 
This was revealed by Senate sources amid fears that 
participation of government officials and consultants in 
the conference could mean U.S. attempts to influence 
the outcome of the forthcoming bases talks. 


Highly reliable Senate sources identified the four as: Dr 
Carol Hernandez, a professor of the political science 
department of the University of the Philippines; David 
Sycip, executive trustee of the Asset Privatization Trust 
(APT): Mario Cuyegkang, a fellow of the Center for 
Research and Communications; and Jorge Coquia, an 
associate justice in the Court of Appeals. 


Supreme Court Justice Florentino Feliciano headed the 
high-level Philippine Council of Foreign Relations 
(PCFR) delegation in a conference, which took place 
February 16-17 in Bodega Bay, San Francisco, Califor- 
nia. Former Prime Minister Cesar Virata and former 
Solicitor General and Justice Minister Estelito Mendoza 
also appeared in the conference as resource personnel. 


The PCFR, in a statement issued by its vice president 
Enrique Syquia, deplored press reports which said that 
those who joined the trip virtually committeed “‘treason- 
able acts.” 


The PCFR described the San Francisco conference as *‘a 
meeting of individual academicians and professionals 
who are interested generally in issues relating to foreign 
relations and more specifically in issues concerning U.S. 
military facilities in the Philippines.” 


Senate sources told the GLOBE that it was quite irregu- 
lar for the four members of the study group to go to the 
U.S. for the conference, considering that the U.S. bases 
issue is “emotionally laden.” 


“Their participation has made them vulnerable to criti- 
cisms,” the sources said, adding thai their plane tickets 
and hotel accommodations were financed by the shad- 
owy Asia Foundation, which at one time was reported to 
be a conduit of the U.S.-Central Intelligence Agency. 
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They said the trip could be a step to influence them to 
adopt pro-U.S. study results on the U.S. military facili- 
ties. The Senate committee on foreign relations, which 
commissioned them, is one of the congressional groups 
tasked to determine the government options upon expi- 
ration of the MBA by 1991. 


“Apparently, the intention is to influence them to favor 
the retention of the two bases,” the sources said. “This 
could be a sell-out to a foreign power,” they added. 


Apart from financing their U.S. trip, the sources said the 
Asia Foundation also partly finances PCFR’s operations. 
They said PCFR seems to be an extension of the Asia 
Foundation to influence policy-makers and decision- 
makers to adopt policies favorable to U.S. interests, they 
said. 


For its part, the PCFR claimed it is a “private, non- 
governmental, non-profit and non-partisan institution 
devoted to study and research information and related 
activities on vital issues of Philippine foreign policy.” 


It said it decided to undertake a year-and-a-half ago a 
study on the U.S. military facilities here “in the effort to 
be helpful in the then anticipated review by the Philip- 
pines and United States governments of the Military 
Bases Agreement.” 


It said the study consisted of looking at the various 
aspects of U.S. military facilities problems on political, 
diplomatic, historic, economic and social levels. 


It said the PCFR requested Feliciano to head the project 
but that he “‘discharged administrative functions only.” 
Feliciano’s participation in the PCFR delegation raised 
howls in local nationalist groups, which claimed that for 
reasons of propriety as a Supreme Court Justice, he 
should join [as published] this kind of delegation. 


Nationalist economist Alejandro Lichauco earlier sought 
an investigation on Feliciano’s participation, claiming 
that he committed “high treason.” 


Envoy Pelaez Warns of Strained Ties With U.S. 
HK071421 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
7 Mar 88 p I 


[By reporter Ma. Cecile S. Baustista] 


[Text] Government officials should not strain RP 
[Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. ties if the country 
wants American aid in its economic development pro- 
gram, Ambassador Emmanuel Pelaez said over the 
weekend. 


The official Philippine representative to Washington 
D.C., speaking at a hearing of the Senate committee on 
foreign relations, noted that statements of members of 
the Cabinet and the Legislature in recent weeks have 
resulted in a widening gap between the two allies. 
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The focal point of RP-U.S. relations at this time is the 
military bases agreement, which is up for review possibly 
within the month. 


In an executive session with the committee, Ambassador 
Pelaez said American officialdom has expressed concern 
over what appears to be the increasingly hostile senti- 
ments of the Filipinos against the retention of the bases, 
in particular, and the Americans, in general. 


Mr Pelaez had earlier expressed optimism that the 
much-touted mini-Marshall plan for the Philippines 
would be approved by U.S. Congress because of the 
good-will the country continues to enjoy. 


Even as he urged Congress to press for debt renegotiation 
and even debt relief, Ambassador Pelaez cautioned 
against making any unilateral decisions to avoid sanc- 
tions by creditor-banks. 


Then, too, Americans may be more disposed to increase 
the Economic Support fund, part of the monetary pack- 
age for their use of the bases, if Filipinos do not take 21 
adversarial position against them. 


The ambassador’s position caused some senators to ask, 
albeit not too seriously, “Whose side is he on anyway?” 
One even commented, “He sounded more like a U.S. 
ambassador to the Philippines than a Philippine ambas- 
sador to Washington.” 


As the joint executive-legislative preparatory committee 
on the review of the agreements hold weekly meetings to 
hammer out Government’s position, top American offi- 
cials are making flying visits to the country. Although 
both sides refuse to make official comments that could 
preempt the outcome of the talks, smoke signals con- 
tinue to be sent and answered. 


Last week, Ambassador Alan Woods, administrator of 
the U.S. Agency for International Development, said the 
agency could not maintain the aid packages the Philip- 
pines has been receiving in the last two years, stressing, 
however, that the decrease has nothing to do with the 
fate of the two bases. 


Also last week, Senator Leticia Shahani, foreign relations 
committee chairman, said the Americans would do well 
to make contingency plans such as relocating their bases. 


Nuclear-Armed U.S. Ship Said at Subic Bay 
HK081125 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
8 Mar 88 p 2 


[By Benjie Guevarra] 
[Text] The U.S. government violated the Philippine 


Constitution when a U.S. warship carrying three types of 
nuclear weapons with a firepower equivalent to as high 
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as one million tons of TNT each docked at the Subic 
Naval Base last week, Rep. Venancio Garduce (PnB 
[Partido ng Bayan—People’s Party] Samar) said yester- 
day. 


Garduce also assailed the Aquino government for ignor- 
ing the violation. He said the government should have 
strictly enforced the constitutional provision banning 
both the storage of nuclear weapons and the entry of 
warships and warplanes carrying such arms in Philippine 
territory. 


Without naming his sources, Garduce said the USS 
Midway docked at Subic Bay Friday and is expected to 
Stay there up to March 13. He was still drafting a 
privilege speech exposing this constitutional violation. 


Garduce said the Nuclear Weapons Data Book, a publi- 
cation of the Massachusetts-based think tank Natural 
Resources Defense Council identifies the USS Midway 
as a carrier of three types of nuclear weapons. 


He said these weapons are the B-43 thermonuclear 
‘bombs with a strength equivalent to one megaton or one 
million tons of TNT; B-57 antisubmarine bombs with a 
potency of 5 to 10 kilotons or 5,000 to 10,000 tons of 
TNT; and B-61 nuclear tactical bombs with a yield of 
100 to 500 kilotons. 


Garduce said these nuclear weapons are carried by two 
types of airplanes permanently stationed on US Midway: 
the A-6 Intruder, a long-range, twin-engine and all- 
weather attack plane, and the A-7 Corsair II, a light- 
weight, single-engine and all-weather attack plane, both 
with FLIR infrared sensors for night assaults. 


“This is not the first time that a known U.S. nuclear- 
capable seacraft made port calls in Philippine territory,” 
Garduce said. 


He noted that the USS Enterprise, another aircraft 
carrier believed to be carrying B-43, B-57 and B-61 
bombs, also docked at Subic Bay for a week last month. 


He said these “gross and patent violations of the Con- 
stitution” were made worse by the fact that they are 
“occurring with our eyes wide open.” 


“Many government officials, including some of us here 
in the legislature, refuse to see things as they are, 
thinking that we are powerless as a nation to confront the 
economic and political might of the U.S.,” Garduce said. 


“Because the law is difficult to enforce, they simply 
pretend there is no crime in the first place,” he added. 


He said more alarming than the constitutional violation 
is the nuclear threat posed by the presence of these 
nuclear weapons, particularly to people living around the 
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Group Calls For Manglapus Removal Over Bases 
HK041005 Hong Kong AFP in English 0941 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 4 (AFP)}—The Philippines’ main 
leftwing group Friday called for the removal of Foreign 
Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus, saying he backs the 
retention of U.S. military bases in the country. 


The demand came as the aircraft carrier USS Midway, 
which anti-bases activists say is armed with nuclear 
weapons, steamed into Subic Naval Base northwest of 
here with its escort vessels for a port call by 6,000 sailors. 


The New Nationalist Alliance (Bayan) also criticized the 
Philippine Congress, saying it was delaying passage of a 
law implementing a constitutional provision banning 
nuclear weapons in the country. 


Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base are widely consid- 
ered to be trans-shipment and storage points for tactical 
nuclear weapons. Nationalist and left-wing groups are 
demanding their removal. 


‘“‘Manglapus does not deserve the position of represent- 
ing the Filipino people,” Bay&n said in a statement 
calling for his replacement before Manila and Washing- 
ton start talks this year on renewing a lease on the bases 
that ends in 1991. 


Mr. Manglapus, a former bases opponent who has tem- 
pered his statements since becoming foreign secretary 
last October, was not available for comment. 


Midway crewmen interviewed in Olongapo City, where 
Subic is located, said they had come from the Gulf region 
and were headed for Japan, which hosts the U.S. 7th 
Fleet at Yokosuka. 


U.S. officials as a policy neither confirm nor deny the 
presence of nuclear weapons on any of their bases and 
vessels, or disclose the origin or destination of ships 
visiting the Philippines. 


Rebels Said Planning ‘ ’ Offensive 
HK071513 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 6 Mar 88 pp 1, 8 


{By Cesar Espino and Jorge Ramos] 


{Text} Seven Air Force men were abducted by some 200 
communist rebels in successive encounters in barangay 
Sapat, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte Friday. 


In other developments: 


—The military revealed that top leaders of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines [CPP] are holding a plenum 
east of Pangasinan to plan a large-scale offensive before 
the rainy season and discuss major policy matters; 
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—Five communist rebels were killed in a half-hour 
firefight in Sta. Catalina, Negros Occidental wherein two 
helicopter gunships strafed rebel positions; 


—The military said four guerillas who had surrendered 
to the government were murdered Friday in Misamis 
Oriental. 


The kidnapped soldiers belong to the 52nd aircraft 
control and warning squadron based at the Paredes Air 
Station in Pasuquin. 


Lt. Col. Jose Ermitano, the squadron commander, said 
four Air Force men assigned were with their families on 
a six-by-six truck to buy provisions. But they were 
stopped by heavily armed rebels in barangay Banayo-yo, 
Pasuquin, some eight kilometers from the Air Force base 
and ordered them out of the truck [as published]. The 
rebels tied the soldiers, took their guns and set fire to the 
truck. 


The rebels allowed their families to go. 


Upon learning of the incident, Ermitano sent a nine-man 
rescue team headed by a certain Lt. Samiento to inves- 
tigate. But before reaching the place they were ambushed 
by rebels who positioned themselves along the dirt road. 


The soldiers engaged the rebels in a brief firefight but 
were overpowered. 


Sarmiento, Sgt. Cadernilla, T/Sgt. Cresencio Cabang- 
bang and three others escaped, but three others were also 
taken hostage. 


The rebels burned the mini-cruiser. 


Ermitano identified the abducted airmen as T/Sgt. 
Remigio Soriano, S/Sgt. Braulio Balcita, T/Sgt. Jun 
Rafales, Sgt. Dionisio Cadavona, a certain Sgt. Castillo, 
Sgt. Antolin and Sgt. Adat, who was believed to be 
wounded during the firefight. 


Military authorities said they believe that this was the 
same rebel band who looted the house of Mayor Felix 
Aguinaldo of Pasuquin Thursday night. The rebels took 
medicines and other equipment and burned one freight 
truck and one of his cars. 


Pangasinan Constabulary commander Col. Romeo Odi 
said Romulo Kintanar, a ranking member of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines central committee based 
in Mindanao, has been confirmed to be holding out 
somewhere in the borders of Zambales and the western 
portion of this province. 


Odi said Kintanar has been spearheading offensives of 
- communist-led New People’s Army in Central 
uzon. 
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Odi said the decision to have Kintanar supervise opera- 
tions followed defeats suffered by the rebels in its bid to 
gain control of this very strategic part of Luzon. 


Odi made the disclosures in a briefing with Defense 
Secretary Fidel V. Ramos, who was on a one-day visit to 
personally receive 13 armed regulars of the CPP-NPA 
and 1.178 of their supporters. 


The reported plenum comes on the heels of intelligence 
information that the CPP/NPA is planning to launch 
major offensives this summer. It also comes just three 
weeks before the foundation anniversary of the NPA on 
March 29, which is often characterized by attacks. 


The presence of Kintanar in Central Luzon was con- 
firmed by two captured leaders of the local NPA com- 
mand. 


Odi identified the captured rebels as Antonia Abalos 
alias “Ka [Comrade] Tan” and Emesto Cesario alias “Ka 
Rolly.” 


Odi said the two had revealed to the military plans of the 
CPP/NPA “‘to orchestrate operations against the Panga- 
sinan PC/INP because their forces here are being 
thwarted by military offensives.” 


Pangasinan is believed to be one of the centers of major 
NPA operations strategically located just outside of 
Central Luzon, one of only three regions identified by 
the military as areas the communists would want to gain 
control of because of its strategic location. 


Pangasinan is bordered by the provinces of La Union 
and Benguet on the North, Nueva Vizcaya on the East, 
Nueva Ecija and Tarlac on the South and Zambales on 
the West. 


Odi said the NPA has reportedly been planning offen- 
sives against his command because of its successes in 
frustrating the rebels in effectively controlling or at least 
infiltrating the province. 


In the same briefing, Odi reported a total of 25 govern- 
ment-initiated offensives as against only two by 
CPP/NPA for the last 12 months. 


The violent incidents resulted in the killing of 70 rebels, 
the wounding of at least 19, the capture of 48 and the 
recovery of 72 firearms and 21 grenades. Heavy pressure 
exerted by the military on the insurgents also resulted in 
the surrender of 3,482 regulars, Odi said. 


On the side of the government, however, only nine were 
killed, six wounded and 26 firearms lost in the conduct 
of operations during the same period. 
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Odi said the capture of NPA leader Ramon Manuel last 
year also slowed down propaganda and recruitment 
campaigns of the NPA, and reduced tax collection by 
some 90 percent. 


The PC commander also said the success of his com- 
mand was not determined by the statistics, adding that 
there were 159 barangays affected by NPA operations in 
the province as of March 1987. This was reduced to 84 as 
of last month, he said. 


Rebel Clashes Occur Throughout Country 


Negros Battle Lasts 3 Days 
HK071459 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 6 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] Nine government troopers and at least five rebels 
were killed in a three-day running gun battle which broke 
out Wednesday in Sta. Catalina, Negros Oriental, the 
military said. 


Reports reaching Camp Aguinaldo said seven unidenti- 
fied PC soldiers were initially killed Wednesday when 
their detachment was overrun by some 50 rebels in 
Barangay Tamlang, Sta. Catalina. Two others were killed 
in sub-sequent firefights in nearby Lapay town. 


Maj. Gen. Ramon Montano, PC chief, said troops 
inflicted high casualties on the rebels when two helicop- 
ter gunships, braving enemy ground fire, struck at the 
Tamlang battle site. 


Montano said helicopter no. 221 was hit at the stabilizer 
while helicopter no. 689 was hit at the right wing 
elevator, but both managed to return to base without 
trouble. 


It was the third time in less than a year that rebel ground 
fire hit a low flying helicopter during combat operations 
in the Visayas. 


Last year, an Air Force Huey type helicopter was also hit 
by enemy ground fire in Capiz but did little damage to 
the chopper. 


Montano said the two helicopters were standing by at the 
Negros Oriental PC command in Dumaguete City when 
a PC combat patrol under 2nd Lt. C. Buenafe radioed for 
air support at about | p.m. Wednesday. 


The two choppers immediately took off towards Sta. 
Catalina and caught up with a 50-man NPA band 
engaged in combat with PC troops in Barangay Tamlang. 


Montano said the pilots maneuvered the helicopter to 
enable the machinegunners to open fire at the well 
entrenched rebels below. 


The gunners immediately opened fire with their M-60 
machineguns at rebel positions. 
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However, the NPA retaliated with M-60 machineguns 
and M-14 assault rifles, slightly damaging the two heli- 
copters. 


Despite the intense enemy fire, the pilots continued 
flying at a low altitude and ordered the gunners to fire 
back. 


8 Killed in Luzon 
OW080905 Tokyo KYODO in English 0841 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 8 KYODO—Communist guerril- 
las killed five soldiers and three policemen and wounded 
10 other people in two separate attacks in Luzon Island, 
military officials reported Tuesday. 


New People’s Army (NPA) rebels ambushed two Army 
platoons Monday morning on its way to reinforce a 
military outpost under rebel attack in Lamot Town, 
Ifugao Province, some 350 kilometers north of the 
capital. 


The rebels killed five soldiers in the first volley of gunfire 
while 10 others were wounded in the ensuing firefight, 
the officials said. 


The same day, suspected rebels killed three policemen ia 
a police jeep with automatic rifte fire in San Miguel 
Town, in Bulacan Province, 64 kilometers north of 
Manila. 


Col. Leandro Mendoza, Philippine Constabulary provin- 
cial commander, said the policemen were stationed at a 
strike-bound factory and were returning to the police 
station when the attack occurred. 


4 Soldiers Killed in Mindoro 
HK081157 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Four government soldiers were killed in an NPA 
ambush in Mindoro. Here is Rey Rodriguez for the 
details: 


[Begin recording] Two military trucks carrying troopers 
were ambushed by the NPA. A lieutenant and 3 soldiers 
were killed, while 17 others were wounded. 


According to a report by the Mindoro Constabulary 
Command, the troopers of the 261st PC Company were 
on their way back to their headquarters in Mamburao at 
1630 2 days ago, following a pursuit operation against 
NPA rebels who attacked the Abra de Ilog INP station 
last Saturday, when the latest ambush took place. It 
occurred at Barangay Kabataw, Abra de Ilog, and killed 
were Ist Lieutenant Leonides Cortiz, Constable Second 
Class Leoncio Lastismosa, Sergeant Felix Renios, and 
Constable Second Class Jimmy Cecilia. 
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The NPA seized 14 M-16 rifles, 2 M-14 rifles, and | 
M-16 machine gun. The report also stated that four 
policemen of the Abra de Ilog INP station, which the 
NPA raided last Saturday, are still missing. 


Two helicopter gunships have been dispatched to con- 
duct an aerial search of the battle area in an effort to 
locate the NPA attackers. 


For Radio Veritas and PFCB [Philippine Federation of 
Catholic Broadcasters], Rey Rodriguez reporting from 
Camp Aguinaldo. [end recording] 


5 Soldiers Killed in Ifugao 
HK081151 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 8 Mar 88 


{Text] Communist rebels have ambushed government 
troopers in Ifugao. The troopers were on their way to a 
PC detachment in the same area to reinforce colleagues 
there. Five soldiers were killed and 10 others were 
wounded during the encounter. 


According to a military report, killed were Corporal 
Dario Esterer, Private !st Class Bobby Akag, Leonardo 
Lahon, Antenor Luna, and Ernesto Crisostomo. 


The ambush took place in Barangay Hulog, Lanut, 
Ifugao, yesterday morning. The report said that the two 
Army platoons, of the 25th Brigade and 48th Infantry 
Battalion, were on their way to reinforce the said PC 
detachment when the rebels launched the attack. 


3 Policmen Killed in Bulacan 
BK081147 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] Three policemen were killed in an ambush by 
suspected NPA members in Barangay de Bagan, San 
Miguel, Bulacan yesterday afternoon. A PC report 
received in Camp Olivas today identified those killed as 
Sgt. Leonardo Rodriguez, Patrolmen Norberto Viola and 
Alfredo Lapaz, all of San Miguel. The report said that 
gunmen or **:c ® varked truck fired at the police jeep 
Carrying the slain ps. 


In Ifugao, NPA guerrillas opened fire on army troopers 
reinforcing a PC detachment in Lamot town leaving five 
soldiers dead and 10 others wounded. 


2 NPA Killed in Quezon 
HK040545 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Two communist rebels were killed and several 
were believed to have been wounded when elements of 
the 49th Infantry Battallion ran into a New People’s 
Army camp in barangay San Francisco Lopez in Quezon 
province day before yesterday. Here is Joey Glorioso of 
yeah of Broadcast Services], Lucena City with 
the details. 
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[Begin recording] According to a report received by Fort 
CRGCRS [expansion unknown] which is based in 
Lucena City, the firefight between the rebels and the 
military lasted for ten minutes and resulted in the rebels 
retreating towards the direction of barangay Malabahay, 
Macalelon, Quezon. 


The military recovered bullets for AK-47, M-16 and 
M-614 from the battle scene. No casualties was reported 
on the military side. This is Joey Glorioso, BBS DZLC, 
Lucena. [end recording] 


Pangasinan Rebels Said Losing Influence 
HK071105 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The peace and order situation in eastern and 
northern Pangasinan remains stable despite threats from 
communist rebels. According to Major Carlos Ganide, 
assistant commander of the PC-INP in the province, 
there are now only 12 towns still under the influence of 
the New People’s Army, and they are: Dasol, Infanta, 
Burgos, Mabini, Mangatarem, Bugallon, Aguilar, Sual, 
Umingan, Natividad, San Nicolas, and San Quentin. 


Meanwhile, according to the Constabulary’s intelligence 
report, the number of barangays still under NPA control 
in the province has dropped from 100 to 75. 


MNLF Said Moving Into Non-Muslim Areas 
HK071223 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] MNLF forces are positioning themselves in non- 
Muslim areas of Mindanao. This was disclosed by Pres- 
ident Aquino’s military adviser, former General Jose 
Magno. He said that the movement of MNLF forces is 
connected to the forthcoming Islamic conference in 
Jordan. 


[Begin Magno recording in English] The repositioning or 
the advance of the MNLF forces into non-Muslim- 
dominated areas is (?being watched) by the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines [AFP]. Thus, [words indistinct] 
to confront them when the time comes. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Senator Juan Ponce Enrile was also a guest 
at the Kapihan [Coffeeshop Forum]. He has warned that 
the AFP will not be capable of fighting the NPA and the 
MNLF at the same time. 


[Begin Enrile recording in English] The two-front situa- 
tion will be taken to be impossible. They cannot afford 
fighting in two fronts. We have had this problem in the 
seventies when we were fighting one front in Mindanao, 
and I must tell you that the government will be hard put, 
let alone the fact that [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


On the other hand, the MNLF spokesman assured that 
they do not intend to start another war in Mindanao. 
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[Begin spokesman recording in English] The chairman 
said that the front fighters have been advised to maintain 
constraint: In case of provocation, I have asked them to 
be prepared any time the military will lead to [words 
indistinct] President Aquino into the hands of the com- 
munists. So, up to now we maintain a peaceful solution 
in approaching the problem. We are not ready to engage 
in a war with the Philippine Government or the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines.“ [end recording] 


Aquino Plans To Visit Middle East 
HK071049 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 6 Mar 88 p 1 


[By Marites Sison] 


[Text] President Aquino and Foreign Secretary Raul S. 
Manglapus are planning to visit Saudi Arabia and some 
other Middle Eastern states this year in a bid to 
Strengthen relations with these oil-rich countries, 
Ambassador Emmanuel Pelaez has said. 


Pelaez told the CHRONICLE in a recent interview that 
the visit to Saudi Arabia may be arranged after Mrs 
Aquino addresses the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) conference in Geneva next June. 


The President’s planned state visit to the Middle Eastern 
Kingdom will thus take place after the annual conference 
of the 46-member Organization of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) in Amman, Jordan on March 21 to 25, Pelaez said. 


Analysts interpret Mrs Aquino’s visit as a move to 
“invest goodwill” in a country considered one of the 
strongest supporters of the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). 


The Government has expressed optimism that the 
MNLF’s bid for membership in the OIC will not be on 
the agenda of this year’s OIC conference. 


Last Friday, Mrs Aquino herself expressed doubts about 
the accuracy of reports that the OIC was set to grant 
membership to the MNLF, which has been attending 
OIC meetings as an observer. 


Pelaez expressed confidence that the OIC would “re- 
Strain” itself from admitting the MNLF as a full mem- 
ber, saying such move would be inconsistent with the 
Islamic group’s stand vis-a-vis Turkey. Like the Philip- 
pines, Turkey has its own problems with the Kurds, a 
minority group which has been fighting for an indepen- 
dent state. Pelaez also said OIC Secretary General Syed 
Sharifuddin Pirzada assured him at the yearend that the 
OIC would continue to support the Government. 


Pelaez also said he received a “very good response” from 
the Arab League, which groups together 22 Arab mem- 
ber-states of the OIC. 
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Saudi officials themselves have expressed doubts on the 
accuracy of the MNLF’s claim that during the Mecca 
pilgrimage in May last year, Saudi King Fahd promised 
the MNLF a membership slot in the OIC, Pelaez said. 


“It may be that the King promised him support but not 
in such specific terms,” Pelaez quoted some Saudi offi- 
Cials as saying. 


Meanwhile, the ambassador acknowledged that Mrs 
Aquino’s proposed visit was part of “longer-term plans” 
and was aimed at forging “closer” relations with Saudi 
Arabia. The Philippines established diplomatic relations 
with the Kingdom in the early’70s. 


Pelaez said Saudi Arabia had expressed hopes its rela- 
tions with the Philippines would be strengthened, and 
that “close relations on all fronts must be resumed.” 


Saudi officials “recalled that in spite of the fact that they 
were not satisfied with Marcos, all his Cabinet members 
were on a nickname basis with them,” and this promoted 
closer relations, Pelaez said. 


He added that the Saudi government had constantly 
reminded the Philippines that Filipinos constitute the 
biggest group of foreigners employed in the Kingdom 
and had assured continuous hiring of Filipino labor. 


Present labor figures put the number of Filipino contract 
workers in Saudi Arabia and other Middle East countries 
at more than 500,000. 


Mitra Proposes Islamic Body Membership 
HK071235 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] House Speaker Ramon Mitra has proposed that 
the Philippines apply for membership in the Organiza- 
tion of Islamic Conference [OIC]. At the Kapihan sa 
Manila Hotel [Coffeeshop Forum at the Manila Hotel] 
this morning, Mitra said that the country’s request for 
membership with the OIC would mean countering the 
MNLF’s application to this Muslim world body. Here 
are the details from Jojo Ismael: 


[Begin recording] Mitra said that the government has the 
right to be a member of the OIC because it can represent 
the 5 million Muslims in the country. [end recording] 


(Mitra recording indistinct] 


[Begin Ismael recording] Meanwhile, Macapanton 
Abbas Jr, MNLF’s senior political officer, said there is 
nothing to prevent the Philippine Government from 
applying for OIC membership, but the MNLF will have 
to counter this move, as it is presently taking steps to 
change its status from observer to permanent OIC mem- 
ber. [erd recording] [passage indistinct] 


FBIS-EAS-88-045 
8 March 1988 


Ramos Criticizes Distortion of Mindanao Issue 
HK080345 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has called on the 
press and other sectors of society to concentrate on the 
government’s peaceful efforts and not to instigate a 
bloody confrontation in Mindanao. Secretary Ramos 
said the country is on the threshhold of an economic 
take-off and the press should not blow up out of propor- 
tion the situation in Mindanao. Ramos, along with 
former MNLF Provincial Chairman Jerry Salapudin, 
who is now the governor of Basilan Province, led offi- 
cials yesterday [7 March] in celebrating the 14th anni- 
versary of the province in ceremonies held in Isabela, the 
capital town. The defense chief said the government so 
far has allocated over P59 million for projects in Min- 
danao, and this will amount to nothing if trouble erupts 
anew in Mindanao. Secretary Ramos said there are some 
sectors which knowingly or unknowingly are blowing up 
out of proportion the seccessionist problem in Minda- 
nao. 


Laurel Says New Political Movement Forming 
OW081109 Tokyo KYODO in English 1052 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 8 KYODO—A new political 
movement which brings together the main conservative 
Opposition groups in the Philippines is being formed, 
Vice President Salvador Laurel said Tuesday. 


Laurel said that the group sprung out of efforts to unify 
three factions of the Nacionalista Party (NP) whose two 
main groups are headed by his brother, Jose Laurel Jr., 
and Senator Juan Ponce Enrile. 


The group, dubbed the National Movement for Eco- 
nomic Reconstruction and Survival (nation-movers), 
includes Laurel’s group, the United Nationalist Demo- 
cratic Organization (Unido), he said. 


Laurel openly broke with President Corazon Aquino in 
September last year when he resigned as foreign minister 
over what he said were “fundamental differences” in the 
handling of the communist insurgency. 


“This new movement will try to do what it can to help 
this new government succeed,” Laurel told a news con- 
ference. “The movement will take a stand on every 
crucial issue facing the nation...like the bases and land 
reform.” 


He said that Filipino businessman Enrique Zobel, who 
supported deposed leader Ferdinand Marcos in the 
fraud-marred February 1986 presidential polls, will dis- 
cuss the movement's objectives before a civic club on 
Wednesday. 
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Laurel admitted that the group could turn into a political 
bloc as the 1992 presidential elections near but stressed 
that its main concern is to help the “problems confront- 
ing the nation.” 


“If we don’t solve these problems—peace and order, 
insurgency, poverty—we might not have any elections in 
1992,” he said. 


Laurel said the new movement has not yet chosen its 
leaders although an organizing committee has been 
formed to map out its plans. 


The formation of the nation-movers follows efforts of 
leaders of two major political parties in the ruling 
coalition, the PDP-Laban and Lakas ng Bansa, to orga- 
nize a single party to be headed by Aquino. 


Aquino’s brother, Congressman Jose Cojuangco, heads 
the PDP-Laban (Pilipino Democratic Party-People’s 
Fight) while her brother-in-law, Paul Aquino, leads the 
Lakas ng Bansa (Strength of the Nation). 


The move to form a new grouping has been criticized by 
other coalition leaders, particularly Liberal Party chief 
Senate President Jovito Salonga and Senator Aquilino 
Pimentel, former chairman of the PDP-Laban. 


Political analysts view the realignments as part of prep- 
arations for the presidential and congressional elections 
in 1992. 


Senators Reject Single Party Proposal 
HK071127 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 6 Mar 88 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Majority of the senators in the ruling coalition 
have rejected the single party proposed to be built 
around President Aquino, Sen. John Osmena said yes- 
terday. 


Osmena said an informal survey he made revealed that 
“barely two or three” may join the single party proposed, 
the Laban ng Pilipino [Struggle of the Philippines]. 


“The proponents of the single party face the specter of 
alienating the whole Senate or turning the Senate into an 
opposition body,” he said. 


Osmena said the move is “unwise and premature.” 


Should the plan push through, Osmena said he would 
initiate the formation of an “opposition party loyal to 
President Aquino.” 


The “loyal opposition,” he said, would be drawn from 
the leaders of the Cebu-based Panaghiusa [Unity], which 
he claimed has five congressmen, three governors and 
one city mayor and himself, as core group. 
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The group may align with other prominent pro-Aquino 
figures “‘who do not want to be coerced into joining the 
exclusive party.” 


Senate President Jovito Salonga meanwhile warned 
against too much politicking, saying that what the nation 
needs now are united efforts to lick widespread poverty 
and social and economic ills. 


Salonga in a news conference Friday also said the LP will 
not join the single party to be built around President 
Aquino. 


Salonga said the President should be above “partisan 
politics.” 


Aquino Not To Join Any Party 
HK080829 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 8 Mar 88 


'Text] President Aquino has given assurances that she 
will not join any political party until her term of office 
ends in 1992. She gave the assurance when Senate 
President Jovito Salonga discussed the matter with her 
yesterday. The president said that she is not aware of the 
proposal regarding the formation of one administration 
political party in which those who refuse to take part will 
be considered oppositionists. 


Senator Discusses Military, I 
HK080741 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in English 1430 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[“Issues and Answers” program with moderator Art 
Borjal; presenter Rico Hizon; and Senator Ernesto 
Maceda, chairman of the Senate Committee on National 
Defense and Security] 


[Excerpts] [Hizon] A total of 8,946, or 20 percent of the 
country’s barangays, are currently under the influence of 
or have been heavily infiltrated by the CPP [Communist 
Party of the Philippines]-NPA. [passage omitted] 


Reports indicate that the CPP-NPA receive financial 
support from foreign organizations. This money is fun- 
nelled through various organizations which serve as 
conduits for the underground movement. The CPP-NPA 
reportedly generated $15 million in cash and kind. 


[passage omitted] 


President Aquino recently lauded Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Renato de Villa and his men for the 
capture of 20 suspected CPP-NPA leaders. According to 
De Villa, more soldiers and military hardware will be 
thrown into the field to destroy all components of the 
insurgent organizations. Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos 
said that the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] 
faces a war on three fronts—the communist insurgency, 
the ultra-Rightists, and the MNLF. [passage omitted] 
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Can the AFP solve these pending problems when, in 
itself, it is made up of a fragmented body in which power 
struggles, politicking, and infighting predominate? 
Efforts have been made to clean up its image and present 
a picture of the professional soldier. Sources point to low 
morale as well as the absence of an organized and 
efi:cient system of promotions as the culprit. 


[Borjal] Senator Maceda, do you think, as chairman of 
the Committee on National Defense and as one who has 
gone around the country visiting army barracks and 
other military installations, the military is now capable 
of winning the war? 


{[Maceda] Well, definitely, with some ifs and some buts. 
The most important element, [ think, in this situation is 
the time-frame. Every day that the military has in 
retraining and strengthening itself is a plus for the 
government side; meaning to say if the situation does not 
erupt on other fronts—let’s say, in the next 6 months, by 
which time we would have trained the new group of 
6,000 soldiers. This week we have 135 young PMA 
[Philippine Military Academy] officers graduating, and 
there are other officer training classes that are going on 
on a non-PMA level; then all the retraining and re- 
orientation is going on. So if there is no coup from the 
right—as I don’t think there will be, and if Mindanao 
does not erupt—as I doubt very much they can because 
of the uncertainty of their logistical support, I think that 
by directing our efforts principally at the CPP-NPA 
problem, we are winning the war right now. 


{Borjal] What do you think are the most crucial problems 
that must be attended to, insofar as the AFP is con- 
cerned? 


{[Maceda] I think the most crucial problem is in equip- 
ping that soldier to fight. My recent visit to Silvino 
Lobos in the hinterlands of Samar confirms once again 
that the soldier has not really received all the equipment 
that he needs. In Samar they are still complaining that 
the boots they have received give way after a few weeks. 
And when they are in the mountains, like they were this 
last week or so, where there are really no food stores and 
there are not enough chickens to go around—part of the 
problem is really how to supply them with food while 
they’re up there. 


{Borjal] Is this problem widespread, is it nationwide? 


{[Maceda] Well, to a certain extent the problem is wide- 
spread, but it’s being resolved. One important thing is 
that between the president, the new secretary, the new 
leadership, as you know—with the exception probably of 
General de Villa—all the generals are new. And with the 
additional emphasis that is being put by both houses of 
Congress, what is important is that problems are being 
brought out and they are being addressed. 


[Borjal] You are now speaking optimistically—are you 
satisfied with the present military set-up? 
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[Maceda] Well, this is a question of whether you feel that 
the glass is half full or half empty, you know. What I’m 
trying to say is if you compare it to the situation when we 
took over in February 1986, or after August 20... 


[Borjal] How would you compare the situation then as to 
now? 


[Maceda] Well, if you talk about problems, I think about 
50-60 percent have been solved. But you still have about 
40-50 percent unsolved. You still have to clarify promo- 
tions policies; you still have to improve procurement 
policies; you still have to re-orient some members of the 
military establishment back to the principle of civilian 
supremacy over the military; you have to put a few of 
them back into the barracks, so to speak. But overall, | 
think there’s been a cooperative effort to try to improve 
the military all around. And this is something that even 
Congress has been trying to do. 


[Borjal] Do you welcome the development where former 
General Ramos was transferred from the position of 
chief of staff to defense secretary? Do you think this was 


a good move? 


[Maceda] Yes and no. Yes, because you finally retired 
the last overstaying general; and no, in a sense, because 
the ideal situation should have been that a truly civilian 
official should have been put in the position of Secretary 
of National Defense, which is supposed to be the direct 
civilian authority over the military. 


[Borjal] But you must concede that whenever Ramos 
talks, he talks more like a civilian than a military man, 
withregard to resolving the insurgency problem. 


[Maceda] Well, that is subject to debate because part of 
the principle involved here is that the secretary, as the 
civilian official, must not only lead the Armed Forces, in 
a sense, but must also exercise a check and balance on 
the Armed Forces or the military. 


[Borjal] You spoke about General Ramos as one of the 

remaining Overstaying generals. Now, if General de Villa 

stays on as AFP chief of staff, he will also be an 

a will that not affect the morale of the 
iers’ 


[Maceda] Well, at least he was appointed at a time when 
he was not yet retired; so he is not, in a sense, an 
extendee as Gen Ver and Gen Ramos and his previous 
predecessors were. There’s a big question here in the 
Commission on Appointments; but all things being 
equal, I suppose you have to support the president's 
choice. Because, after all, she is the commander in chief. 


[Borjal] By the way, are you satisfied with how the 
commander in chief has been performing her duties as 
commander in chief? 
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{[Maceda] Well, considering some privileged speeches of 
mine in the Senate, of course the answer to that is a very 
qualified no. I would have wanted her to have taken 
stronger measures and to reduce, if not eliminate, the 
perception that in some cases she just follows the sugges- 
tions of the military. If you'll remember, this was the 
statement of Secretary Ileto that Gen Ramos as chief of 
staff was being sustained, in effect, over him as Secretary 
of National Defense. 


[Borjal] Senator Maceda, you expressed pessimism on 
the ability of the MNLF to organize. But supposing the 
MNLF does succeed in organizing a big army, do you 
think our Armed Forces will be able to cope with the 
situation? 


{[Maceda] They have organized a big army. My opinion 
about them is with regards to their logistical capability. 
My information is they have less than | week’s supply of 
bullets, and I doubt very much whether Libya or any of 
the Muslim countries—considering that the price of oil 
has gone down—now have the luxury of extra funds to 
export revolutions away from their country. 


[Borjal] How do you explain all this talk about the 
possibility of war clouds looming in Mindanao? Is this 
part of a psy-war effort by the MNLF and are we not 
taking the job of countering their propaganda? 


[Maceda] Well, yes, in the sense that this is probably just 
a preparatory move to support their application to the 
OIC [Organization of Islamic Conference]. However, as 
there are preparations by Major General Tapia and 
about 80 battalions, I think we are in place. 


[Borjal] Do you welcome the entry of military hardware 
from the United States as their support for our military 
efforts? 


([Maceda] Well, that is still part of the ongoing agree- 
ment, and certainly we are entitled to get them. What I 
am trying to change is the orientation of the military 
leadership that goes for big (?ticket) items like artillery 
and trainer planes. I prefer that they now get boats and 
uniforms and K-rations and medical packs and canteens 
and whatever the soldier needs. Probably also better 
guns and more bullets and more magazines and the like. 


[Borjal] How high is the morale of the soldier right now? 


[Maceda] Well, in the beginning | had some reservations 
about that. But after my trip to the provinces, and 
probably as a direct result of the higher allowances and 
pay, their morale is quite high—not to mention that 
some of the doubts about Cory Aquino has been 
removed. You know, those doubts which were raised by 
the psy-war of the rightist rebel officers about her being 
soft on communism, being anti-military, this human 
rights problem. That has been removed. 


FBIS-EAS-88-045 
8 March 1988 


[Borjal] You are saying that she is no longer perceived by 
the soldiers as leaning to the Left. 


[Maceda] Yes, ever since she terminated the negotia- 
tions, unsheathed the sword of war, and made all those 
pronouncements in her speeches that she is now expect- 
ing them to do their best to win the fight against the 


insurgency. 
{Borjal] Where do you put her now ideologically? 
[Maceda] I think she is very much to the Right now. 


{Borjal] Do you personally welcome this as good for our 
political stability or strengthening our fight against the 
insurgents? 


[Maceda] Yes, as far as the anti-insurgency fight is 
concerned, it’s good. 


[Borjal] The batch that will graduate this year from the 
Philippine Military Academy was quite vocal against the 
leadership, the civilian government at the time, prior to 
the coup. I am wondering what you perceive now is their 
attitude toward the civilian government. 


{Maceda] I think that with the reforms that have been 
effected and with the explanations that have been given 
to them by their very own immediate superiors, their 
heads are in the right place now. [passage omitted] 


Thailand 


Laos Said To Accept Proposal on Border Group 


Sitthi Likely To Visit Vientiane 
BK081228 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] The deputy director general of the Information 
Department, Wit Rayananon, reported to newsmen at 
the Foreign Ministry yesterday that Laos has informally 
accepted Thailand’s proposal to establish a joint com- 
mittee to resolve the border demarcation problem 
through survey, verification, and demarcation, by adher- 
ing to the principles of justice and based on the 1907 
French-Siamese Treaty and relevant maps. The problem 
involves the area where Phitsanulok and Sayaboury 
adjoin. The source said Thailand will have to wait for an 
official reply to the proposal from Laos before acting on 
the invitation extended to Thailand by Brigadier Gen- 
eral Thonglai Kommasit, deputy chief of the General 
Political Department of the Lao People’s Armed Forces, 
for consultations in Vientiane. Meanwhile, Thailand is 
ready for such a visit; a delegation will be appointed later 
on. If the agreement is to be signed, Foreign Minister Air 
al Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila will visit Vientiane him- 
self. 
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Official Reply to Follow 
BK081035 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 8 Mar 88 
p 16 


[Text] A highly placed source disclosed that the LPDR 
Government has accepted in principle Thailand’s pro- 
posal for a joint committee to survey and verify the 
border demarcation, as well as the revival of a Thai-Lao 
border committee established in 1979 during the govern- 
ment of General Kriangsak Chamanan. Laos’ answer 
was made informally through military officers accompa- 
nying Thai musicians who performed in Vientiane on 6 
March. The Foreign Ministry has already been informed 
of the matter through the Foreign and Defense Minis- 
tries liaison officer, Lieutenant General Charan Kunla- 
wanit. 


According to the same source, Laos will send an official 
answer to the Foreign Ministry soon, and Foreign Min- 
ister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila will definitely 
visit Vientiane to sign the agreement on the Thai-Lao 
committee for surveying and verifying the border demar- 
cation. 


Chawalit Says 402 Lao Soldiers Killed in Battle 
BK080151 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
8 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut said yesterday 402 Lao soldiers were killed and 
hundreds wounded in the Ban Romklao conflict. 


Addressing 300 youths at the Army Hall for the 17th 
Youth Seminar opened by Prime Minister Prem Tinsu- 
lanon, Gen Chawalit said: 


“Although the Thai side sustained considerable casual- 
ties, 147 killed and 166 wounded, the other side suffered 
as many as 402 killed and hundreds wounded.” 


“The Thai military has done its best for the country,” he 
said. “But, war has not produced anything good. We 
tried in every way to seek peaceful co-existence with our 
neighbours,” he said. 


Army secretary Maj-Gen Narudon Detpradiyut said the 
Army will continue to provide life insurance cover for 
troops. Thai Life Insurance, which paid out five million 
baht last year, he said, was ready to continue to cover 
troops. 


Maj-Gen Narudon said the money donated by the public 
to the Ban Romklao fund would be put inio the insur- 
ance scheme and he doubted the people who made 
donations would object. 


FBIS-EAS-88-045 
8 March 1988 


Troops Posted Along Lao Border Areas 
BK080155 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
8 Mar 88 p 1 


[Excerpts] Thai forces killed 402 Laotian troops in the 
nearly four-month border fight, Gen Chawalit Yongchai- 
yut, army commander in chief, said yesterday. [passage 
omitted] 


Lt Gen Siri Thiwaphan, commander of the 3rd Army 
Region, said there are several disputed border areas 
which might cause future conflicts between Thailand 
and Laos. 


Siri said the disputed areas include those in Uttaradit 
province, Chiang Khong district of Chiang Rai, Thung 
Chang district of Nan, and Chiang Kham district of 
Phayao. 


Thai forces have been deployed along the disputed 
border to prevent possible incursions, he said. 


Siri commented that recent Thai-Laotian military and 
political talks have created a good atmosphere for the 
restoration of the two countries’ relations. 


Thailand and Laos last month ended the border battles 
with a cease-fire and troop pullback agreement—to be 
supervised by a joint military coordination commis- 
sion—reached by Chawalit and Gen Sisavat Keoboun- 
phan, chief of general staff of the Lao People’s Army. 


Siri said the commission had cooperated well in working 
out the truce. “In case there is any violation, either side 
will report to its supreme command,” he added. 


Says Boat ‘N 
scours Says People ‘Not Genuine 


BK081005 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Before attending the cabinet meeting at Gov- 
ernment House this morning, Interior Minister General 
Prachuap Suntharangkun told newsmen that the Viet- 
namese arriving in Trat Province are illegal immigrants. 
They are not genuine refugees, and are not eligible for 
screening for resettlement in third countries. They will 
be sent to the detention area near the border in Prachin 
Buri Province. The interior minister said that it is 
a right to hold those people in custody. [passage 
omit 


10-Day Joint Air Exercise With Malaysia 
BK080949 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] The Thai and Malaysian Air Forces are holding a 
10-day joint air exercise. The joint exercise, codenamed 
“Air Thamal 7”, takes place at Butterworth in Malaysia 
from 7 to 17 March. The opening ceremony of the 
exercise was held at a Thai air base in Hat Yai District of 
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Songkhla Province in the South. The strategic air exer- 
cise is intended to enhance cooperation ind combined 
operation between the two countries. This year’s joint 
exercise will also focus on new air techniques as well as 
search and rescue operations. The first Thai-Malaysian 
joint air exercise was conducted in 1982 from an agree- 
ment to strengthen cooperation and military ties 
between the two countries. 


Vietnam 


Religious Affairs Chairman on Canonization 
BK081120 Hong Kong AFP in English 1104 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[By Gilles Campion] 


[Text] Hanoi, March 8 (AFP)}—A delegation of Roman 
Catholic bishops from Vietnam will go to the Vatican 
after Easter to try to defer the canonisation of 117 
martyrs killed in the country in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, officials said. 


The delegation of “three of four bishops” will “tell the 
Vatican that such a canonisation should be 

the Vietnamese church and not by the Holy See”, Ngu- 
yen Quang Huy, chairman of the State Commission on 
Religious Affairs, said in an interview here Monday with 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. 


“We do not agree on the date set for this canonisation 
nor on the list of martyrs,” he added, describing the 
matter as a “political affair.” 


Pope John Paul II last year announced he would canon- 
ise on June 19 this year 1 1 Spaniards, 10 Frenchmen and 
96 Vietnamese killed in Vietnam to “reinforce the faith 
of Catholics in Vietnam and give the heroic church of the 
country examples to follow.” 


But Mr Huy said: “The Holy See has been very impru- 
dent in this matter. The Vatican should now directly 
contact the Vietnamese state to resolve this question 
which concerns national sovereignty and unity.” 


However, while stressing the seriousness of the affair, Mr 
Huy discounted any possibility of a break in relations 
with the Vatican, as happened between Rome and Beij- 
ing in 1957. 


“One of the principles of our religious policy consists of 
preserving relations between the Vietnamese clergy and 
the Holy See,” he said. 


Hanoi does not have official ties with the Vatican, which 
supported the former regime in South Vietnam, and it 
has imposed a number of restrictions on its own Roman 
Catholic community since it defeated the south in 1975. 
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Mr Huy said Hanoi wished to establish full relations 
with the Vatican, “but the Holy See must end its hostile 
attitude towards us.” 


He said neither the Vietnamese church nor the state had 
been consulted by the Vatican concerning the collective 
canonisation, thought to be the largest in Roman Cath- 
olic history. 


“An ad hoc committee of religious Vietnamese who fled 
South Vietnam before the arrival of the communists in 
1975 was charged with the project,” he said. 


“So it is not by chance that they chose June 19, the 
anniversary of the creation of the former army of South 
Vietnam, to celebrate this canonisation.” 


Mr Huy also said the canonisation proposal submitted to 
the pope by the committee “named our country as the 
‘Republic of Vietnam’ leaving out the adjective ‘social- 
ist’. This was not an involuntary error.” 


“We are not opposed to the canonisation,” he said, “but 
we want the Vietnamese church to have the right to 
choose its own saints.” 


“These | 17 martyrs were already beatified between 1900 
and 1951, at a time of the foreign domination of Viet- 
nam, and although we did not agree with the list at the 
time, we had to accept it. But now the Vatican wants to 
reopen this ancient page of history,” Mr Huy said. 


“In the coming weeks our historians are going to publish 
documents demonstrating that some of these martyrs are 
not worthy of being canonised.” 


He said he had already cited the case of one of the 117 
who “had been condemned to death for high treason 
against the imperial court.” 


As for the foreign missionaries, Mr Huy claimed that 
Se Sane with the French colonisers of 
ietnam. 


He refused to specify how many of the canonisations 
would be acceptable to Vietnam, whose population of 53 
million includes five million Catholics. 


“We are not opposed to the canonisation of foreigners 
who died in Vietnam, but we prefer that Vietnamese 
Catholics venerate their own saints, such as St. Nguyen 
or St. Tran... Rather than St. Joseph, St. Paul or St. 
Peter,” he added. 


Analysts said the issue could threaten the balance main- 
tained by Vietnam's clergy—a cardinal, three archbish- 
ops, 38 bishops and 2,000 pri allegiance to 
the Vatican and forced collaboration with Hanoi. 
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The naming of archbishops and bishops and the ordain- 
ment of priests must be state-approved, and priests are 
often ordained in secret. 


A number of Vietnamese priests have been arrested and 
sent to re-education camps for alleged anti-communist 
activities since 1975, although most of them were 
released under amnesties announced in September last 


year and in February. 


The State Commission on Religious Affairs, formed 
solely of lay people, was established in 1953 and is 
responsible to the Council of Ministers. 


PRC ‘Encroachments’ in Spratlys Criticized 


VFF Issues Statement 
OW080259 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 
1100 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] The Vietnam Fatherland Front [VFF] Central 
Committee issued a statement on 3 March protesting 
against China for having its military forces encroach on 
Vietnam’s Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 


The statement calls on the peoples of countries bordering 
the Eastern Sea, in Southeast Asia, and the world over 
promptly to raise their voices and vehemently protest 
against, and prevent China from implementing, its 
expansionist scheme. 


In a meeting yesterday, representatives of workers in the 
capital of Hanoi, totalling more than (7800) people, 
strongly protested and demanded China withdraw its 
forces from Truong Sa Archipelago, and stop all activi- 
ties which encroach upon Vietnam's territorial sover- 
eignty. Many factories and enterprises in Hanoi have 
now launched emulation campaigns to produce more 
military goods to support the Truong Sa fighters who are 
guarding the fatheriand’s frontier. 


Hanoi Cites Swedish Papers 
OW080515 Hanoi International Service in Mandarin 
1130 GMT 8 Mar 88 


[Text] On 26 February, the Swedish newspaper, 
NORTHERN TORCH, carries a commentary entitled 
“Chinese (7Threat to) Vietnam,” denouncing China for 
carrying out provocations and threats in Vietnam's 
Truong Sa Archipelago, and creating tension in South- 
east Asia. 


In a commentary published on 8 February, another 
Swedish newspaper, THE PROLETARIAT, supports the 
statement made by the spokesman of the Vietnamcse 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Vietnam's sovereignty 
over the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa [Paracel] archipela- 
goes. 
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The commentary points out that China’s act is part of a 
scheme to collude with imperialist and reactionary 
forces in opposing Vietnam, to obstruct the peaceful 
process of dialogue on Cambodia, and to harbor the Pol 
Pot genocidal clique, which has been condemned by 
people the world over. 


The commentary also recalls China’s military encroach- 
ment of Vietnam’s Hoang Sa Archipelago in 1977, and 
criticizes the United States for its despicable act of 
condoning China’s aforementioned aggression in those 
days. 


Youth Union Honors Spratly Combatants 
BK081009 Hanoi VNA in English 0726 GMT 
8 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 8—A ceremony was held here 
yesterday morning by the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union Central Committee to commend the young 
combatants at the Truong Sa Archipelago for their 
achievements. 


A delegation of the naval force in Truong Sa attended the 
ceremony. 


On behalf of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union 
Central Committee, Colonel Trinh To Tam, hero of the 
Armed Forces, highly praised the outstanding achieve- 
ments recorded by the Vietnamese young people, includ- 
ing the Truong Sa youth in national defense. 


Hoang Dinh, youth assistant to the naval force, brought 
out splendid examples and noble sacrifices made by 
Truong Sa combatants as well as the emulation move- 
ment among the youth of the entire naval force in service 
of Truong Sa. 


On this occasion, Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth 
Union Central Committee presented the Truong Sa 
officers and men with the “Heroic Youth in National 
Defense” banner and quantity of gifts worth one million 
dong. The Union Central Committee also called on the 
youth throughout the country to record greater achieve- 
ments in productive labor, study and work to contribute 
to implementing the three major economic programs 
and to honour the Youth Union’s 57th founding anni- 
versary. 


Iraqi Women’s Delegation Visits 24 Feb-2 Mar 
BK080146 Hanoi VNA in English 1519 GMT 
Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March. 7—An Iraqi women’s delega- 
tion led by Hayfaa [name as received] ‘Abd al-Rahman 
Yasin, member of the General Federation of Iraqi 
Women Executive Bureau, paid an eight-day friendship 
visit to Vietnam from Feb-24 to March 2 at the invita- 
tion of the Vietnam Women’s Union (VWU) 
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While here, it had working sessions with the VWU 
Central Committee and visited a number of production 
establishments, welfare centres for women and children, 
scenic spots and historical relics in Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City. 


On Feb 26 the VWU, the Committee for Solidarity and 
Friendship with Other Peoples and the Vietnam-Iraqi 
Friendship Association jointly held a meeting in its 
honour, expressing concern over the material and human 
losses caused by the Iran-Iraq war and the wish for an 
end to the war through peaceful negotiations and for the 
implementation of 598 resolutions [as received] of the 
United Nations Security Council. 


The delegation was received by Le Quang Dao, chairman 
of the National Assembly, and vice president of the State 
Council. 


Editorial on Economic Potential Policy 
BK071135 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


{NHAN DAN 5 March editorial: “If the People Are 
Rich, the Country Will Be Strong and Vice Versa”) 


[Text] Strengthening the state-owned and collective 
economies while bringing into play the potentials of 
other economic components is a major party and state 
policy aimed at developing all capabilities in the devel- 
opment of the production of socialist goods. The inter- 
ests of each collective, each family, and each individual 
constitute a driving force which encourages all organiza- 
tions and persons to make use of their abilities and 
strengths to develop production and increase output of 
marketable products. 


Under the actual conditions of our society, the labor 
strengths, funds, and abilities of all persons and families 
vary; therefore, their incomes also vary. By making an 
honorable living and because of their advantages in 
terms of labor, funds, production, and business abilities, 
some families have enjoyed an ever-increasing income 
and have led better lives than others. This is a fact that 
should be protected by the law and acknowledged by 
public opinion because the more families earn the 
greater their contribution to society. 


We should clearly understand that the country can be 
strong only when the people are rich. Irrational envy and 
advocating egalitarianism in the hope that everyone 
accept poverty equally can only keep the country slug- 
gish and make life unnecessarily difficult for all people. 


We must distinguish, however, between persons who 
enrich themselves through honest means and those who 
accumulate wealth by evading taxes, engaging in smug- 
gling and speculation, making fake goods, stealing public 
or private property, and other illegal activities. If those 
who seek to attain wealth through illegal means are 


FBIS-EAS-88-045 
8 March 1988 


allowed to persist and grow in number, discipline will be 
wrecked and certain people will become rich while the 
entire country becomes poorer. 


Our state, which is of the people, has to undertake many 
tasks to build the country and care for the livelihood of 
all people. The majority of the people cannot enrich 
themselves if the state becomes weak. Thus, the people 
can be rich only when the country is strong and, in turn, 
the country can be strong only when the people are rich. 


While encouraging all economic components to develop 
all of their production capabilities, we must strengthen 
state management to protect persons who earn a living 
through honest means and prevent and punish those who 
engage in illegal business activities. This is justice for all 
citizens regardless of their social positions. 


In our society, a number of persons still encounter 
difficulties in their daily life for a variety of reasons. 
Some 30 percent of the families in the countryside are 
still not capable of expanding production without state 
assistance, and about 10 percent still have difficulties 
from one crop season to another. An equal percentage of 
people facing difficulties in their daily life is also 
reported in all cities. 


Speaking at the Minh Hai provincial party committee 
headquarters, the comrade general secretary [Nguyen 
Van Linh] pointed out: We should not be afraid if 
everybody tries to become rich through honest means. 
We must not, however, forget the poor. This constitutes 
an important policy of our party and state and manifests 
the sense of responsibility toward the country and every- 
body in society. 


To assist people who encounter difficulties in their daily 
life, it is most important for all party committee and 
administrative echelons, especially those at the grass 
roots, to procure employment for them, promote broth- 
erly affection among them, and provide them with 
favorable production conditions, thus joining their fam- 
ilies in surmounting all difficulties. Our state has 
enforced a number of policies to provide subvention to 
families of fallen combatants without sufficient man- 
power and war invalids, to those who have rendered 
services to the country. This, however, cannot fully meet 
the needs arising from their daily life, which is still rife 
with difficulties. It is necessary for the central level and 
local authorities, as well as our state and people, to show 
gratitude to families that have rendered services to the 
revolution by caring for their spiritual and material life. 
Meanwhile, all party committee and administrative ech- 
elons and Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Unions and 
other mass organizations should assume responsibility 
over and care for all of these families, protecting them 
from hardship and poverty. 


$1 
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Once a broad mass movement is successfully launched, 
we can eliminate step by step the system of subsidization 
that has extensively been applied among all cooperatives 
and production collectives while creating many diverse 
forms of charity work. 


With the policies that have been renovated to bring into 
play the capabilities of all economic components and 
members of our society, we are not afraid but are glad to 
see that more people will become rich through honest 
means. However, we should never relax discipline and 
law nor relieve ourselves of the duty to help needy 
families so that the light of socialist happiness can be 
brought to all homes. 


Briefs 
Soviet Aid to Dong Nai 


The Dong Nai provincial coffee corporation has signed a 
cooperation agreement with the Soviet Union under 
which the Soviet Union will provide it with machinery, 
equipment, fertilizer, and essential goods to expand 
specialized coffee plantation areas. In the initial stage the 
Soviet Union will provide this province with 3 million 
rubles for purchasing water spraying machines, trucks, 
seeds, and organic fertilizer. The province will spend | 
million rubles for replanting 500 hectares of coffee, 
caring for old coffee plantations, and purchasing more 
coffee from adjacent localities to export to the Soviet 
Union. The province has planted more than 20,000 
hectares of coffee and in 1987 it produced more than 
7,000 tonnes of coffee. [Summary] /Hanoi Domestic 
Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 4 Mar 88 BK] 


Cooperation With Singapore 


VITEXCO, the first joint tailoring enterprise between 
Ho Chi Minh City and Singapore was founded after the 
promulgation of the law on foreign investement in 
Vietnam. The enterprise was built with capital contrib- 
uted by Singapore businessmen, the import-export com- 
pany (IMMEXCO) and the industrial service of Ho Chi 
Minh City. Its initial capital totals 1,317,000 U.S. dol- 
lars. Under the terms of the contract the director of the 
enterprise is a Vietnamese, and the Singapore side 
appoints a representative to the management board and 
a technical vice director in charge of business operations. 
Its 500 workers are Vietnamese. The enterprise is 
expected to produce every year 1.2 million garments for 
export. The profits will be shared equally by the contrib- 
utors. [Text] /Hanoi VNA English 1520 GMT 6 Mar 88 
BK] 


Women’s International Day 


Hanoi VNA March 7—Various activities have been held 
here to observe the Women’s International Day (March 
8). They included seminars on women’s participation in 
the three major economic programmes arranged by the 
women’s organizations of Hai Ba Trung and Dong Da 
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precincts, get-togethers of women in Ba Dinh and Hoan 
Kiem precincts, and mass meetings by women’s organi- 
zations of suburban districts. The Hanoi branch of the 
Vietnam Women’s Union has launched an emulation 
drive, ““Let’s Turn Our Thoughts to the Soldiers Defend- 
ing the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago” and encour- 
aged its members to contribute a workday to the care of 
children. The Vietnam Women’s Union hosted a cere- 
mony here today to hand over a token of its gifts to those 
families whose husbands or sons are safeguarding the 
Truong Sa Archipelago. The gifts consisted of five meters 
of textiles for each family. The ceremony was attended 
by Mrs. Nguyen Thi Dinh, president of the Vietnam 
Women’s Union. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1523 
GMT 7 Mar 88 Bk] 


Radio-TV In Ha Bac 


The radio and television assembly workshop of Ha Bac, 
60 km North of Hanoi, has been set up to assume repair 
and maintenance work for the Ha Bac Radio and also for 
the radio and television sets in the province. Engineer 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Nguyen Tat Phuc, 40, director of the workshop said that 
his workship also assembles televisions, and battery- 
powered A.M. radio receivers for remote villages in the 
province. It also manufactures batteries and radio spare 
parts. The workshop is staffed by six engineers and a 
number of workers. For years now it has contributed in 
no small way to the good reception of the Ha Bac Radio 
in spite of a still poor equipment. [Text] /Hanoi VNA in 
English 1510 GMT 6 Mar 88 BK] 


Red Cross Aid 


International Red Cross has decided to donate 138,000 
Swiss francs worth of fabrics and mosquito nets as as relief 
to victims of storm Maury, which hit Vietnam in Novem- 
ber 1987. The Red Cross of Switzerland has informed that 
it will help build four first aid stations in various localities 
in Vietnam which totally cost 26,000 U.S. dollars. The 
Organization added that when completed these stations will 
be provided with more equipment. [Text] /Hanoi VNA in 
English 1503 GMT 4 Mar 88 BK] 
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reached between Japan and a Soviet delegation to Japan- 
Soviet salmon talks (headed by Zilanov, chief of the 
Foreign Relations Administration of the Ministry of the 
Fish Industry), which is now on a visit to Japan. 


At the latest round of Japan-Soviet talks, the Soviet side 
indicated a strict stance toward offshore salmon fishing 
(on the high seas) for resources protection purposes. 
Hence, hopes are pinned on the move afoot for cooper- 
ation between the two sides in “cultivation fisheries” as 
a way to open an exit for small-scale and average-level 
Hokkaido fishermen, who are increasingly being shut out 
of the Northern Sea. 


As part of its restructuring, the Soviet Union last Janu- 
ary legislated a joint venture enterprise law with Western 
businesses as partners and has already reached an accord 
on the establishment of joint ventures with Japan in 
processed marine products and other areas. However, 
this is the first agreement reached in the fisheries sector. 


The Soviet partner in the new joint venture enterprise is 
the Sakahlin Fisheries Bureau. On the Japanese side, the 
joint venture will be financed by an investment company 
to be established by the All-Japan Salmon-Trout Drift- 
Net Fishing Cooperatives Association (headed by Chair- 
man Eisaku Nishijima), which is comprised of 225 small 
and medium fishery companies in Nemuro, Kushiro, 
and other cities. With an authorized capital of 10 million 
rubles, it will contribute 49 percent of the needed capital, 
while the Soviet side will bear 51 percent. At the time of 
the establishment of the joint venture, 20 percent of the 
authorized capital will be paid in. 


The project calls for the construction of white salmon 
hatcheries at six places along six rivers including the 
Pirenga (Timi River water system) and Onor (Poronai 
River water system) Rivers. [passage omitted] 


Editorial Stresses Trust in Japan-China Relations 
OW051257 Tokyo MAINICHI DAILY NEWS 
in English 4 Mar 88 p 2—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[Editorial: “Rebuild Sino-Japanese Trust”’] 


[Text] This year marks the 10th anniversary of the 
signing of the Peace and Friendship Treaty between 
Japan and China. While either country can now abrogate 
it, Foreign Minister Uno told the House of Representa- 
tives Budget Committee recently that Japan wishes to 
continue it. As Chinese Communist Party Secretary 
Zhao Ziyang made a similar statement to a visiting 
ASAHI newspaper delegation, the treaty will be 
extended automatically. 


Basically Japan and China enjoy a good relationship at 
present, and the statements of Uno and Zhao are wel- 
come, though neither country found it opportune enough 
last year to celebrate the | Sth anniversary of the normal- 
ization of their relations because of a chill which pre- 
vailed between them. 
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The atmosphere has improved since then, and both 
countries plan an official celebration for the anniversary 
of treaty, but some uncertainties still linger. 


For example, the controversy over the Kokaryo, a dor- 
mitory for Chinese students in Kyoto, remains the most 
touchy issue between Japan and China, as Japan's 
Supreme Court is still reviewing the Osaka High Court 
ruling of last year that the dormitory belongs to Taiwan. 


The issue is complicated by the gap between China’s 
insistence on a political solution and Japan’s adherence 
to a juridical settlement, and it may stem from the fact 
that the relationship between the two countries is not as 
firm as believed. Actually, it is more fragile than expect- 
ed, and seems to lack mutual trust. 


In addition to the Kokaryo issue, see 4! other problems 
exist such as the harm caused by .ap:'* «mbargo on 
certain exports to China in connection with the 
COCOM, the trade imbalance, Japan’s expanding 
defense outlay, and the question of Yasukuni Shrine. 


China maintains that those problems must be resolved 
without affecting the development of mutual relations. 
But it is adamant on political issues including the 
Kokaryo issue, and plans to claim damages on the 
COCOM.-related embargo. 


Meanwhile China has requested | trillion yen for its 
third official yen loan from Japan. By mixing politics 
with economics it seems bent on extracting maximum 
economic cooperation from us. 


With Prime Minister Takeshita’s visit to Beijing sched- 
uled next summer, China is reiterating caution against 
Japan. Its media is assailing the resurgence of a big 
power consciousness in Japan. A diplomatic report com- 
piled last year by the Chinese Foreign Ministry says that 
Japan's strong economic power will inevitably be trans- 
lated into strong political power. It also points out, in 
connection with Japan’s defense expenditure exceeding 
1 percent of its GNP, that a militarily stronger Japan is 
causing apprehension among Asian countries. Such may 
reflect China’s diminishing confidence in Japan. 


A number of developments that can seriously influence 
the situation in East Asia have taken place since last 
year, including the signing of the INF treaty, a move 
toward normalizing relations between China and the 
Soviet Union, the haste for a political setthement in 
Afghanistan and Cambodia, and Taiwan's entry into the 
post-Chiang Ching-kuo era. In order to deal with such 
changes, care and thoughtfulness are required of Japan 
in its approach to China. 
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That China and the Soviet Union seem to be rapidly 
progressing toward normalization cannot be minimized. 
The tripartite strategy of Japan, China and the United 
States to contain Soviet expansion in Asia will have to be 
reexamined. But before that, confidence between Japan 
and China must be rebuilt. 


Red Army Explosives Found in Singapore 
OW080715 Tokyo THE JAPAN TIMES in English 
7 Mar 88 p 2—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[Text] Explosives discovered in a Singapore bank safe 
rented by a Japanese Red Army commando were alleg- 
edly to be used for anti-government terrorist acts in 
Singapore, according to information received by security 
authorities through the Foreign Ministry. 


The security authorities said they believe the comman- 
do, Osamu Maruoka, is a terrorist planning to use the 
explosives in Singapore. The authorities reportedly have 
asked Singapore police to cooperate in confirming the 
plot. 


Maruoka has been in police custody since late last year, 
when he was arrested upon arrival at the New Tokyo 
International Airport from Switzerland for using a 
forged Philippine passport. He has allegedly been orga- 
nizing an underground antiwar democratic front in 
Japan. 


Norio Sasaki, an acquaintance of one of Maruoka’s 
comrades hiding in Manila, has proposed that the New 
People’s Army communist guerrilla organization use the 
explosives in acts against the government, the informa- 
tion said. 


New Zealand 


Japanese Paper Interviews New Zealand’s Lange 
OW050813 Tokyo NIHON KEIZAI SHIMBUN 

in Japanese 4 Mar 88 Morning Edition 

p 7—FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


[““Summary” of remarks by New Zealand Prime Minis- 
ter David Lange during an interview with Toshitaka 
Yoshida, chief of International News Department No. 1, 
on 3 March in Lange’s office; filed by reporter Shirae] 


[Text] Wellington, 3 Mar — Bilateral Relations [sub- 
head] 


1. Our political relations with Japan are going very well. 
I have been invited to visit Japan (for the third time) and 
concrete plans are now being studied. 


2. Japan is our largest trading partner and has strong ties 
with us commercially. New Zealand is a very efficient 
producer of dairy products and meat, while Japan is a 
top producer of machinery, electrical appliances, and 
automobiles. However, whereas Japanese goods can be 
found everywhere in our country, when I visited Japan 
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the last time, New Zealand products could not be found 
in Japan. The closed nature of Japanese markets is a 
problem. I hope the day will come soon when we will see 
that Japan has changed. 


3. If 1 am asked what measures we are taking to promote 
Japanese investments in New Zealand, I want to answer 
that it is the strong yen above anything else. New 
Zealand has liberalized investments from overseas, and 
Japan has already invested in the development of fish- 
eries, forestry, and other natural resources. We look 
forward to increased investments in hotel construction 
and other sectors in the days to come. Effective in April, 
corporate taxes on foreign businesses will be lowered 
from the present 48 percent to 33 percent. 


The Asian-Pacific Question [subhead] 


1. If you draw a large circle on a map and place New 
Zealand in the center, you get a circle which links the 
Pacific rim nations. To our country, these nations are 
important trading partners. 


2. Since Asian-Pacific nations have an individual aware- 
ness of national interests and are too government-led, 
they may not like an attempt to create a supranational 
organization for regional cooperation. It may be possible 
to substantially attain the goal through cooperation 
among the private sector with the government’s backing. 


U.S.-Soviet Balance of Forces [subhead] 


As New Zealand sees it, we do not think that the U.S. 
influence in the Asian-Pacific region has inevitably 
weakened. On the other hand, it is not necessarily true 
that the Soviet military presence in the region has 
increased rapidly. What is important to the Pacific 
region is that the United States is economically strong 
and peace-oriented and that good relations between 
Japan and the United States are indispensable to 
regional prosperity. 


Chinese Trends [subhead] 


China is now concentrating all its energies on domestic 
reform and is afraid of external factors impairing this 
effort. Because of this, it desires the stability of the 
Asia-Pacific region and is expected to follow this course 
for the time being. 


U.S. Relations [subhead] 


1. It should be borne in mind that New Zealand-U.S. 
relations are not limited to the (nuclear-armed) U.S. 
warships issue. A U.S. consulate was established in New 


Zealand even before one in Britain. Over many years 
both countries have continued to pursue close rela- 
tions. If one sees television programs of our country, 
he will know very well how much in common we have 
with the United States and how these areas continue 
to expand. 
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2. New Zealand is continuing efforts to improve relations 
with the United States. The ultimate question is whether or 
not our antinuclear policy will change, and our answer is: 
“No.” It is certain that the United States understands our 


ANNEX 


policy is unchangeable. They just do not agree. Two years 
ago the United States spelled out a set of countermeasures 
and is enforcing these measures now. New Zealand chose to 
manage under these resiraints. 
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